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Preface 


In  commemoration  of  the  Relief  So- 
ciety centennial  year  1942,  the  Rex- 
burg  Relief  Society  stake  board  issues 
this   memorial   book. 

It  contains  in  picture  and  story  the 
history  of  the  former  Bannock,  Fremont 
and  Rexburg  Stake  from  its  beginning 
in  1883  to  1945  when  Rexburg  Stake 
was  divided  into  Rexburg  and  North 
Rexburg   Stakes. 

Pictures  of  ward  and  stake  officers 
of  1942  and  previous  years  make  this 
book  very  valuable  not  only  for  the 
present  but  also  for  coming  genera- 
tions. 

The  history  may  be  viewed  with 
pride,  as  it  tells  of  the  strength  and 
power  of  Relief  Society.  It  will  lend 
inspiration  to  the  women  of  today,  re- 
cording the  achievements  of  the  women 
of  yesterday — women  who  are  our  own 
dear  mothers,  grandmothers,  friends 
and  relatives. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  Relief  Society 
stake  board  that  this  book  will  be  a 
missionary  and  a  guide  to  the  younger 
generation  and  a  memorial  to  all  faith- 
ful Relief  Society  workers  in  the  stake. 

The  Relief  Society  thanks  President 
Peter  J.  Ricks  and  his  counselors, 
Arthur  Porter  and  Oswald  Christensen, 
for  their  greeting  and  timely  message 
to  the  women  of  the  stake. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  as- 
sistance of  President  Elizabeth  Stowell 
for  her  great  efforts  to  preserve  each 
ward  history  as  well  as  the  stake  histo- 
ry. This  is  her  special  contribution  to 
this  book. 

Our  appreciation  goes  to  First  Coun- 
selor Hattie  L.  Rigby  and  Second  Coun- 
selor Olive  Webster,  as  well  as  to  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer  Lucille  M.  Culli- 
more,  for  their  untiring  labors  to  as- 
sist in  collecting  material  for  this  book. 

Thanks  to  the  Relief  Society  stake 
board  members:  Mary  E.  Hunt,  Ruby 
Stoker,  Emily  C.  Clark,  Arzetta  Parkin- 
son, Jennie  W.  Brown  and  Loretta  M. 
Rigby,  who  were  ever  willing  to  secure 
information  for  this  book. 

We  acknowledge  the  help  of  all 
ward  presidents  of  1942  who  were  as 
follows:  Archer,  Rachel  Sutton;  Burton, 


Tressa  Y.  Heileson;  Hibbard,  Emma  P. 
Oldham;  Independence,  Mary  M.  Jen- 
sen; Lyman,  Clara  Munns;  Newdale, 
Frances  Schwendiman;  Piano,  Myrtle 
Steele;  Rexburg  First,  Myrtle  Garner; 
Rexburg  Second,  Effie  Buchmiller;  Rex- 
burg Third,  Lucinda  Fisher;  Rexburg 
Fourth,  Erma  Stucki;  Salem,  Eulalia 
Worlton;  Sugar  First,  Mabel  Strong; 
Sugar  Second,  Florence  Roberts;  Teton, 
Isabelle  Staker. 

To  all  ward  officers  and  members 
who  have  helped  in  any  way  to  furnish 
pictures  and  history  we  extend  our 
heartiest  thanks. 

We  also  appreciate  the  advice,  coun- 
sel and  encouragement  from  the  presi- 
dencies of  both  Rexburg  and  North  Rex- 
burg Stakes  in  publishing  this  book. 

Due  to  the  restriction  of  paper  and 
other  materials  during  the  great  world 
war  1941-1945,  this  book  could  not  be 
published  at  the  expected  time.  The 
creation  of  a  new  stake  (North  Rexburg 
Stake)  again  called  for  many  adjust- 
ments which  prevented  the  printing  of 
this  book. 

Now  at  last  in  the  year  1949  we  hope 
to  accomplish  what  we  set  out  to  do 
in  1942,  thanks  to  the  fine  cooperation 
of  Sister  Hattie  L.  Rigby,  Relief  So- 
ciety president  of  North  Rexburg  Stake, 
and  Sister  LuSeba  Petersen,  Relief  So- 
ciety president  of  Rexburg   Stake. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  all  ward  presi- 
dents of  1949  for  their  willingness  to 
finance  the  printing  of  this  book. 

Ward  Relief  Society  Presidents.   1949 

Archer  Opal  Clements 

Burton  Grace  H.  Smith 

Hibbard  Arema  Rigby 

Independence  Mary  M.  Jensen 

Lyman  Ada  Norell 

Newdale Barbara  Schwendiman 

Piano  Curtie  Orr 

Rexburg  First  Harriet  Anderson 

Rexburg  Second  Hattie  Brown 

Rexburg  Third  Emily  Ricks 

Rexburg  Fourth  Eva  C.  Taylor 

Salem  Mildred  Mortensen 

Sugar  Florence  Roberts 

Teton  Bell  Allen 
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Front:    Arthur    Porter,    First    Counselor;    Peter    J.    Ricks,    President;     Oswald     Christensen, 
Second  Counselor.  Rear:  Frank  L.  Davis  Clerk. 


Greetings  from  the  Stake  Presidency 


To  the  Rexburg  Stake  Relief  So- 
ciety: 

Greetings — to  a  loyal  and  devoted 
organization   of   sisters. 

You  have  the  honor  of  being  affili- 
ated with  the  first  and  oldest  woman's 
Relief  Society  to  remain  intact  in  mod- 
ern times. 

Your  organization  was  effected  un- 
der the  direction  of  a  Prophet  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  aid  to  the  needy  and 
comfort  to  the  distressed.  That  you  have 
and  are  accomplishing  this  task  is  at- 
tested to  by  thousands  throughout  the 
Church. 

With  the  years,  additional  responsi- 
bility has  developed  upon  you  and  in 


a  large  way  the  moral  standards  of  the 
community  are  intrusted  to  your  care. 

You  are  the  guardians  of  the  home, 
the  teachers  of  the  young  and  comfort- 
ing angels  to  the  sick  and  dying. 

God  bless  and  sustain  you  in  your 
noble  calling. 

With   appreciation  and   respect, 

Sincerely, 

PETER  J.  RICKS, 
President  of  the  Rexburg 
Stake 

ARTHUR  PORTER, 
First  Counselor 

OSWALD  CHRISTENSEN, 
Second  Counselor 
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History  of  the  Rexburg  Stake  Relief  Society  1883-1945 


SOPHIA   NELSON   RICKS 

Stake   Relief   Society   President 

1883-1885 

The  first  Relief  Society  organization 
took  place  on  December  6,  1883  under 
the  direction  of  President  Thomas  E. 
Ricks.  Sophia  Nelson  Ricks  was  ap- 
pointed stake  president;  Sarah  Ann 
Gunnell,  first  counselor;  Zilpha  Archer 
Young,  second  counselor;  Sarah  A. 
Barnes,  secretary;  Mary  H.  Ricks,  asso- 
ciate secretary;  and  Ann  Rigby,  treas- 
urer. 

All  were  sustained  and  set  apart  the 
same  day.  It  was  called  the  Bannock 
Stake  Relief  Society  and  covered  the 
territory  from  Blackfoot  north  to  Lima, 
Montana,  and  east  to  Jackson,  Wyo- 
ming. 

In  the  years  1884  and  1885  President 
Sophia  N.  Ricks,  with  her  two  coun- 
selors and  Secretary  Sarah  A.  Barnes, 
traveled  around  the  entire  stake.  With 
the  help  of  President  Thomas  E.  Ricks 
the  women  were  organized  into  fifteen 
ward  societies  and  all  organizations 
were  put  in  running  order. 

In  the  year  1885  Sister  Temperance 
R.  Hinckley  was  sustained  as  acting 
president  because  President  Sophia  N. 
Ricks  had  to  leave  the  valley  on  ac- 
count of  the  Anti-Mormon  raid.  In  1886 
she  was  honorably  released  with  a  vote 


of  thanks  for  her  faithful  service. 

On  May  15,  1886  Sister  Temperance 
R.  Hinckley  was  sustained  and  set  apart 
as  stake  president  of  the  Relief  Society 
of  Bannock  Stake  of  Zion  with  Sarah 
Ann  Gunnell  as  first  and  Zilpha  Archer 
Young  as  second  counselors;  Sarah  A. 
Barnes,  secretary-treasurer;  and  Mary 
H.  Ricks  as  assistant  secretary-treas- 
urer. 

A  great  blessing  came  to  the  stake 
in  the  summer  of  1887  when  honored 
by  the  visit  of  Relief  Society  General 
President  Zina  D.  H.  Young,  who  went 
with  the  executive  officers  to  visit 
every  ward,  giving  such  counsel  as  was 
needed  at  that  time. 

In  September  1887  Second  Counselor 
Zilpha  Archer  Young  was  honorably 
released  with  a  vote  of  thanks  for  her 
faithful  service,  on  account  of  ill  health. 
Sister  Tabitha  J.  Helm  was  sustained 
and  set  apart  as  second  counselor  to 
President  Hinckley. 

On  November  16,  1889  First  Coun- 
selor Sarah  A.  Gunnell  was  honorably 
released  with  a  vote  of  thanks  for  her 
good  work.  She  had  moved  back  to 
Utah.  President  Hinckley  said  she  had 
been  well  pleased  with  her  work  as  she 
filled  her  calling  with  honor. 

On  November  16,  1889  Mary  Smith 
Anderson  was  sustained  as  first  coun- 
selor. 

In  the  year  1894  there  were  twenty- 
eight  Relief  Societies  organized — all  in 
good  running  order.  There  were  686 
members.  In  order  to  visit  all  the  Re- 
lief Societies,  the  sisters  had  to  travel 
six  hundred  miles,  most  of  the  time 
driving  their  own  team  by  wagon  or 
buggy.  They  had  to  ford  the  streams  as 
there  were  no  bridges.  Rain,  snow,  sleet 
or  cold,  no  appointment  was  ever 
missed.  The  sisters  were  often  away 
from  home  for  two  weeks  on  some  of 
these  long  visits. 

In  June  1895  Bannock  Stake  was  di- 
vided and  all  territory  north  of  the 
South  Fork  of  Snake  River  became  Fre- 
mont Stake.  It  had  sixteen  Relief  So- 
cieties  and  a   membership   of  385. 

On  September  6,  1895  Mathilda 
Painter  Flamm  was  sustained  and  set 
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apart  as  a  stake  aide.  President  Hinck- 
ley and  her  board  visited  all  around  the 
stake  once  each  year,  organizing  and 
reorganizing  and  giving  such  instruc- 
tions as  were  necessary  pertaining  to 
Relief  Society  work  and  encouraging 
their  sisters  to  elevate  themselves  to 
higher    platforms    of    intelligence. 

On  June  23,  1899  Elizabeth  Atkin- 
son and  Sophia  Rigby  were  sustained 
as  stake   aides. 

May  7,  1900  First  Counselor  Mary 
Smith  Anderson  died  and  Second  Coun- 
selor Tabitha  J.  Helm  was  honorably 
released  with  a  vote  of  thanks  for  her 
faithful  work. 

In  August  1900  Mathilda  Flamm  was 
set  apart  as  first  and  Elizabeth  Atkin- 
son as  second  counselors  to  President 
Hinckley. 

In  August  1900  Diana  Farr  Rich  and 
Carrie  Rich  (Mrs.  David  Rich)  were 
added  as  aides;  Zilpha  Holman  Bram- 
well  as  organist  and  Rebecca  Weather- 
ston  as  musical  director. 

On  December  31,  1901  there  were 
twenty-six  Relief  Societies  and  684 
members,  making  it  necessary  once 
more  to  divide  the  stake.  This  time  all 
of  Jackson  Hole  and  Teton  Basin  were 
cut  off. 

During  four  years  the  Relief  Society 
members  gave  their  Sunday  eggs  to- 
ward the  furnishing  of  Ricks  Academy. 

The  annual  report  of  December  31, 
1902  shows  the  number  of  Relief  So- 
cieties as  16,  members  511,  cash  re- 
ceived $872.00,  merchandise  $235.70,  dis- 
bursed cash  $755.40,  disbursed  merchan- 
dise $43.83,  real  estate  $522.00,  and 
3,104  bushels  of  wheat  on  hand. 

In  1902  each  member  was  assessed 
$1.00  to  help  build  the  Woman's  Build- 
ing in  Salt  Lake  City  and  $511  were 
donated.  Where  the  members  could  not 
pay,  the  organization  gave  entertain- 
ments and  dinners  to  raise  funds. 

Stake  Secretary  Sarah  A.  Barnes 
made  the  outlines  for  the  mother's 
course  lor  three  years  and  they  were 
printed  for  the  ward's  use.  They  were 
pronounced  as  good  as  any  in  the 
Church  by  visiting  general  board  mem- 
bers. 

On  July  27,  1903  it  was  necessary 
to    release    Sister    Diana    Rich,    Zilpha 


Bramwell,  and  Rebecca  Weatherston 
because  of  removal  from  the  stake.  That 
same  day  Sisters  Almina  Stephens,  Su- 
san Stephens  and  M.  Julia  Cole  were 
sustained  counselors,  with  Ray  L.  Orms- 
ley,  musical  director,  and  Ellen  I.  Nei- 
baur,  organist. 

Because  of  failing  health,  President 
Temperance  Hinckley  was  released 
with  all  her  board  with  a  vote  of  thanks 
for  their  faithful  labors.  The  new  or- 
ganization was  effected  on  October  24, 
1903,  with  the  following  officers:  presi- 
dent, Mathilda  Painter  Flamm;  first 
counselor,  Sarah  A.  Barnes;  second 
counselor,  Almina  Stephens;  secretary, 
Jane  Flamm  Shail;  and  as  aides,  Mary 
H.  Ricks,  M.  Julia  Cole,  Ray  L.  Orms- 
ley,  Ellen  I.  Neibaur,  and  Isabella  Mc- 
Allister. 

In  1904  the  names  of  the  ward  or- 
ganizations of  Relief  Societies  were: 
Archer,  Burton,  Hibbard,  Independence, 
Egin,  Chester,  Kilgore,  Ora,  Marysville, 
Piano,  Parker,  Lyman,  Salem,  St.  Anth- 
ony, Teton,  Twin  Groves,  Vernon,  Wil- 
ford,  Rexburg  First  and  Rexburg  Sec- 
ond. 

At  the  time  President  Flamm  be- 
came president  of  the  Fremont  Stake 
Relief  Society,  there  were  seventeen 
organizations  and  a  total  enrollment  of 
484  members.  The  new  board  began  im- 
mediately to  make  visits  to  all  the 
wards,  giving  encouragement  and  help- 
ing the  wards  to  plan  their  winter's 
work.  In  July  of  1904  the  quarterly  con- 
ference report  made  mention  of  the  in- 
crease in  enrollment;  twenty  societies 
and  621  members.  It  also  stated  that 
there  had  been  received  $970.00,  of 
which  $778.00  had  been  disbursed. 

Sister  Almina  Stephens  was  released 
as  second  counselor  on  August  3,  1904 
and  Sister  Mary  Ricks  sustained  in  her 
place. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the 
stake  presidency  called  in  Relief  Society 
board  members  on  December  22,  1904 
and  recommended  that  they  do  all  in 
their  power  to  protest  against  the  pos- 
sible disfranchisement  of  the  women  in 
Oklahoma,  Indian  Territory,  Arizona 
and  New  Mexico. 

On  June  19,  1904  Isabella  Ellsworth 
and  Rozella  C.  Dalby  were  sustained  as 
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TEMPERANCE    R.    HINCKLEY 

Stake   Relief   Society    President 
1885-1903 

aides  on  the  Relief  Society  stake  board. 

Sister  Sarah  A.  Barnes  and  Sister 
Mary  H.  Ricks  met  with  the  stake  presi- 
dency early  in  November  of  1905  to 
ask  for  permission  to  open  a  class  in 
obstetrics  and  nursing  for  women,  to 
be  conducted  by  Dr.  Romania  B.  Pen- 
rose. The  class  was  to  begin  in  January 
1906  and  was  to  cost  $100.00  per  month. 
It  was  dificult  to  put  over  but  they 
succeeded  in  having  the  class,  and  while 
only  a  few  attended  it  was  a  step  in 
the   right  direction. 

This  same  year  the  stake  and  wards 
furnished  200  yards  of  carpeting  for  the 
Logan   temple. 

In  1906  the  Relief  Society,  with  other 
organizations,  was  asked  to  pay  $2.00 
per  quarter  for  rent  for  the  use  of  the 
new  Academy  building  for  stake  meet- 
ings. This  was  the  beginning  of  union 
meetings,  February  3,  1906. 

Dr.  Penrose's  classes  finally  began 
on  June  1,  1906.  The  stake  presidency 
recommended  that  each  ward  be  as- 
signed the  number  of  women  to  come 
to  the  classes.  The  course  was  to  cost 
$9.00;  $4.50  was  to  be  paid  by  the  stu- 


dent and  the  other  $4.50  to  be  paid  in 
equal  amounts  by  the  Relief  Society  and 
the  Y.L.M.I.A.  Half  of  the  total  amount 
had  to  be  paid  September  1,  and  the 
remainder  by  December  1,  1906. 

In  August  1906  the  Relief  Society 
circulated  a  petition  asking  the  city 
council  to  restrict  saloons  and  pool  halls 
to  the  laws. 

On  November  18,  1906  Mary  H.  Ricks 
was  released  as  second  counselor,  and 
Susan  L.  Stephens  set  apart  the  same 
day  by  President  T.  E.  Bassett.  The 
same  day  Mary  Miller  was  taken  on  the 
board. 

January  19,  1907  President  Mathilda 
Flamm  reported  that  all  wards  were 
visited  twice  except  Kilgore,  which  was 
visited  once.  The  average  attendance 
throughout  the  stake  was  33   1/3%. 

Susannah  Briggs  became  a  member 
of  the  board  in  March  1907. 

The  65th  anniversary  was  observed 
by  special  meetings  in  all  the  wards  and 
a  social  the  evening  before. 

Relief  Society  conferences  were  held 
the  Friday  before  quarterly  conference. 

Fremont  Stake  was  divided  into 
Yellowstone  Stake,  leaving  twelve  as- 
sociations in  Fremont  Stake,  in  August 
1908. 

At  the  quarterly  conference  in  July 
1911  Counselor  Sarah  A.  Barnes  re- 
ported the  ward  Relief  Societies  of  the 
stake  in  good  order,  and  the  board 
working  in  harmony. 

The  list  of  stake  officers  sustained 
at  this  conference  were:  President 
Mathilda  Flamm,  First  Counselor  Sarah 
A.  Barnes,  Second  Counselor  Susan  L. 
Stephens,  Secretary  Charlotte  Garner, 
Assistant  Secretary  Mary  Stephens, 
Treasurer  Isabella  McAllister,  Aides 
Mary  Nelson,  Mary  Grimm,  Sarah  S. 
Briggs,  and  Emma  S.  Ballif. 

At  the  priesthood  meeting  of  June 
1911  Brother  A.  W.  Belnap  asked  the 
Relief  Societies  to  make  a  quarterly  re- 
port to  their  bishops.  The  sisters  of  the 
board  were  called  into  the  presidency's 
office  November  17,  1911  to  be  inter- 
viewed in  regard  to  the  assistance  ren- 
dered by  the  Relief  Society  organiza- 
tions; also  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
wheat  in  the  wards.  A  very  consider- 
able amount  had  been  gathered  by  the 
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sisters  "gleaning"  after  the  harvesting. 

Sisters  McAllister  and  Garner  met 
with  the  stake  presidency  May  24,  1912 
in  regards  to  the  relief  fund  to  be 
raised  Eor  flood  sufferers.  The  board  was 
to  discuss  the  matter  with  the  ward 
boards  and  each  urged  to  do  what  they 
could.  The  result  was  $405.25,  the  larg- 
est amount  raised  by  any  stake  in  the 
Church. 

With  the  sanction  of  the  priesthood 
presidency  the  stake  board  undertook 
the  study  of  a  course  in  missionary 
work  by  Edwin  S.  Sheets. 

The  Stake  Relief  Society  presidency 
took  the  money  for  the  wheat  to  Salt 
Lake  Citv  in  April  1913,  but  were 
asked  to  bring  it  back  and  buy  more 
wheat  for  it.  They  did  this  with  the 
advice  of  the  priesthood  presidency. 

June  18,  1913  was  celebrated  in  all 
the  Relief  Societies  as  "Aunt  Emm's 
Day." 

On  June  6,  1913  sisters  of  the  Relief 
Society  were  called  from  their  own 
wards  to  act  as  missionaries  in  other 
wards.  Many  were  sent  out  and  re- 
ported their  labors  at  priesthood  meet- 
ing in  August. 

At  the  quarterlv  conference  Septem- 
ber 28,  1913,  all  Relief  Societies  in  the 
wards  of  Fremont  Stake  were  complete, 
but  not  all  sisters  were  enrolled.  A  two 
day  Relief  Society  convention  was  held 
June  13  and  14,  1914. 

The  storage  of  wheat  was  discussed 
and  it  was  recommended  that  where 
wards  have  a  suitable  granary  that  they 
keep  it  at  home.  Otherwise  it  was  to 
be  sent  to  the  presiding  bishopric's  of- 
fice. 

On  November  8.  1914  Sister  Eliza- 
beth Blake  was  released  from  the  Re- 
lief Society  stake  board. 

President  Mathilda  Flamm  spoke  at 
the  quarterly  conference  December  12, 
1914.  She  bore  her  testimony  and  ex- 
pressed her  thankfulness  for  the  sup- 
port given  the  sisters  getting  the  car- 
load of  flour  sent   to  the  suffering  Bel- 

ins.  There  were  57,000  pounds  of  flour 
in  the  car. 

Relief  Society  conference  was  held 
Juno  1!).  1915.  Sister  Mathilda  Flamm 
presided.  Sister  Emily  S.  Richards  and 
Phoebe  Y.  Beattie  of  the  general  board 


were  present.  Sister  Richards  said  the 
work  of  the  mother  is  at  home,  but  her 
intelligence  should  go  to  all  the  world. 

At  the  priesthood  meeting  of  Febru- 
ary 14,  1915,  Sister  Flamm  reported  that 
$738.80  had  been  raised  to  send  to  the 
saints  in  Europe. 

In  June  1917  the  general  board 
asked  the  stake  to  report  what  it  could 
raise  immediately  in  foodstuffs  and 
clothing  for  war  relief.  In  three  weeks 
the  sisters  had  raised  $200.00,  to  buy 
food  and  made  fifteen  quilts.  All  the 
sisters  were  willing  to  do  their  part. 

In  July  1917  the  stake  board  served 
lunch  at  noon  of  the  quarterly  confer- 
ence and  cleared  $23.00.  The  general 
board  recommended  that  each  ward 
buy  a  pressure  cooker  and  use  one-half 
of  the  time  of  the  work  and  business 
meeting  in  giving  lectures  on  the 
preservation  of  foods.  They  were  also 
instructed  to  devote  some  time  to  first 
aid. 

A  "penny  fund"  was  collected  by  the 
sisters  of  the  Relief  Society  toward  the 
building  of  the  temple  in  Hawaii.  In 
1916  it  amounted  to  $224.24,  and  in  1917 
to  $110.64. 

In  1917  $200.75  was  also  collected 
to  buy  food  to  send  for  war  relief.  Dur- 
ing World  War  I,  Sister  Mathilda 
Flamm  acted  as  Red  Cross  chairman, 
and  she,  with  her  board,  spent  many 
hours  at  work  in  the  Red  Cross  rooms. 
Her  incessant  labors  at  home  and  in 
church  and  community  all  served  to 
break  down  her  health  and  she  was 
compelled  to  tender  her  resignation 
from  the  Relief  Society  board  June  9, 
1918,  after  fifteen  years  of  untiring  ser- 
vice. She  and  her  entire  board  were 
honorably  released  with  a  vote  of 
thanks. 

At  the  quarterly  conference  June  22, 
1918,  Sister  Lavina  Walker  was  sus- 
tained as  president  of  the  Fremont 
Stake  Relief  Society,  with  Maria  Austin 
as  first  and  Artemesia  Romney  as  sec- 
ond counselors;  Cora  Anderson,  secre- 
tary; Lois  Archibald,  treasurer;  and  the 
following  members  of  the  board:  Char- 
lotte Garner,  Emma  S.  Ballif,  Elnora 
Jacobs.  Lucinda  Pincock,  Lena  Walz, 
Hattie  Rigby,  and  Lou  Peterson.  At  the 
meeting    of   the   Fremont    Stake    Presi- 
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dency  September  7,  1918,  Malinda  At- 
kinson and  Hazel  Anderson  were  added 
to  the  board. 

A  severe  Spanish  influenza  epidemic 
broke  out  in  October  of  1918,  and  all 
meetings  and  gatherings  of  every  kind 
were  prohibited  by  the  civil  authori- 
ties. No  meetings  were  held  in  our 
churches  from  October  until  the  scourge 
abated  in  the  spring  of  1919.  Many 
deaths  resulted. 

At  the  quarterly  conference  of  Fre- 
mont Stake  on  June  28,  1919,  President 
Walker  reported  the  work  progressing. 
Young  married  women  were  taking  an 
active  part.  President  James  Blake  said 
that  every  woman  should  belong  to  the 
Relief  Society.  Sister  Sophia  N.  Ricks, 
the  first  president  of  the  Relief  So- 
ciety in  this  stake,  spoke  of  the  need  of 
faith  and  how  faith  is  strengthened  by 
doing  one's  duty. 

On  March  6,  1920  Sister  Louisa 
Peterson  was  released  and  Sarah  A. 
Nelson  sustained. 

At  the  quarterly  conference  of  June 
26  and  27,  1920  the  Relief  Society  chor- 
us sang  "The  Man  of  Sorrow."   Sister 


Donetta    Smith   Kester   of  the   general 
board   was  in  attendance. 

Sister  Ada  Walker  was  appointed 
secretary  September  4,  1920  upon  re- 
moval of  Sister  Cora  Anderson  from 
the  stake.  Nettie  Christensen  became 
a  member  of  the  board  November  14, 
1920. 

In  the  conference  report  for  June 
25,  1921  Sister  Walker  reported  all 
wards  visited.  She  felt  very  much  en- 
couraged with  the  work  being  done. 

On  September  17,  1921  Sister  Flor- 
etta  Webster  was  set  apart  as  assistant 
secretary  in  the  Stake  Relief  Society. 

Jennie  B.  Knight  of  the  general 
board  was  in  attendance  at  the  quar- 
terly conference  September  24,  1921. 
She  asked  especially  that  the  mothers 
look  after  their  children  and  take 
proper  care  of  their  homes. 

Sister  Lavina  Walker  bore  testi- 
mony that  she  was  a  pioneer  of  this 
valley  and  told  of  the  work  of  the 
women  in  building  up  the  country. 
They  raised  large  families  and  depended 
upon  the  Lord  to  take  them  through 
it  all. 

The  membership  of  the  entire  Re- 
lief Society  had  reached  60,000  by  1922. 

Martha  B.  Larsen  was  sustained  as 
a  member  of  the  board  to  succeed 
Malinda  Atkinson  who  was  honorably 
released  because  of  removal  from  the 
stake,   November    12,    1922. 

December  17,  1922  Mary  Liljenquist 
was  added  to  the  board  and  Elizabeth 
Stowell  became  a  member  September 
9,  1923.  M.  May  Grover  was  appointed 
secretary-treasurer,   August    18,   1923. 

At  the  priesthood  meeting  Sister 
Maria  Austin  was  released  as  first  coun- 
selor and  Sister  Artemesia  Romney  be- 
came first  counselor  and  Charlotte 
Garner  second  counselor  on  September 
30,  1923.  Sister  Elnora  Jacobs  was  also 
released  because  of  her  removal  from 
the  stake. 

Elizabeth  Stowell  was  set  apart  July 
12,  1924,  and  Sister  Ada  H.  Walker  was 
released  October  13,  1924.  Hazel  Ander- 
son, chorister,  was  also  released  Decem- 
ber 14,  1924,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
and  Sister  Nell  Porter  was  sustained 
as  chorister.  On  October  11,  1925.  Net- 
tie Christensen  was  released,  and  Norah 
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Davis,    Nora    Clark    and    Ruby    Stoker 
wore  sustained  as  board  members. 

In  1926  tin-  board  purchased  for  the 
tabernacle  lour  jardinieres,  $13.00;  three 
Large  windows  shades,  $15.00;  and  four 
stands  for  flower  pots.  In  December  of 
that  year  the  women  donated  ten  cents 
each  to  help  pay  for  the  pipe  organ. 

On  August  14,  1927  President  Lavina 
Walker  felt  that  she  had  acted  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Stake  Relief  Society  long 
enough.  She  had  been  in  that  position 
since  June  22,  1918,  nine  years  of  fine 
and  faithful  service.  In  accordance  with 
her  wish,  she  and  her  board  were  re- 
leased on  that  day  and  the  new  organ- 
ization was  as  follows:  President  Marie 
M.  Merrill,  First  Counselor  Artemesia 
Romney,  Second  Counselor  Floretta 
Webster,  Secretary-Treasurer  M.  May 
Grover.  Board  Members  Hattie  Rigby, 
Elizabeth  Stowell,  Nora  Davis,  and 
Ruby  Stoker. 

At  the  board  meeting  October  4, 
1927.  it  was  decided  that  a  treat  fund 
should  be  inaugurated  of  ten  cents  per 
board  member  to  be  used  for  enter- 
tainments of  the  board  and  small  gifts 
to  members.  The  treat  fund  has  been 
most  successful  and  is  still  in  vogue 
(1942.) 

In  1928  there  were  fourteen  wards 
in  the  stake,  the  newest  ward  being 
Rexburg  Fourth. 

President  Merrill  and  her  board 
were  earnest,  humble  and  faithful 
workers. 

At  a  luncheon  that  was  served 
and  sold  during  quarterly  conference, 
.  122.90  was  cleared.  This  was  done  by 
the  Stake  Relief  Society  Board  under 
the  good  management  of  President  Mer- 
rill. A  note  which  was  the  balance  on 
the  grand  piano  in  the  tabernacle  was 
long  past  due,  so  the  Stake  Relief  So- 
ciety paid  it.  This  note  was  for  $40.00. 

During  March  of  1928  the  county. 
under  the  direction  of  the  social 
workers,  employed  a  county  nurse,  who 
went  into  the  schools  and  examined  the 
children.  She  also  did  follow-up  work. 
The  Relief  Society,  under  the  direction 
of  President  Merrill,  paid  from  the 
wheat  Interest  money  $300.00  for  the 
COUnty    nurse. 

Five    board     members    were    sent    to 


Salt  Lake  to  conference.  President  Mer- 
rill went  at  her  own  expense. 

Many  other  good  works  were  accom- 
plished during  the  ten  months  of  Presi- 
dent Merrill's  control.  She  faithfully 
filled  her  position.  But  because  of  re- 
moval from  the  stake  she  tendered  her 
resignation  on  June  17,  1928.  She  and 
her  board  were  honorably  released. 

The  new  organization  was  effected 
June  17,  1928  and  comprised  the  follow- 
ing officers:  President  M.  May  Grover, 
First  Counselor  Artemesia  Romney, 
Second  Counselor  Nora  Davis,  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer Jessie  Atkinson,  Board 
Members  Hattie  Rigby,  Ruby  Stoker, 
Elizabeth  Stowell.  The  sisters  compris- 
ing this  board  were  set  apart  August 
26,  1928. 

Two  successful  clinics  were  held  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Relief  Society. 
A  heart  and  lung  clinic  was  held  in 
July  and  a  clinic  for  pre-school  children 
in  August. 

During  October  and  November  Presi- 
dent M.  May  Grover  introduced  a  year- 
ly visit  by  the  stake  executive  board 
to  the  homes  of  the  various  ward  presi- 
dents. They  presented  each  one  with  a 
bouquet.  Through  this  plan  the  stake 
board  was  able  to  get  better  acquainted 
with  the  ward  presidents. 

In  September  1929  a  very  inspira- 
tional Relief  Society  conference  was 
held.  Sister  Nettie  D.  Bradford  of  the 
general  board  was  in  attendance.  A 
wonderful  display  of  handicraft  was 
made  in  booths  put  up  by  each  ward. 

The  stake  board  paid  one-half  the 
cost  of  books  used  by  the  wards  in  the 
literary  class. 

Gathered  from  wards  and  paid  to 
the  Madison  Countv  Health  Association 
was  $200.00,  for  health  work  and  the 
county  nurse. 

Two  new  board  members  were 
added:  Mary  Parkinson  Cannon  on 
August  11.  1929  and  Exie  Soelberg  on 
December  23.   1929. 

At  the  beginning  of  1930  the  board 
was  fully  organized  with  the  following 
officers:  President  M.  May  Grover. 
First  Counselor  Artemesia  Romney. 
Second  Counselor  Nora  Davis.  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer Jessie  Atkinson,  Chor- 
ister    Ruby     Stoker,     Organist     Hattie 
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Rigby,  Magazine  Agent  Floretta  Web- 
ster, Members  Elizabeth  Stowell,  Mary 
Cannon,  and  Exie  Soelberg. 

In  April  1930  eight  board  members 
attended  Relief  Society  conference  in 
Salt  Lake  City.  On  returning  home  the 
messages  received  were  carried  to  the 
wards  of  the  stake. 

The  board  donated  to  the  public 
library  a  subscription  to  the  Relief  So- 
ciety Magazine  and  a  check  for  $10.00; 
also  $11.25  to  the  L.D.S.  Hospital  at 
Idaho  Falls  for  Bibles  and  Books  of 
Mormon. 

On  September  14,  1930  a  successful 
Relief  Society  conference  was  held  for 
the  stake  at  which  the  following 
changes  were  made  in  the  board:  Sis- 
ters Artemesia  Romney,  Nora  Davis 
and  Jessie  Atkinson  were  released,  and 
Sisters  Elizabeth  Stowell  and  Floretta 
Webster,  sustained  as  counselors  and 
Berniece  Flamm  sustained  as  secretary- 
treasurer;  Ada  Hamilton  and  Mary 
Duke,  board  members. 

Twenty-one  copies  of  the  literary 
text,  "Great  Short  Stories  of  the 
World,"    were    bought    and    sixty-four 


copies  of  the  social  service  text,  "In- 
fluencing Human  Behavior,"  were 
bought  by  the  stake.  A  nice  letter  of 
recommendation  for  the  same  was  re- 
ceived from  the  general  board,  saying 
that  "this  is  a  sign  of  very  fine  leader- 
ship." 

Before  the  close  of  the  year,  in  re- 
sponse to  a  request  of  the  General  Re- 
lief Society  Board,  a  check  was  made 
on  new  and  made-over  clothing  donated 
by  members.  It  was  found  that  176  new 
articles  and  115  made-over  articles 
were  on  hand. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  board 
was  fully  organized  with  perfect  harm- 
ony and  a  sincere  love  of  the  work 
existing  among  all  members. 

It  was  gratifying  to  the  board  that 
the  yearly  report  was  pronounced  per- 
fect by  the  general  secretary. 

Early  in  January  1931  Mary  P.  Can- 
non moved  to  Blackfoot,  Idaho,  and  so 
was  released.  Grace  Beesley  was  sus- 
tained as  literary  teacher  in  her  place. 

During  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  the  Stake  Relief  Society  sent 
Case  Worker  Exie  Soelberg  as  a  rep- 
resentative to  the  six  weeks  course  in 
social  service  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
sponsored  by  the  general  board  of  the 
Relief  Society. 

Four  members  of  the  board  attended 
the  April  general   conference. 

In  keeping  with  the  national  move- 
ment to  honor  the  memory  of  George 
Washington  by  tree  planting,  our  stake 
organization,  headed  by  Floretta  Web- 
ster, secured  fifteen  fine  Norway 
Maples  at  the  low  cost  of  $1.40  each. 
These  were  planted  in  the  wards,  with 
the  exception  of  Lyman  and  Hibbard, 
whose  trees  were  planted  on  the  taber- 
nacle grounds  along  with  that  of  the 
stake  board. 

Beginning  at  2  p.m.  June  9,  1931  the 
first  district  teachers  convention  ever 
held  in  Fremont  Stake  convened  in  the 
stake  tabernacle  at  Rexburg,  with 
Salem,  Sugar  City,  and  the  four  wards 
of  Rexburg  participating.  Elise  B. 
Alder  of  the  general  board  was  the  in- 
structor. 

Like  conventions  were  held  in  Piano, 
Burton  and  Newdale  on  the  following 
three   days.   On   Saturday,   June    13,   a 
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summary  of  the  work  and  a  brief  so- 
cial for  all  the  wards  was  held  in  the 
Make  tabernacle.  Altogether  461  per- 
sons took  part  in  the  convention. 

The  stake  and  ward  societies  con- 
tributed $6.00  each  toward  the  anti- 
tobacco  campaign  sponsored  by  the 
M.I.A.  The  total  amount  was  $90.00. 
Arthur  Porter,  Jr.  printed  enough 
pamphlets  containing  the  Idaho  State 
Law  on  tobacco  and  minor's  use  and 
sale  to  be  distributed  by  the  visiting 
teachers.  Brother  Porter  did  this  free 
of  charge. 

During  the  year  each  Relief  Society 
member  paid  ten  cents  to  purchase 
drapes  for  the  tabernacle  stand. 

The  new  year  1932  found  the  Stake 
Relief  Society  board  fully  organized 
and  earnest  and  happy  in  its  work. 

Six  representatives  attended  the 
April  conference  at  Salt  Lake  and  at 
least  one  member  attended  each  ward 
conference  held  this  year.  The  program 
was  uniform,  being  a  pageant  composed 
by  members  of  the  stake  board. 

Cooperating  with  the  M.I.A.,  the 
stake  and  ward  Relief  Societies  pur- 
chased 500  copies  of  the  booklet  en- 
titled "Prohibition  Facts,"  for  circula- 
tion  throughout  the  stake. 

Outstanding  was  the  work  done  by 
the  music  department  during  the  year 
under  the  direction  of  Stake  Chorister 
Ruby   Stoker. 

A  beautiful  silk  quilt,  done  in  Re- 
lief Society  colors,  was  presented  to 
General  President  Louise  Y.  Robinson 
on  her  birthday  anniversary  by  the 
stake  and  wards  of  Fremont  Stake. 

The  Board  sent  a  substantial  con- 
tribution to  the  general  board's  chest 
for  the  needy. 

An  outstanding  event  was  the  com- 
bined social  and  art  exhibit  sponsored 
by  the  board. 

Just  before  the  close  of  the  year, 
the  Red  Cross  solicited  the  aid  of  the 
Relief  Society  in  distributing  thousands 
of  yards  of  cotton  goods  for  the  needy. 
They  intrusted  their  entire  supplv  into 
the  hands  of  the  stake  organization,  re- 
questing that  a  strict  record  be  kept  of 
the  number  of  articles  made  from  the 
goods. 

Sister  Mary  Duke  was  released  and 


Ruby  Brown  sustained  as  art  director 
in  July   1932. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1933, 
the  Fremont  Stake  Relief  Society  Board 
was  composed  of  the  following  mem- 
bers: President  M.  May  Grover,  Coun- 
selors Elizabeth  Stowell  and  Floretta 
Webster,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  Ber- 
niece  Flamm,  Chorister  Ruby  Stoker, 
Members  Hattie  Rigby,  Exie  Soelberg, 
Elizabeth  A.  Hamilton,  Grace  Beesley, 
and  Ruby  Brown. 

During  the  year  there  were  30  stake 
meetings  held  and  board  members  read 
collectively  704  chapters  of  scripture. 
Five  members  attended  the  April  con- 
ference and  six  the  October  conference 
in   Salt  Lake   City,  Utah. 

Ward  conferences  were  held 
throughout  the  stake  on  August  20  and 
September  10,  attended  by  at  least  one 
board  member. 

The  annual  magazine  drive  was  set 
for  June  15  to  July  15,  and  proved  to 
be  a  big  success. 

The  yearly  report  of  this  stake  was 
again  perfect. 

The  year  1934  was  an  active  year, 
there  being  held  nine  executive  meet- 
ings, twelve  union  meetings,  ten  board 
study  meetings,  five  meetings  of  yearly 
conventions,  eight  Sunday  board  meet- 
ings and  one  special  meeting  held  dur- 
ing Leadership  week,  where  General 
Secretary  Julia  A.  F.  Lund  was  the 
speaker. 

In  September  Mary  C.  Kimball  of 
the  general  board  conducted  the  con- 
vention. She  introduced  the  project 
"Search  the  Scriptures,"  and  Exie  Soel- 
berg was  appointed  to  conduct  this  new 
department. 

During  the  year  the  board  donated 
$10.00  to  the  public  library  and  pur- 
chased two  memberships  in  the  Red 
Cross.  Cooperation  was  given  in  clinics 
and  welfare  work. 

At  the  close  and  the  opening  of  the 
season's  work,  the  stake  board  enter- 
tained all  ward  officers  and  class 
leaders. 

On  January  24,  1934  the  Relief  So- 
ciety Advisory  High  Councilman  Henry 
J.  Flamm  died  and  was  succeeded  by 
Ernest   Blaser. 

The    name    of   Fremont    Stake    was 
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changed  on  June  23,  1935  to  that  of 
Rexburg  Stake  and  will  be  thus  known 
hereafter. 

The  new  scripture  reading  project 
was  stimulated  and  made  very  interes- 
ing  under  the  direction  of  Exie  Soel- 
berg. 

At  the  March  1935  quarterly  con- 
ference the  Relief  Society  choir  under 
the  direction  of  Ruby  Stoker  furnished 
the  singing. 

On  July  21,  1935  the  Sugar  City 
Ward  was  divided  into  Sugar  First  and 
Second,  thus  making  fifteen  wards  in 
the  stake. 

On  July  28,  1935  Sisters  Alveretta 
Davis  and  Emily  Cook  were  added  to 
the  board.  Sister  Berniece  Flamm  re- 
signed her  position  because  of  her  re- 
moval to  Ogden  and  Alveretta  Davis 
was  appointed  in  her  place  as  secretary- 
treasurer,  on  October  13,  1935.  Mary  E. 
Hunt  was  sustained  as  magazine  agent. 
Floretta  Webster  was  regretfully  re- 
leased from  active  duty  on  the  board 
because  of  ill  health,  but  was  voted  an 
honorary  member  of  the   board. 

Sister   Hattie   Rigby   was   appointed 


as  second  counselor  in  Sister  Webster's 
place. 

On  August  18  a  conference-conven- 
tion was  held  conjointly  with  Yellow- 
stone Stake  at  Rexburg,  the  first  con- 
vention where  class  work  was  con- 
ducted. Two  general  board  members 
were  in  attendance.  It  was  a  great  suc- 
cess. 

At  the  opening  of  the  year  1936,  the 
board  sponsored  a  married  people's 
dancing  party  which  was  very  well 
attended  and  enjoyed  by  all  on  Janu- 
ary 3,  1936. 

In  February  1936  the  board  assisted 
by  the  wards  sold  tickets  to  a  picture 
show  at  the  Romance  theatre  on  a  per- 
centage basis.  Eighty  dollars  was  made 
by  this  means. 

In  June  at  the  Fourth  Ward  chapel 
was  held  a  festival  of  original  music, 
art,  and  literature  under  the  direction 
of  Ruby  Stoker.  It  was  well  attended 
and  very  much  appreciated. 

The  convention  held  in  September 
was  held  jointly  with  the  M.IA.  The 
Relief  Society  furnished  the  music. 

No  changes  were  made  on  the  board 
during  1936,  so  that  at  the  beginning 
of  1937  the  roll  was  unchanged.  The 
advisory  high  councilman  was  changed 
from  Ernest  Blaser  to  Henry  C.  Blunck. 

The  second  annual  ball  of  the  Reiief 
Society  was  held  New  Year's  Eve.  It 
was  fairly  well  attended  and  much  en- 
joyed. 

During  Leadership  week,  the  board 
entertained  at  dinner  in  honor  of  the 
general  board  member. 

On  March  17,  1937  the  stake  board 
entertained  the  ward  members  in  the 
Fourth  Ward  chapel.  A  program,  pag- 
eant and  refreshments  were  enjoyed. 
Over  500  were  in  attendance  and  en- 
joyed the  affair. 

On  June  22  the  second  annual  festi- 
val of  original  music,  art,  and  literature 
was  held.  An  especially  fine  art  exhibit 
was  shown  and  numerous  home-grown 
flowers  were  on  display.  Refreshments 
were  served. 

Arzetta  Parkinson  was  appointed  to 
the  board  on  August  22,  1937.  In  No- 
vember 1937  another  show  was  spon- 
sored to  raise  funds  for  the  board's  ex- 
pense. 
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During  the  year  1938  Sisters  Gr  ice 
Beesley  Keppner  and  Elizabeth  A. 
Hamilton  were  released  and  Sisters 
Olive  Webster  and  Lucy  J.  Young  were 
appointed  to   the  board. 

The  same  year  the  general  board 
launched  a  project  of  home-sewing  and 
home-baking.  Sister  Hattie  Rigby  had 
charge  of  making  the  investigations  and 
checking  final  results.  It  was  unani- 
mously decided  that  homework  was 
most  economical. 

A  silk  quilt  was  made  and  presented 
to  Sister  Grace  B.  Keppner  in  appreci- 
ation for  her  labors  on  the  board.  (May 
1938.) 

The  new  class  for  young  mothers 
was  inaugurated  with  the  opening  of 
the  fall  work  and  Sister  Ruby  Brown 
was  put  in  charge.  Lucy  J.  Young  was 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  new 
membership  drive  in  preparation  for 
the  100.000  strong  for  the  centennial  in 
1942. 

Sister  Olive  Webster  was  chairman 
of  a  show  sponsored  by  the  Relief  So- 
ciety in  November  1938. 

The  year  1939  was  begun  with  a 
cooked  food  sale  to  raise  funds  to  help 
send  twelve  members  of  the  Singing 
Mothers  to  the  April  conference  in  Salt 
Lake.  A  total  of  $21.87  was  raised. 

On  April  13  a  social  was  held  for 
Sister  Lucy  J.  Young  who  had  to  leave 
the  board.  Sister  Elsie  K.  Jensen  was 
appointed  membership  coordinator  June 
25,  1939,  and  Sister  Sarah  Jane  Brown 
as  literary  class  leader  August  27,  1939. 

In  August  a  stake  visiting  teachers 
convention  was  held  at  the  tabernacle. 
An  inspirational  program  was  giv^n 
and  a  delicious  plate  lunch  served.  Sis- 
ter Alveretta  Davis  was  released  as 
secretary  June  25,  1939  and  Sister  Olive 
Webster  appointed  to  act  in  that  posi- 
tion. 

The  ward  conferences  were  all  cen- 
tered around  the  membership  drive  and 
featured  the  centennial  arch  in  1939. 
Every  ward  made  the  arch.  Bi  other 
.James  S.  Webster  succeeded  Brother 
Henry  C.  Blunck  as  advisory  high  coun- 
cilman of  the  Relief  Society  board. 

In  August  a  two  stake  Relief  So- 
ciety convention  was  held  at  Rexburg 
with  Rigby  Stake  cooperating.  Refresh- 


ments were  served.  Sister  Olive  Web- 
ster was  in  charge. 

The  Rexburg  Stake  Relief  Society 
was  reorganized  on  February  11,  !940. 
Sister  M.  May  Grover  was  succeeded  bv 
Sister  Elizabeth  Stowell  as  presicent 
with  Hattie  Rigby  as  first  and  Olive 
Webster  as  second  counselors;  Lucille 
Cullimore,  secretary  and  treasurer; 
Ruby  Stoker,  chorister;  Mary  E.  Hunt, 
magazine  agent;  Elsie  K.  Jensen,  mem- 
bership coordinator;  Eva  Clinger,  the- 
ology; Arzetta  Parkinson,  work  and 
business;  Jennie  Brown,  literature; 
Ruby  Brown,  family  relations;  Verla 
Chapman,  social  service;  Emily  Clark, 
teachers  topic  and  scripture  reading. 
These  grand  women  faced  their  new 
work  with  faith  and  courage. 

Four  wards  were  reorganized  dur- 
ing the  year,  namely:  Burton,  Indepen- 
dence, Rexburg  First,  and  Salem. 

On  March  17,  1940  the  entire  mem- 
bership of  the  stake  joined  in  honoring 
Sister  M.  May  Grover,  past  president, 
at  a  party  held  in  the  basement  of 
the  tabernacle.  There  were  about  350 
women  present.  A  lovely  diamond  ring 
was  presented  to  her  in  appreciation  of 
her  true  and  faithful  service.  She  was 
capable  as  an  executive,  always  willing 
to  share  the  work  and  the  praise.  Her 
testimony  of  the  gospel  led  her  to  live 
its  principles  unfalteringly  and  her  ex- 
ample will  always  be  a  shining  guide 
to  all  Relief  Society  women. 

The  union  meetings  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1940  were  devoted  to  the  maga- 
zine, the  membership  drive,  beautifi- 
cation,  and  work  and  business.  The 
board  met  on  August  20  to  sew  on 
articles  used  in  the  demonstration. 

The  Singing  Mothers  of  the  stake 
were  very  active. 

Most  of  the  welfare  cannery  work 
was  done  by  members  of  the  Relief  So- 
ciety. Approximately  20,000  cans  of 
produce  were  preserved  during  the 
summer.  The  stake  board  as  such  spent 
a  day  there. 

The  welfare  assignment  to  the  Re- 
lief Society  was  to  furnish  blankets  and 
mattresses.  Nine  wards  furnished  part 
wool  blankets  and  six  wards  combined 
to  furnish  three  mattresses. 

All  wards  of  the  stake  were  visited 
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twice  during  the  year  by  the  stake 
board  members,  52  visits  being  re- 
corded by  the  ward  secretaries. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1940 
the  total  membership  was  1091  and  at 
the  close  it  showed  1222,  a  gain  of  131 
new  members.  Membership  dues  were 
collected  and  there  was  an  increase  of 
$28.00  over  1939.  The  number  of  maga- 
zines taken  up  to  December  31  was 
680  as  compared  with  615  for  1929. 

The  year  1940  was  encouraging  and 
there  is  bright  hope  for  the  future. 

The  year  1941  was  begun  with  a 
fully  organized  board.  However,  the 
following  changes  were  made  during 
the  year:  Sister  Ruby  Brown  was  re- 
leased as  family  relation  leader  May 
25;  Sister  Geneva  Plummer  was  sus- 
tained as  home  service  leader  July  27; 
Eva  dinger  released  as  theology 
leader  September  28,  and  Loretta  Rigby 
sustained  in  that  position  on  that  date. 
All  wards  were  organized  and  no  re- 
organizations occurred  during  the  year. 

Membership  in  the  stake  January  1 
was  1222,  and  on  December  31  was 
1363,  an  increase  of  141.  Magazine  sub- 


scriptions increased  to  807  as  compared 
with  680  for  1940.  Sixty-nine  visits  were 
made  to  the  wards  by  members  of  the 
board.  Nine  board  members  attended 
conference  during  April  and  October  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

Union  meetings  planned  for  the 
summer  program  included: 

May  25,  talk  on  cancer  control,  Dr. 
Alden  Tall  of  Rigby   Stake. 

June  22,  "Our  Magazine,"  under  the 
direction  of  Stake  Magazine  Represent- 
ative Mary  E.  Hunt. 

July  27,  membership,  under  the  di- 
rection oi  Stake  Membership  Coordi- 
nator E^ie  K.  Jensen. 

Augast  24,  work  and  business,  under 
the  dvection  of  Stake  Leader  Arzetta 
Parkmson. 

January  13,  members  of  the  board 
ac+id  as  flower  bearers  at  the  funeral 
ol  Brother  J.  W.  Webster. 

March  16  and  17,  annual  day  pro- 
grams were  held  in  all  the  wards. 

March  20,  a  party  was  held  in  honor 
of  Sister  Hattie  Rigby's  birthday  by  the 
stake  board  at  the  home  of  President 
Elizabeth  Stowell.  Sister  M.  May  Gro- 
ver,  former  president,  was  invited  as  a 
special  guest. 

March  30,  Singing  Mothers  gave  a 
delightful  concert  at  the  Fourth  Ward 
chapel. 

May  3,  food  was  furnished  by  the 
Relief  Society  for  students  attending 
the  youth  conference  of  seminary  stu- 
dents at  Ricks  College. 

June  24,  a  luncheon  was  held  by  the 
stake  board  honoring  the  ward  Relief 
Society  presidents,  the  theme  being 
"One  Hundred  Thousand  Strong."  Ar- 
rangements were  under  the  direction 
of  Sister  Verla  Chapman. 

July  17,  the  Singing  Mothers  furn- 
ished the  singing  for  the  women's  en- 
campment at  Pond's  Lodge  in  Island 
Park. 

August  31,  the  annual  conference 
convention  was  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  Rigby  Stake  Relief  Society  in 
Rigby. 

September  9,  a  reception  for  all 
ward  officers  and  class  leaders  was 
held  by  the  stake  board  at  the  Fourth 
Ward  chapel. 

During     October     all     wards     were 
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visited  by  members  of  the  stake  board 
on  a  regular  meeting  day.  At  union 
meeting  Relief  Society  pins  were  pre- 
sented to  all  ward  presidents  in  appreci- 
ation of  their  service  and  cooperation. 

November  16,  ward  conferences  were 
held,  visited  by  members  of  the  board. 

December  7,  programs  sponsored 
jointly  by  the  M.I. A.  and  Relief  Society 
were  held  in  all  wards  to  encourage 
membership  in  Relief  Society. 

A  party  was  held  in  honor  of  Presi- 
dent Stowell  at  the  home  of  Sister  Olive 
Webster,  sometime  in  December. 

During  December  all  board  mem- 
bers were  interviewed  by  the  stake 
presidency  regarding  their  attitude  to- 
ward church  leadership  and  their  own 
position   in   the   church. 

During  the  year  the  board  was  rep- 
resented at  the  following  meetings: 
January  14,  speech  by  adult  family  life 
consultant  of  the  state  welfare  board; 
March,  conference  of  cancer  control  as- 
sociation; April  13,  Idaho  state  confer- 
ence of  social  work;  and  also  encour- 
aged the  observance  of  national  health 
day,  February  5. 

The  following  objectives  were  un- 
dertaken by  the  board:  (1)  To  encour- 
age members  to  prepare  temple  cloth- 
ing to  be  used  in  the  new  temple  at 
Idaho  Falls.  (2)  To  collect  church  works 
not  being  used  in  the  homes  for  use  of 
the  seminary  library.  (3)  Two  dozen 
chairs  were  bought  for  the  tabernacle 
basement.  (4)  A  move  was  begun  to 
purchase  new  decorations  for  tabernacle 
funerals.  (5)  Bookbinding  demonstra- 
tions were  held  by  stake  and  ward 
leaders  to  learn  bookbinding  to  pre- 
serve periodicals  for  the  organizations. 
(6)  Ward  and  stake  histories  collected 
by  ward  secretaries  to  be  compiled  or 
edited  by  President  Elizabeth  Stowell 
and  brought  up  to  date. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1941  committees 
were  appointed  and  preparation  had 
gone  forward  in  anticipation  of  a  bril- 
liant and  joyful  celebration  in  1942  in 
commemoration  of  the  centennial  year 
of  our  great  Relief  Society.  Choruses 
were  busily  at  work,  decorations  were 
being  considered,  the  birthday  cake  was 
already  planned,  receptions  and  socials 
calendared.  But  our  hopes  were  not  to 


be  realized.  Due  to  circumstances 
brought  on  by  the  war,  the  church  re- 
quested that  stake  gatherings  be  cur- 
tailed wherever  possible  and  that  our 
centennial  activities  be  confined  to 
ward  groups. 

Consequently  the  wards  were  en- 
couraged to  make  their  centennial  pro- 
grams even  more  interesting  and  in- 
spirational than  had  previously  been 
planned  to  assuage  the  disappointment 
which  all  felt  in  being  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  a  stake  celebration.  From 
the  reports  which  reached  the  board, 
the  centennial  programs  were  an  out- 
standing success  throughout  all  the 
wards,  being  characterized  by  delight- 
ful decorations,  special  singing  and  in- 
strumental music,  historical  sketches, 
pageantry,  bits  of  drama,  stories,  danc- 
ing and  refreshments. 

Where  facilities  were  available  the 
messages  of  President  Heber  J.  Grant 
and  Relief  Society  President  Amy 
Brown  Lyman  were  presented.  Special 
honor  was  paid  to  the  sisters  who  had 
been  Relief  Society  members  for  fifty 
years  and  over.  Lovely  birthday  cakes 
were  cut  and  served  to  those  in  attend- 
ance. All  members  of  the  wards  were 
invited  to  participate  in  this  important 
event,  and  large  audiences  joined  en- 
thusiastically in  paying  tribute  on  the 
birthday  of  this  organization  which  has 
meant  so  much  to  the  progress  of  the 
women  of  the  church  and  others  who 
have  shared  with  them  its  manifold 
blessings. 

On  February  14,  1942  stake  board 
members  were  happy  to  be  the  honored 
guests  of  the  ward  executive  officers 
at  a  Valentine  Social  at  the  Fourth 
Ward  chapel,  with  President  Mabel 
Strong  of  Sugar  City  First  Ward  acting 
as  mistress  of  ceremonies.  Valentine 
songs  and  sketches  were  featured  on 
the  program,  followed  by  a  delicious 
luncheon.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  so- 
cial a  centennial  plate  was  presented  to 
each  board  member  as  an  expression  of 
appreciation  from  the  ward  officers, 
which  was  acknowledged  in  behalf  of 
the  board  by  First  Counselor  Hattie 
Rigby. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  the  Singing 
Mothers  featured  a  party  in  the  base- 
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ment  of  the  tabernacle  as  their  last 
meeting  together  until  conditions 
should  be  favorable  to  their  regular 
meetings  again.  The  stake  board  mem- 
bers were  invited  to  attend  and  all  en- 
joyed a  pleasurable  hour  together  and 
were  served  a  delightful  buffet  lunch- 
eon. 

The  year  1942  was  begun  with  a 
membership  of  1363  in  Rexburg  Stake 
of  Zion,  with  all  wards  fully  organized 
as  well  as  the  stake  board.  During  the 
year,  however,  four  wards  were  re- 
organized: Salem  Relief  Society  Janu- 
ary 11,  Hibbard  on  August  23,  Teton 
and  Independence  on  September  20.  All 
wards  were  functioning  capably  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  adapting  themselves 
well  to  the  plan  of  the  church  to  dis- 
continue union  meeting  gatherings  dur- 
ing war  times. 

Few  changes  were  made  in  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  stake  board.  Sister  Verla 
Chapman  was  released  as  social  sci- 
ence leader  on  January  25.  In  Septem- 
ber Sister  Loretta  Rigby  was  assigned 
to  the  social  science  department  and 
Sister  Elsie  K.  Jensen  to  the  theology 


class  work.  The  board  was  working 
harmoniously  together. 

Due  to  the  war  the  women  of  the 
stake  were  asked  and  encouraged  to 
help  in  all  commendable  war  endeavors 
and  the  wards  were  urged  wherever 
possible  to  organize  as  units  to  do  Red 
Cross  sewing.  Those  wards  who  could 
were  asked  to  purchase  war  bonds  and 
this  was  also  done  by  the  stake  board. 
Home  nursing  courses  were  organized 
through  the  Red  Cross  and  each  ward 
was  asked  to  obtain  emergency  first 
aid  nursing  kits.  A  hospital  bed  was 
purchased  jointly  by  the  four  wards  of 
Rexburg  and  the  stake  board.  Church 
welfare  assignments  to  the  Relief  So- 
cieties were  also  filled. 

Joining  with  the  churchwide  plan 
of  the  Relief  Society  to  plant  trees  dur- 
ing this  memorable  year,  April  21  was 
designated  for  tree  planting  ceremon- 
ies throughout  the  stake.  Such  pro- 
grams were  carried  out  in  most  wards 
in  accordance  with  a  program  arranged 
by  Sister  Elsie  K.  Jensen  of  the  stake 
board.  A  special  stake  program  was 
held  on  the  tabernacle  grounds  and  con- 
sisted of  the  following  numbers: 

1 — Two  trumpet  duets  by  Kline  and 
Grant  Strong  of  Sugar  City  First  Ward, 
"For  the  Strength  of  the  Hills"  and 
"God  Bless  America." 

2 — An  explanation  of  the  meaning 
of  the  centennial  tree  planting  and  the 
value  of  trees,  First  Counselor  Hattie 
Rigby. 

3 — Dedicatory  prayer  offered  by 
President  Peter  J.  Ricks. 

4 — Two  poems  read  by  Second  Coun- 
selor Olive  Webster. 

5 — "Trees"  by  Joyce  Kilmer,  played 
in  trumpet  duet  by  Kline  and  Grant 
Strong. 

The  first  shovelfull  of  earth  was 
spaded  by  President  Peter  J.  Ricks,  fol- 
lowed by  President  Elizabeth  Stowell, 
and  other   board   members. 

On  May  24  all  ward  presidents  met 
with  the  stake  board  and  instructions 
for  their  summer  work  were  reviewed. 
Unions  meetings  were  held  only  in 
January  and  September  in  accordance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  general  board. 
Sister  Elsie  K.  Jensen  was  asked  to 
assemble   a    Centennial    Memory   Book 
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for  the  stake. 

On  May  25  Sister  Leona  Maughan, 
president  of  the  Independence  Relief 
Society,  passed  away  after  an  operation. 

The  evening  of  the  quarterly  con- 
ference on  August  16  was  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Relief  Society  board  and 
an  excellent  program  was  given.  Presi- 
dent Peter  J.  Ricks  presided  and  Stake 
Relief  Society  President  Elizabeth 
Stowell  was  in  charge,  with  First  Coun- 
selor Hattie  Rigby  conducting.  Pre- 
liminary music  was  by  Sister  Ruth 
Barrus  of  Sugar  City.  A  brief  message 
of  greeting  was  given  by  Sister  Rigby, 
in  which  she  expressed  appreciation  of 
the  board  for  the  lovely  flowers  ar- 
ranged by  Sister  Alfrieda  Sorensen, 
carrying  out  a  color  scheme  in  gold  and 
blue,  the  Relief  Society  colors. 

Program  included: 

1 — Opening  song,  "Praise  to  the 
Man,"  by  the  congregation,  led  by  Re- 
lief Society  Chorister  Ruby  Stoker. 

2 — Invocation,  Second  Counselor 
Olive  Webster. 

3— "The  Green  Cathedral,"  by  Sing- 
ing Mothers  group  under  the  direction 
of  Stake  Chorister  Ruby  Stoker. 

4— "The  Latter-day  Saint  Home 
Strengthened  Spiritually  in  War  Time 
Through  the  Relief  Society  Program," 
address  by  President  Elizabeth  Stowell. 

5 — "In  His  Form,"  Singing  Mothers. 

6 — Scriptural  readings,  "Poetry  of 
the  Bible,''  Sister  Emily  Clark,  stake 
scripture  reading  adviser. 

7— "The  Swallow,"  Singing  Mothers. 

8 — "Spiritual  Growth  Through  an 
Understanding  of  the  Sacrament,"  So- 
cial Science  Leader  Loretta  Rigby. 

9 — A  brief  talk  was  given  by  Levi 
Edgar  Young  of  the  First  Council  of 
Seventy,  conference  visitor. 

10— "Peace  I  Leave  With  You," 
Singing  Mothers. 

11 — Benediction,  Elsie  K.  Jensen, 
theology   leader. 

Presidenl  Elizabeth  Stowell  reported 
having  compiled  the  stake  and  ward 
histories  for  the  years  1927-1941,  a  pro- 
ject which  was  undertaken  by  her  in 
1941. 

On  November  1  ward  conferences 
were  held  by  all  the  Relief  Societies 
except    Burton    which    was    held    at    a 


later  date.  Sister  Verla  Chapman  and 
Sister  M.  May  Grover,  former  board 
members,  were  asked  to  assist  in  visit- 
ing the  ward  conferences. 

The  Singing  Mothers  group  was 
active  during  the  year. 

The  year  1942  was  most  successful, 
and  we  looked  forward  to  1943  as  a  year 
of  increased  responsibility,  activity  and 
progress. 


Rexburg    Stake   Relief    Society   History 
for  the  Year   1943 

In  spite  of  the  unsettled  conditions 
prevailing  in  most  of  the  homes  and  or- 
ganizations due  to  the  war  and  its  rapid 
encroachments  upon  our  lives,  the  year 
1943  saw  much  accomplished  by  the 
women  of  the  Rexburg  Stake  Relief  So- 
ciety. 

The  Red  Cross  nursing  and  first  aid 
courses  were  well  attended.  A  total  of 
121  received  certificates.  Many  wards 
gave  substantial  aid  in  rolling  bandages 
and  assisting  in  sewing. 

All  assignments  for  the  welfare  pro- 
gram were  carried  out  with  full  co- 
operation of  the  ward  officers  and 
members.  The  assignment  of  fifty-three 
woolen  pieced  quilts  was  carried  out. 
Early  in  the  year  the  Relief  Society 
executive  officers  of  the  stake  met  with 
the  ward  presidents  at  the  welfare  cen- 
ter and  together  they  sorted,  boxed  and 
labeled  all  articles  which  had  been  col- 
lected. Those  not  suitable  to  be  used 
in  their  present  condition  were  cleaned 
and  made  ready  for  use.  Many  of  the 
old  woolen  sweaters  were  sent  to  be 
made  into  batts  for  quilts  made  from 
woolen  pieces  salvaged  from  the  col- 
lection. 

Under  the  direction  of  President 
Elizabeth  Stowell  a  project  launched 
two  years  ago — that  of  compiling  a  short 
history  of  every  ward  since  its  organ- 
ization— was  completed.  In  many  wards 
early  records  had  been  lost.  This  neces- 
sitated many  hours  of  research  through 
stake  and  ward  files  to  obtain  the 
necessary  data.  Placed  on  file  in  the 
stake  house  vault  were  the  completed 
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ELIZABETH   S.    STOWELL 

Stake   Relief   Society   President 

1940-1945 

histories  of  all  the  wards  and  the  stake. 
It  is  an  inspiration  to  learn  of  the  labors 
and  faithful  devotion  to  Relief  Society 
of  those  women  who  pioneerd  this  val- 
ley, so  many  of  whom  have  passed 
away. 

Five  wards  were  reorganized  during 
the  year,  namely:  Salem,  May  23;  Sugar 
City  First,  June  13;  Sugar  City  Second, 
July  11;  Rexburg  Fourth,  June  27;  and 
Piano,  October  31.  In  each  ward  the 
new  officers  assumed  their  responsi- 
bility willingly,  and  the  work  went  for- 
ward   with    dispatch. 

Members  of  the  stake  board  were 
united  in  purpose  and  in  effort.  In 
February  it  became  necessary  to  release 
two  members  due  to  their  removal  from 
the  stake.  Lucille  Cullimore,  stake 
secretary,  was  succeeded  by  Margaret 
B.  Davis,  and  Geneva  Plummer,  who 
was  in  charge  of  the  home  topic  les- 
sons. Both  these  sisters  were  faithful 
and  efficient  and  it  was  with  regret 
that  the  board  released  them. 

When  the  assignment  was  received 
for  temple  clothing  to  furnish  the  new 
Idaho  Falls  temple,  the  stake  board  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  supplying 
the  fifteen  aprons  allotted  to  our  stake. 


The  wards  provided  fifteen  robes  for 
men,  ten  veils  for  women,  and  fifteen 
long  towels.  The  assignment  was  com- 
pleted in  August  and  delivered  to  the 
custodian  of  the  temple  at  Idaho  Falls 
in  September — the  first  to  be  completed 
and  delivered  in  the  temple  district. 

Another  project  undertaken  by  the 
stake  board  during  the  summer  was  the 
providing  of  white  suits  for  the  use  of 
the  children  at  the  monthly  baptismal 
services  at  the  tabernacle.  After  in- 
vestigation of  various  types  of  clothes  by 
a  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
the  board  decided  to  use  a  short  one- 
piece  play  suit  for  the  girls,  and  long 
white  trousers  and  a  sport  shirt  for  the 
boys.  Twenty-four  suits  were  made 
available  and  stored  in  a  cabinet  in 
the  tabernacle.  They  are  rented  for  the 
cost  of  laundry.  After  many  adults  in 
the  stake  applied  for  baptism,  the  board 
made  plans  to  provide  several  suits  for 
adults. 

Outstanding  meetings  held  by  the 
Relief  Society  included  Sunday  evening 
meeting  in  March,  where  the  theme, 
"A  Better  America,"  was  presented,  and 
the  ward  Relief  Society  conferences  held 
October  31,  when  "Fortifying  the  Home 
Front"  was  the  theme.  The  stake  offi- 
cers or  their  representatives  were  in 
attendance  at  all  of  the  ward  confer- 
ence sessions. 

The  evening  meeting  of  stake  quar- 
terly conference  in  August  was  con- 
ducted by  the  Relief  Society  stake 
board.  Topics  in  symposium  outlined  by 
the  general  board  were  presented  by 
the  board  members  and  music  was 
furnished  by  the  Singing  Mothers  of 
the  stake.  The  scripture  reading  was 
given  in  the  form  of  a  choral  reading 
which  was  most  effective. 

In  order  to  keep  contact  with  ward 
officers  several  special  meetings  were 
called.  In  May  the  ward  executives  met 
with  the  board  to  plan  the  summer's 
work,  and  all  ward  officers  were  called 
for  a  planning  meeting  in  September. 
Following  the  regional  meeting  at  Idaho 
Falls  in  October  with  general  board 
members,  all  class  leaders  were  called 
together  to  receive  the  instructions 
given.  The  attendance  at  these  meetings 
was  gratifying  and  all  ward  officers  ex- 
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pressed  appreciation  for  the  opportun- 
ity to  meet  with  the  stake  board  and 
other  ward  officers. 

When  restrictions  on  material  made 
it  impracticable  to  continue  work  on 
the  Centennial  book,  it  was  decided  to 
assemble  all  data  that  had  been  pre- 
pared and  store  it  in  the  stake  vault 
until  such  time  as  materials  were 
available  for  its  completion.  The  work 
of  Sister  Elsie  K.  Jensen  on  this  project 
has  been  highly  efficient. 

The  magazine  subscription  drive  was 
most  successful  throughout  the  stake. 
A  total  number  of  932  subscriptions  was 
reported  at  the  close  of  the  year  1943. 
Sister  Mary  E.  Hunt  did  everything  pos- 
sible to  assist  the  ward  representatives 
in  making  their  drives  a  success  and 
she  surely   deserves  commendation. 

The  mere  recounting  of  events  can 
never  bring  to  the  reader's  mind  the 
time,  labor  and  devotion  put  into  this 
work  of  the  Relief  Societies  by  the 
loyal  and  faithful  women  of  its  organ- 
ization. 

The  board  is  deeply  grateful  that  it 
has  been  privileged  to  assist  the  sisters 
in  this  noble  work,  as  we  face  the  diffi- 
cult future  with  a  firm  faith  in  the 
success  of  the  Relief  Society  cause. 

Narrative   History  of   the   Rexburg 
Stake  Relief   Society— 1944 

In  spite  of  the  discouragement  and 
difficulties  incident  to  the  war,  real 
progress  was  made  in  the  Relief  So- 
ciety during  1944.  The  board  was  fully 
organized  with  ten  members.  They  were 
a  band  of  faithful,  earnest  women  who 
tried  in  every  way  possible  to  make  the 
work  of  the  ward  officers  more  easy 
and  more  efficient. 

During  January  the  project  of  all 
the  clothing  in  the  welfare  assignments 
was  given  to  the  Relief  Societies  of  the 
stakes.  It  consisted  of  the  following: 

26  women's  dresses 

316  dish   towels 

53  women's   nightgowns 

316  pillow  cases 

53  children's  panties 

25  women's  pajamas 
240   sheets 

53  women's  slips 

26  children's  dresses 
15  layettes 


3  dozen  diapers 
3  shirts 
3  bands 

3  flannel  squares 

4  pads 

2  jackets 

105  sheet  blankets 

53  children's  slips 

The  assignment  was  almost  equally 
divided  between  the  fifteen  wards  and 
at  a  special  meeting  was  given  to  the 
ward  presidents  for  acceptance.  It  was 
with  a  great  deal  of  trepidation  that 
the  assignments  were  given  to  the 
wards,  but  not  a  single  word  of  protest 
was  made.  Each  president  accepted  her 
list  and  went  home  to  work  out  ways 
and  means  of  fulfilling  it. 

Some  of  the  wards  used  their  charity 
or  their  general,  or  part  of  both  funds 
for  the  purchase  of  the  materials.  Others 
gathered  donations  from  the  teachers 
districts.  A  certain  district  would  be  as- 
signed the  twenty-one  dishtowels,  for 
example,  and  the  teachers  in  that  dis- 
trict would  collect  the  goods  or  their 
equivalent  in  money.  Most  of  the  lay- 
ettes were  gathered  at  a  baby  shower 
at  one  of  the  work  and  business  meet- 
ings. At  the  meeting  beforehand,  slips 
of  paper  with  the  names  of  articles  re- 
quired were  drawn  by  the  sisters,  and 
on  the  day  of  the  shower  they  presented 
their  articles  nicely  wrapped.  The  occa- 
sion was  made  into  a  lovely  party,  with 
refreshments,  programs,  and  games, 
after  which  the  layette  was  displayed 
by  the  presidency. 

One  ward  made  most  of  its  assign- 
ment from  poultry  feed  bags,  collected 
from  poultrymen  in  the  area.  Washed 
and  bleached,  they  were  made  into  slips 
and  panties,  pillow  cases  and  dishtowels. 
Some  of  the  bags  were  pale  pastel  col- 
ors which  made  dainty  slips  for  the 
children. 

When  completed,  the  assignment  was 
pressed  and  beautifully  packed  and 
turned  into  the  welfare  center.  Not  a 
single  article  from  any  ward  was  lack- 
ing. Mere  words  or  cold  figures  do  not 
tell  of  the  sacrifice  and  devotion  put 
into  the  achievement  of  this  huge  task. 
Many  of  the  sisters  bought  their  limit 
of  two  sheets  at  the  store,  giving  them 
to  the  Society  and  doing  without  them- 
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selves.  Hours  of  sewing  in  the  homes 
were  required  for  the  completion  of 
this  project.  Every  Relief  Society 
woman  was  gratified  with  the  ac- 
complishment. 

A  party  was  given  in  honor  of  Sis- 
ter Arzetta  Parkinson,  work  director, 
who  was  released  on  January  16,  after 
serving  well  for  a  number  of  years  on 
the  board.  The  party  was  held  in  Sugar 
City  at  the  home  of  Sister  Ruby  Stoker 
on  January  19.  A  fine  chicken  dinner 
was  served  and  games  and  a  program 
enjoyed.  Sister  Parkinson  was  presented 
with  a  silver  sandwich  plate. 

On  Sunday,  March  5,  the  Relief  So- 
ciety in  each  ward  presented  the  an- 
nual day  program.  The  theme  was  "Re- 
lief Society  Today  and  Yesterday." 

On  the  fourth  Sunday  in  May  all 
ward  presidents  met  with  the  board 
to  plan  the  summer's  work  and  receive 
special  instructions.  The  response  to 
these  special  meetings  was  evidence  of 
how  anxiously  the  sisters  awaited  the 
time  when  union  meetings  could  be  re- 
sumed. 

The  board  added  four  women's  and 
four  men's  suits  to  the  baptismal  cloth- 
ing, also  some  towels  and  a  heavy  rug. 
This  project  has  proved  a  great  blessing 
to  the  children  and  to  the  adults  who 
come  to  the  tabernacle  to  be  baptized. 
A  member  of  the  board  is  in  attendance 
each  month. 

Members  of  the  board  presented 
Sister  Stowell  with  a  wonderful  book 
of  poems,  "Ted  Malone's  Volume  V,"  on 
her  birthday. 

The  summer  party  was  held  at  the 
home  of  President  Elizabeth  Stowell  in 
the  form  of  a  dinner  party  in  honor  of 
two  faithful  members  of  the  board — 
Sister  Mary  E.  Hunt,  magazine  rep- 
resentative, and  Sister  Emily  Clark, 
teacher  topic  and  scripture  leader.  Each 
was  presented  with  a  book,  "Gospel 
Doctrine"  and  "Gospel  Standards,"  in 
appreciation  of  their  splendid  labor  in 
their  special  fields. 

The  September  planning  meeting 
was  a  grand  success,  with  an  attendance 
of  150. 

The  annual  ward  conferences  were 
held  November  5  in  every  ward.  Be- 
cause there  were  only  nine  stake  board 


members,  past  ward  presidents  were 
asked  to  help  visit  the  wards  on  this 
night,  which  they  gladly  did.  Those 
asked  for  this  favor  were  Sister  Mabel 
Strong  of  Sugar  City,  Sister  Lucinda 
Fisher  of  the  Rexburg  Third  Ward,  Sis- 
ters Annie  Kerr  and  Erma  Stucki  of  the 
Rexburg  Fourth  Ward,  and  Sisters  Em- 
ma Oldham  and  Blanch  Hendricks  of 
Hibbard.  The  programs  were  given  as 
outlined.  The  theme  was  "Live  up  to 
Your  Privileges."  Everyone  felt  inspired 
and  uplifted. 

Sister  Lucinda  Fisher  was  released 
after  ten  years  of  faithful  service  as 
president  of  Rexburg  Third  Ward  Re- 
lief Society.  Sister  Emily  Ricks  was 
her  successor  as  president.  Sister  Fran- 
ces H.  Schwendiman  was  released  after 
many  years  of  faithful  service,  and 
Sister  Anita  Schwendiman  set  apart  as 
president  of  the  Newdale  Ward  Relief 
Society.  Sister  Blanch  Hendricks  of 
Hibbard  Ward  was  released  after  two 
years  of  efficient  service  and  Sister 
Arima  Rigby  sustained  in  her  place  as 
president. 

All  wards  were  fully  organized  and 
working  harmoniously  together.  The 
attendance  was  not  the  best,  but  was 
excusable  on  account  of  the  many 
women  working  in  the  seed  houses, 
stores  and  fields.  Notwithstanding  this 
drawback,  the  achievements  were  grati- 
fying. 

Many  of  the  Relief  Society  organiza- 
tions have  turned  over  large  sums  to 
their  bishops  for  the  building  funds, 
ranging  from  $100  to  $500,  which  money 
was  earned  by  serving  dinners  and  con- 
ducting bazaars. 

History    of    the    Rexburg    Stake    Relief 
Society— 1945 

The  Rexburg  Stake  Relief  Society 
commenced  the  year  1945  with  Eliza- 
beth S.  Stowell  as  president,  Hattie  L. 
Rigby  as  first  counselor,  Olive  A.  Web- 
ster as  second  counselor,  and  Margaret 
B.  Davis  as  secretary  and  treasurer. 

On  January  28  the  Sugar  City  wards 
were  combined  and  all  Relief  Society 
officers  released.  Sister  Mary  R.  Hol- 
man  was  sustained  as  president  of  the 
new  Sugar  City  Ward  Relief  Society 
with  Rhea  Pincock  first  counselor  and 
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Ruth  Barrus  second  counselor,  and 
Elsie  Worlton,  secretary. 

The  Relief  Society  stake  board  spon- 
sored the  evening  session  of  the  quar- 
terly conference  held  January  28,  1945. 
A  very  inspiring  program  was  given. 
Presiding  Bishop  LeGrand  Richards  of 
Salt  Lake  addressed  the  audience.  Ap- 
proximately 725  were  in  attendance. 

Through  scarcity  of  material  the 
welfare  assignment  was  delayed  ac- 
cording to  instructions  of  the  general 
board. 

Sunday  evening  Relief  Society  meet- 
ings were  held  in  all  the  wards  through- 
out the  stake  during  the  month  of 
March. 

Sister  Sarah  Nelson,  former  stake 
board   member,  died  March   18. 

The  Relief  Society  stake  board  had 
charge  of  the  mothers  and  daughters 
meeting.  A  fine  program  was  enjoyed 
by  the  audience. 

As  no  union  meetings  were  held 
during  the  war,  the  teachers  topic  les- 
sons for  the  summer  were  sent  to  the 
wards. 

On  June  13  a  lovely  party  was  held 
at  the  home  of  President  Stowell  in 
honor  of  Sister  Ruby  Stoker,  chorister 
for  many  years. 

Burton  Ward  was  reorganized  in 
July.  Sister  Eva  Walz  was  chosen  presi- 
dent, with  Fredonia  Swenson,  first,  and 
Alice  Smith,  second  counselors,  and  Re- 
becca Johnson,  secretary. 

August  26  the  Archer  Ward  was  re- 
organized with  Sister  LaVerne  Hacking 
as  president  and  Erma  Magleby  first 
and  Leah  M.  Briggs  as  second  coun- 
selors, and  Pearl  Weekes  as  secretary. 

On  August  26  Hattie  E.  Brown  suc- 

ded  Margaret  Davis  as  secretary  on 

the  Stake  Board,  while  Margaret  Davis 

was  chosen  as  chorister  of  the  Rexburg 

Stake  Relief  Society.  Jeanette  Morten- 


sen    was    sustained     as     Stake     Work 
Leader. 

October  19  all  stake  officers  attended 
the  regional  convention  in  Idaho  Falls. 

On  October  28  quarterly  conference 
was  held  in  the  Rexburg  Stake  taber- 
nacle with  two  members  of  the  Quorum 
of  the  Twelve  in  attendance,  Joseph 
Fielding  Smith  and  Albert  E.  Bowen. 

The  spirit  of  expectancy  was  in  the 
air.  Everyone  was  prepared  for  some- 
thing unusual  to  happen.  In  the  after- 
noon session  of  the  conference  Rexburg 
Stake  was  divided.  Seven  wards  were 
retained  in  the  Rexburg  Stake,  while 
the  other  seven  wards  comprised  the 
new  stake,  called  the  North  Rexburg 
Stake   of   Zion. 

President  Peter  J.  Ricks  of  the  Rex- 
burg Stake  chose  as  his  counselors  John 
L.  Clarke  and  Charles  G.  Thomason, 
with  Frank  L.  Davis  as  clerk. 

Bishop  Orval  P.  Mortensen  of  the 
Salem  Ward  was  chosen  president  of 
North  Rexburg  Stake  with  Leon  M. 
Strong  and  Edwin  Flamm  as  counselors 
and  Douglas  Pincock,  clerk. 

The  Stake  Relief  Society  was  asked 
to  function  under  President  Stowell  un- 
til a  reorganization  could  take  place. 

On  November  4  Relief  Society  con- 
ference was  held  in  all  fourteen  wards 
with  a  stake  board  member  in  attend- 
ance in  each  ward. 

On  November  18  President  Elizabeth 
S.  Stowell  was  released  with  her  offi- 
cers, and  Sister  LuSeba  Petersen  was 
sustained  as  president  of  the  Rexburg 
Stake  Relief  Society  with  Wynona 
Stephenson  and  LaVerne  Hacking  as 
counselors  and  Hattie  Brown,  secretary. 

Hattie  L.  Rigby  was  chosen  as  Re- 
lief Society  President  of  the  North  Rex- 
burg Stake,  with  Olive  Webster  and 
Jeanette  Mortensen  as  counselors,  and 
Fern  P.  Ladle,  secretary. 
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Relief  Society  Stake  Presidency  1942 


ELIZABETH    S.   STOWELL 
President 


HATTIE   LUCAS   RIGBY 
First    Counselor 


OLIVE    ANDERSON   WEBSTER 
Second    Counselor 


LUCILLE    MANWARING    CULLIMORE 
Secretary -Treasurer 
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RELIEF   SOCIETY   STAKE   BOARD    1942 

From  left:  Jennie  Brown,  literary;  Loretta  Rigby,  social  science;  Emily  Clark,  teachers 
topic;  Elsie  K.  Jensen,  theology;  Ruby  Stoker,  chorister;  Olive  Webster,  second  counselor; 
Elizabeth  Stowell,  president;  Hattie  Rigby,  first  counselor;  Lucille  Cullimore,  secretary- 
treasurer;  Mary  E.  Hunt,  magazine  agent;  Geneva  Plummer,  work  and  business;  Arzetta  Park- 
inson,  work   and   business. 
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Relief  Society  Activities 


Educational  Aspects  of  Rexburg  Stake  Relief  Society 


The  month  of  September  always 
finds  the  women  of  Relief  Society  look- 
ing forward  to  the  opening  of  the  Re- 
lief Society  educational  season.  The  be- 
ginning of  the  second  hundred  years  of 
Relief  Society  work  found  us  facing 
many  new  and  unusual  conditions.  The 
war  had  brought  about  many  changes 
to  which  we  had  to  adjust  ourselves 
and  which  taxed  the  ingenuity  of  Re- 
lief Society  workers. 

But  no  doubt  as  the  Relief  Society 
embarked  on  its  first  century  one  hun- 
dred years  ago,  it  too  had  many  prob- 
lems to  solve  and  many  difficulties  to 
overcome  —  problems  and  difficulties 
different  from  those  which  face  us  to- 
day. 

Just  as  the  Relief  Society  women  of 
that  day  proved  equal  to  their  tasks 
so  too  will  the  women  today. 

Our  Society  has  never  stood  still, 
but  has  gone  steadily  forward,  solving 
problems,  surmounting  obstacles  and- 
serving  humanity. 

In  the  face  of  these  many  problems 
we  are  called  upon  to  hold  the  interest 
of  more  than  40,000  new  members.  Our 
educational  program  hopes  to  do  its 
part  in  holding  these  members,  as  we 
know  that  this  work  has  been  a  great 
boon  to  the  members  of  our  great  or- 
ganization, giving  them  almost  un- 
limited opportunities  for  intellectual 
and  spiritual  development. 

It  was  in  the  year  1914  that  a  uni- 
form course  of  study  was  adopted  and 
weekly  meetings  instituted  throughout 
the  organization.  This  course  of  study 
superseded  the  miscellaneous  educa- 
tional outlines  and  lectures  which  each 
stake  had  provided  for  its  own  use.  It 
was  prepared  by  the  general  board  and 
published  the  first  year  in  a  monthly 
bulletin  which  was  sent  free  of  charge. 

In  the  interest  of  further  uniformity 
and  with  the  view  of  increasing  the 
value  of  the  organization  to  its  mem- 


bers, weekly  meetings  were  recom- 
mended and  the  educational  work  was 
arranged  and  prepared  for  four  meet- 
ings a  month  covering  a  ten  month 
period.  The  two  summer  months  were 
left  open,  except  for  a  monthly  work 
and  business  meeting.  Previous  to  this 
it  had  been  costumary  in  some  localities 
to  hold  semi-monthly  meetings  only. 

In  1915  Tuesday  was  designated  as 
Relief  Society  meeting  day.  The  most 
important  subject  in  the  new  course 
was  genealogy  with  testimony  follow- 
ing this  lesson.  In  connection  with  this 
study  special  conventions  and  institutes 
were  held  and  temple  excursions  feat- 
ured. The  enthusiasm  and  interest  cre- 
ated among  Relief  Society  members 
spread  rapidly  and  the  interest  of  the 
Church  membership  was  greatly  stim- 
ulated in  this  important  work  which 
was  successfully  featured  for  six  years. 

Other  interesting  diversions  of  this 
first  course  of  study  were  ethics,  gar- 
dening, literature,  art  and  architecture, 
and  handwork.  The  course  in  gardening 
developed  into  a  movement  for  ade- 
quate home  kitchen  gardens  and  later 
during  World  War  I,  and  the  following 
depression,  the  movement  extended 
with  a  huge  food  production  and  con- 
servation program  including  the  pro- 
duction of  fruits  and  vegetables,  the 
preserving  of  the  same  and  the  raising 
of  wheat  and  potatoes. 

The  course  in  art  and  architecture 
stimulated  interest  in  these  fields  and 
resulted  in  visits  by  Relief  Society 
women  to  interesting  buildings,  to  art 
galleries  and  exhibits. 

The  course  in  literature  was  pre- 
sented at  the  same  meeting  as  art  and 
architecture.  This  course  was  the  begin- 
ning of  the  excellent  literature  depart- 
ment which  has  grown  and  developed 
and  proven  to  be  such  a  great  cultural 
aid  to  the  women  of  this  organization. 

With  four  weekly  meetings  a  month 
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one  whole  session  was  set  aside  for 
sewing  or  other  handwork  which  has 
always  been  featured  in  the  organiza- 
tion and  for  the  transacting  of  business. 

In  connection  with  the  educational 
work  the  Relief  Society  joined  the 
other  Church  auxiliaries  in  1917  in 
introducing  and  developing  teacher 
training  courses. 

This  uniform  lesson  work  has  con- 
tinued to  the  present  time.  At  the  out- 


set it  was  understood  that  the  educa- 
tional work  was  to  be  permeated  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Gospel  and  this  has 
continued  to  be  one  of  the  aims  in  all 
the  work  that  has  followed. 

The  educational  work  has  main- 
tained four  departments — theology  and 
testimony,  handwork,  literature,  and  a 
department  which  has  included  a  study 
of  home  economics,  social  science  and 
related   subjects. — Hattie    L.   Rigby. 


The  Church  Welfare  Plan  in  Rexburg  Stake 


Since  the  very  beginning  of  the  wel- 
fare program  by  the  Church,  the  Re- 
lief Society  women  have  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  its  furtherance.  For  the 
first  charge  given  to  the  Relief  Society 
women  by  the  Prophet  at  their  organ- 
ization, was  to  care  for  the  needy  and 
look  after  the  wants  of  the  sick  and 
poor. 

In  the  Rexburg  Stake  the  work  was 
initiated  by  opening  a  cannery  in  which 
the  surpluses  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
grown  in  this  locality  could  be  pre- 
served. Under  supervision  the  women 
of  the  several  wards  prepared  the  pro- 
ducts for  the  cans. 

"One  Day  in  the  Cannery,"  was  the 
slogan  for  every  woman  and  girl  in  the 
stake  during  the  season.  A  total  of 
22.i)i)()  cans  was  put  up  in  1941. 

Besides  the  work  in  the  cannery, 
every   ward   Relief   Society   has   had   a 


yearly  project  assignment  of  sheets, 
pillowcases,  blankets,  spreads  and  quilts 
to  be  handed  in  to  the  welfare  center. 
The  assignments  have  always  been 
filled. 

The  ward  Relief  Society  presidents 
have  been  great  helps  to  the  bishops 
in  investigating  cases  for  assistance  and 
in  helping  to  keep  the  green  cards  up 
to  date.  They  have  often  been  the 
means  of  encouraging  self-help  among 
the  needy  by  showing  them  how  to 
work  and  how  to  take  care  of  the 
things  given  to  them. 

Each  year  adds  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  Relief  Society  welfare  work.  With 
experience  added  to  faith  and  work,  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  dream 
of  the  Church,  that  there  shall  be  no 
want,  will  be  realized. — Elizabeth  Stow- 
ell. 
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Work  and  Business 


In  the  earliest  days  of  the  Relief 
Society  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  the  activities  were 
devoted  largely  to  charity — to  helping 
those  in  need.  As  the  work  expanded 
through  the  years  not  only  were 
material  things  done  for  charity  but 
for  betterment  of  conditions  in  homes 
and  raising  the  standards  of  living. 

The  work  and  business  phase  of  the 
program  was  introduced  which  has  de- 
veloped into  a  useful  program  for  bet- 
ter and  more  attractive  homes  as  well 
as  helping  less  fortunate  people  who 
are  in  need  of  material  things  for  the 
necessities  of  life. 

During  the  centennial  year  of  this 
great  organization  it  was  indeed  an  in- 
spiration to  hear  and  to  read  of  the 
many  accomplishments  since  its  begin- 
ning, and  to  feel  and  appreciate  the 
spirit  of  charity,  love  and  kindness 
which  has  prevailed  through  these  hun- 
dred years. 

The  accomplishments  in  the  work 
and  business  department  of  the  Rex- 
burg  Stake  have  been  varied  and  most 
satisfying.  Following  is  a  report  of  the 
work  completed  in  the  various  wards 
of  our  Stake  during  the  year  1942: 

Quilts  made,  125;  other  bedding,  34; 
children's  clothing,  232;  women's  cloth- 
ing, 101;  men's  clothing,  47;  all  other, 


310;    new    articles    donated,    771;    re- 
modeled articles,  78;  total,  849. 

Hours  of  service  in  Church  welfare 
projects,   1057. 

Made  for  the  Red  Cross:  quilts,  9; 
children's  clothing,  120;  women's  cloth- 
ing, 81;  men's  clothing,  31;  other  arti- 
cles, 247. 

Sewing  service  at  Relief  Society 
meetings:  number  of  hours  spent,  405; 
average  number  of  women  working, 
307;  number  of  hours  spent  at  Red 
Cross,  480;  total  number  of  hours  spent 
in  these  activities,  2520. 

Rexburg  Stake  carried  out  a  re- 
modeling program  each  month  as  it 
was  outlined  by  the  stake  board. 

The  spirit  of  sociability  on  work  and 
business  day  has  been  enjoyed  by  all 
members  and  has  been  a  means  of 
creating  closer  friendship  and  good  fel- 
lowship. 

To  Sister  Arzetta  Parkinson,  stake 
work  and  business  leader,  to  all  ward 
leaders  and  to  all  Relief  Society  mem- 
bers of  the  fifteen  wards  of  Rexburg 
Stake  of  Zion  who  participated  in  this 
worthy  program,  we  pay  tribute  for 
their  valuable  service,  their  devotion 
and  for  the  unselfish  expenditure  of 
their  time  and  financial  assistance. 

"Charity  Never  Faileth."— Olive  A. 
Webster,  Stake  Work  and  Business 
Supervisor. 
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Relief  Society  Magazine 


It  has  been  a  privilege  and  a  pleas- 
ure to  work  in  the  Rexburg  Stake  Re- 
lief Society  as  Relief  Society  magazine 
representative  along  with  the  fifteen 
ward  representatives  and  their  assist- 
ant representatives.  They  have  always 
labored  faithfully  in  trying  to  place 
the  magazine  in  the  homes.  We  tried 
hard  to  make  our  1942  centennial  year 
a  banner  year. 

Following  is  a  report  of  our  mem- 
bership and  yearly  subscriptions  for  the 
past  several  years: 


Year 

Membership 

Subs. 

1935  to  1936 

890 

745 

1936  to  1937 

906 

673  y2 

1937  to  1938 

896 

557 

1938  to  1939 

941 

593  Vz 

1939  to  1940 

1091 

628  V2 

1940  to  1941 

1364 

807  y2 

MARY   E.  HUNT 
Magazine    Representative 


Mary  E.  Hunt, 

Rexburg  Stake  Relief  Society 

Magazine   Representative. 


Report  of  Relief  Society  Magazine  1941 


No.  of 

Percent  of 

Total 

Name  of 

Ward 

Subs. 

Membership 

Membership 

Ward   Representative 

Archer 

54 

69 

78 

Leah  Briggs 

Burton 

39 

70 

55 

Annie  A.  Briggs 

Hibbard 

47 

59 

79 

Hazel  Morris 

Independence 

35 

85 

41 

Pauline  Perry 

Lyman 

45 

63 

71 

Celia  Hales 

Newdale 

29 

50 

57 

Louie  Graham 

Piano 

30 

56 

54 

Buelah  Steele 

Rexburg   First 

102 

65 

157 

Eva  Summers 

Rexburg  Second 

101 

58 

175 

Alice  M.  Howard 

Rexburg  Third 

49 

57 

86 

Margaret  Pearson 

Rexburg  Fourth 

77% 

62 

122 

Nettie  Christensen 

Salem 

4i  y2 

47 

88 

Jennie  Rindlisbacher 

Sugar  City  First 

36 

47 

77 

Floetta  Fullmer 

Sugar  City  Second 

60% 

70 

87 

Margaret  Norton 

Teton 

61 

44 
59', 

137 
1364 

Maude  Buttars 

TOTALS 

807  y2 
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A  Tribute  to  the  Relief  Society  Visiting  Teachers 

of  Rexburg  Stake 


To  All  of  Them  I  Extend  Love  and 
Greetings: 

The  pleasant  features  are:  Joy  of 
visiting  good  families  and  forming  ever- 
lasting friendships.  Joy  of  carrying  the 
spirit  of  Relief  Society  work  given  to 
women  by  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith. 
Joy  of  service,  to  know  that  we  have 
helped  someone  in  need.  What  is  greater 
than  to  give  one's  self?  The  Saviour 
said,  "Even  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
the  least  of  one  of  these,  ye  have  done 
it  unto  Me." 

Visiting  teachers  are  the  backbone 
of  the  organization.  Many  cases  of  want 
would  not  be  discovered  were  it  not 
for  the  teachers.  Every  teacher  should 
have  a  testimony  of  the  gospel,  should 
be  prompt,  should  never  repeat  gossip. 
She  should  go  into  her  secret  closet  and 
offer  up  a  secret  prayer  that  she  might 
be  enlightened  in  wisdom  and  judgment 
to  go  into  the  homes  she  is  to  visit,  that 
she  might  be  a  help  in  that  home.  Every 
visiting  teacher  should  radiate  happi- 
ness. It  should  be  her  duty  to  spread 
joy,  for  happiness  reflects  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ.  She  should  see  the  beauty 
of  everything 

Our  gospel  is  the  gospel  of  service. 
Frank  Crane  said,  "Happiness  is  the 
perfume  of  the  rose  of  love."  Tolstoy 
said,  "Where  love  is,  there  God  is  also." 
Jesus  told  the  scribe  that  to  love  God 


EMILY   C.   CLARK 
Teacher    Topic    and    Scripture   Leader 

with  all  one's  heart,  soul,  mind  and 
strength  is  the  first  commandment;  and 
to  love  one's  neighbor  as  oneself  is  the 
second. 

Love  is  the  divine  spark  within  us 
that  makes  us  always  and  forever  see 
new  light,  new  truth  and  new  joy,  for 
the  comfort  of  those  we  visit.  The  sick 
you  must  cheer,  the  sad,  the  lonely,  the 
aged,  the  worthy  poor.  Give  a  word  of 
encouragement  as  you  go  from  door 
to  door.  Garnish  your  visits  with  pearls 
of  wisdom,  sympathy,  love  and  kind- 
ness, and  you  will  be  loved  and  wel- 
comed in  every  home  you  visit. 

—Emily  C.  Clark. 
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SINGING    MOTHERS    OF   REXBURG    STAKE 


Front  Row,  left  to  right:  Frieda  Sorensen,  Olena  Harris,  Ondulyn  Weiser,  Mildred  Morten- 
sen,  Hester  Devenport,  Hazel  Pincock,  Constance  Brown,  Ann  Meyers,  Marie  Barber,  Olive 
Westover,    Dorothy    Hegsted,    Thelma    Lawrence,  Marcelene   Doman. 

Second  row,  left  to  right:  Arvilla  Smith,  Raye  Ricks,  Zella  Hamson,  Ethelyn  Shirley,  Lillie 
Archibald,  Esther  Hilton,  Libby  Anderson,  Myrtle  Bohi,  Mable  Browning,  Merle  Beane,  Thelma 
Walters,  Pauline  Smith,  Lorraine  Grover,  Verus  Catmull  (accompanist).  Ruby  Stoker   (chorister.) 

Third  row,  left  to  right:  Vera  Keith,  Minnie  Smith,  Hazel  Anderson,  Angie  Lyman,  An- 
nette Poulsen,  Margaret  Davis,  Mary  Pieper,  Lucy  Christensen,  Edna  Gardner,  Belle  Davidson, 
Sarah  McEntire,   Elsa  Larsen,  Annie   Kerr. 
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History  of  the  Singing  Mothers  of  Rexburg  Stake 


"Hey,  Mom,  here's  a  letter  for  you," 
called  Richard  one  bright  August  day 
in  1938.  I  took  the  letter  and  opened  it 
and  found  it  to  be  an  invitation. 

The  Rexburg  Stake  Relief  Society 
invited  me  to  become  a  member  of  the 
stake  Singing  Mothers  which  was  being 
organized  under  its  sponsorship  with 
the  able  assistance  of  Sister  Ruby 
Stoker  as  leader.  I  was  happy  to  accept 
and  I  felt  thankful  for  the  opportunity 
to  take  part  with  this  group. 

Our  first  meeting  was  held  at  the 
stake  tabernacle  and  after  rehearsing 
two  or  three  numbers  the  following 
officers  were  chosen:  Ruby  Stoker  as 
leader  and  Millie  Lyman  as  organist, 
Hester  Devenport  as  president,  and 
Myrtle  Bohi  as  secretary.  Each  member 
was  to  pay  5  cents  a  month  for  music. 
Our  practices  were  to  be  held  at  the 
seminary  building.  At  once  we  began 
preparations  for  a  concert  to  be  given 
during  the  winter.  Many  lovely  num- 
bers were  prepared  and  then  it  was 
decided  to  wear  the  regulation  white 
satin  blouse  and  dark  skirt.  We  really 
felt  dressed  for  the  occasion  when  we 
made  our  appearance  in  our  first  con- 
cert. 

Nine  Singing  Mothers  and  our  leader 
represented  our  stake  at  the  Relief  So- 
ciety and  general  conference  in  April 
1939.  Those  accompanying  Sister  Stoker 
to  sing  in  Salt  Lake  City  were:  Vera 
Keith,  Alfrieda  Sorensen,  Rae  Ricks, 
Edna  Gardner,  Myrtle  Bohi,  Verna 
Sorensen,  Marcelline  Doman,  Olive 
Westover,  May  Patterson,  Susan  Chan- 
trill  and  Hazel  Anderson.  For  fairness 
all  names  were  drawn  to  make  this 
selection. 

Our  chorus  prepared  and  presented 


the  cantata  "The  Christ  Child"  at  the 
tabernacle  and  at  a  concert  in  St.  Anth- 
ony. 

We  sang  to  the  two  wards  at  Sugar 
City,  appeared  on  three  occasions  in 
the  Rexburg  Fourth  ward,  sang  in  stake 
conference  a  number  of  times,  and  at 
union  meetings  and  P.T.A.  meetings. 
We  sang  at  the  Ricks  College  leader- 
ship week  and  the  women's  encamp- 
ment at  Pond's  Lodge  in  Island  Park. 
We  also  presented  our  cantata  in  Rigby 
stake. 

Officers  taking  part  besides  those 
mentioned  above  were:  presidents,  Vera 
Keith,  Ondulyn  Weiser  and  Mildred 
Mortensen;  secretaries,  Edna  Gardner, 
Susan  Chantrill  and  Thelma  Lawrence. 
Accompanists  have  been  Millie  Lyman, 
Helen  Young,  Verus  Catmull,  Donna 
H.  Harris,  George  Rytting  and  Ruth 
Barrus. 

With  these  officers  Sister  Ruby 
Stoker  has  been  at  the  helm  with  her 
outstanding  leadership  along  musical 
lines.  We  dearly  love  her  for  her  pat- 
ience and  loyalty  to  us. 

The  Singing  Mothers  furnished  music 
at  the  funeral  services  of  the  following 
people:  Herbert  E.  Sorensen,  Sarah 
Holman  and  Sarah  Barnes. 

Charter  Members: 
Hazel  Anderson,  Libbie  Anderson, 
Lilie  Archibald,  Marie  Barber,  Myrtle 
Bohi,  Constance  Brown,  Susan  Chan- 
trill,  Margaret  Davis,  Hester  Devenport, 
Marcelline  Doman,  Edna  Gardner,  Alta 
Harris,  Annie  Kerr,  Elsie  Larsen,  Angie 
Lyman,  Sarah  McEntire,  Mildred  Mor- 
tensen, Effie  Peterson,  Pauline  Smith, 
Minnie  Smith,  Alfrieda  Sorensen,  Verna 
Sorensen,  Mary  Saurey,  Olive  West- 
over,  Susan  Chantrill. 
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Relief  Society  Membership  Drive  in  Rexburg  Stake 

1938-1942 


In  1938  the  general  board  of  Relief 
Society  gave  a  splendid  example  of  see- 
ing into  the  future,  when  they  decided 
to  increase  the  Relief  Society  member- 
ship from  75,000  to  100,000  by  1942.  All 
stakes  and  wards  were  notified  to  ap- 
point a  membership  coordinator.  The 
quota  for  ward  and  stake  was  a  one- 
third  increase  of  the  1937  enrollment. 

President  M.  Mae  Grover  and  her 
counselors  complied  with  the  request  of 
the  general  board  and  appointed  Sister 
Lucy  Young  of  Rexburg  Third  ward  as 
stake  coordinator.  Sister  Young  laid  a 
very  good  foundation  for  the  member- 
ship drive.  She  impressed  on  the  minds 
of  the  ward  coordinators  the  fact  that 
they  were  missionaries  in  this  great 
cause.  Through  the  effort  of  Sister 
Young  and  her  ward  coordinators  the 
membership  increased  from  894  to  977, 
a  total  increase  of  83  members  in  1938. 

When  Sister  Young  left  Rexburg 
Stake  she  was  honorably  released  and 
Elsie  K.  Jensen  was  sustained  as  co- 
ordinator in  June  1939.  A  department 
was  held  in  our  monthly  union  meeting 
for  all  ward  coordinators. 

In  August  1939  a  special  member- 
ship program  was  presented  in  the 
basement  of  the  stake  tabernacle  to 
which  all  women  of  the  stake  were  in- 
vited. Membership  increased  in  1939 
from  977  to  1091,  a  total  gain  of  114 
members  during  1939. 

In  1940  we  adopted  for  our  member- 
ship drive  the  following  theme:  "Relief 
Society  a  flower  garden  and  every 
member  a  flower."  The  theme  was  pre- 
sented to  the  members  in  our  August 
1940  union  meeting.  Garden  books  con- 
taining instructions  for  the  member- 
ship drive  were  given  to  presidents  and 
coordinators,  and  every  officer  and 
member  was  charged  with  certain  re- 
sponsibilities to  aid  in  this  drive. 

Original  songs,  slogans,  and  posters 


were  used  in  stake  and  ward  programs 
to  create  interest  and  enthusiasm  among 
members  and  non-members.  The  en- 
rollment grew  steadily  to  1222  by  De- 
cember  1940. 

In  1941  the  quota  was  changed  by 
the  general  board  from  one-third  of 
the  1937  enrollment  to  60  per  cent  of 
all  L.D.S.  families  in  each  ward.  Special 
efforts  were  made  by  stakes  and  wards 
to  help  the  general  board  get  the  9000 
women  needed  in  1941  to  make  100,000 
by  1942.  Renewed  visits  were  made  by 
ward  coordinators  to  prospective  mem- 
bers. Upon  visiting  teachers  was  placed 
the  responsibility  to  extend  invitations 
to  the  sisters  in  their  district  and  to 
explain  to  them  the  great  privilege  and 
beauty  of  Relief  Society  membership. 

All  members  were  enlisted  to  con- 
vert one  or  more  women  to  Relief  So- 
ciety. Invitations,  reminders  and  teasers 
were  sent  to  all  eligible  ladies  in  the 
wards.  An  appeal  was  made  to  the 
brethren  of  the  priesthood  quorums  to 
convert  their  wives,  mothers,  sisters 
and  sweethearts  to  join  Relief  Society. 

The  year  1941  was  indeed  a  banner 
year  in  our  drive.  By  December  1941 
the  enrollment  in  the  Rexburg  Stake 
Relief  Society  was  1363.  Every  ward 
had  reached  its  quota  of  60  per  cent  of 
the  L.D.S.  families. 

Independence  ward,  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  93  per  cent,  received  the  gold- 
en membership  key  which  was  prom- 
ised to  the  ward  with  the  highest  per- 
centage. 

The  general  board  joyfully  reported 
on  March  17,  1942,  that  the  present  en- 
rollment was  not  only  100,000,  but 
115,000   members. 

Glory  be  to  God  in  the  highest  for 
the  success  and  the  joy  which  came  to 
us  in  this  membership  drive. — Elsie  K. 
Jensen. 
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GARDEN  BOOK 
How  to  Grow   Relief  Society  Flowers 


What   each   gardener   should  know: 
See  how  much  can  be  accomplished 
bv   fasting  and  praying: 
Matthew  6:5-18. 
Mark  9:17-29. 
Acts  10:1-8. 

Alma   17:9-10;  Alma  5:46. 
Mosiah  27:22-23. 

Soil   condition  very   important: 

Prepare  your  ground  thoroughly. 

Instruct  your  prospective  members 
in  details  of  the  duties  of  a  Relief  So- 
ciety member. 

fell  them  also  of  the  joy  and  happi- 
ness that  comes  through  Relief  Society 
membership. 

Make  a  list  of  all  eligible  women  in 
your  ward. 

Keep  a  record  of  those  who  move 
and  die. 

Be  ready  to  start  your  membership 
drive  on  September  15,  1940. 

Buy  a  five  cent  tablet.  Record  all  the 
names  of  your  Relief  Society  members 
in  your  ward. 

Keep  track  of  your  members. 

Minerals   needed  for  growth: 
Love,    fellowship,    high    ideals,    sin- 
cerity,    strong     testimony,     faith,     and 
prayer. 

Moisture: 

Without  moisture  it  is  impossible  for 
Mother  Nature  to  produce  vegetation. 

Without  spiritual  food  the  spirit  of 
man  will  shrink  and  be  unhappy. 

Sunshine: 

Sunshine  is  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  growth  of  flowers.  Even  though 
there  are  a  few  flowers  that  do  well 
in  the  shade  they  must  have  sunshine 
part  of  the  day.  Let  your  sunbeams 
warm  the  hearts  by:  a  hearty  hand- 
shake, a  smile,  a  friendly  greeting. 

Be  a  good   listener. 
Remember   the  people's   names. 
Try  to  discover  their  talents  and  tell 
them  to  your  president. 


Send  a  post  card  now  and  then  to 
those  who  are  irregular  in  attendance, 
telling  how  much  you  miss  them  in 
meeting. 

Be   sympathetic   in   sorrow. 

Inquire  how  the  baby  is,  and  how 
the  missionary  son  or  daughter  is  get- 
ting along. 

Shade: 

There  are  a  few  flowers  that  do  well 
in  the  shade;  and  there  are  a  few  peo- 
ple that  do  dislike  publicity.  They  do 
not  wish  to  pray  in  meetings  or  take 
part  in  the  lesson.  Honor  their  feelings. 
Some  day  they  may  overcome  their 
timidity  and  you'll  have  gained  a  friend. 

Protection: 

Some  flowers  need  stakes,  wires  or 
strings  or  even  a  little  shelter  to  pro- 
tect them  from  heat  and  wind.  Some 
sisters  need  protection  from  the 
thoughtlessness  of  their  fellow  sisters. 
Be  a  stake  where  weary  souls  may  rest. 
Be  alert  to  protect  a  sister's  good  name 
if  needed. 

Perennials  Preferred: 

Let  there  be  hope  that  our  Relief 
Society  flowers  are  perennials.  Al- 
though there  are  some  lovely  annuals, 
we  prefer  "perennials"  for  our  Relief 
Society  flower  garden. 

Weeds  are  dangerous: 

Weeds  are  very  dangerous  t  o 
flowers.  They  might  choke  the  flowers. 
Gossip,  ill  feelings,  carelessness,  indif- 
ference are  bad  weeds  and  must  be 
removed  at  once.  Call  your  helpers 
quickly  if  there  are  any  weeds  shooting 
up. 


Friendship: 

The  only  way  to  have  a  friend  is 
to  be  one.  Learn  to  understand  others 
as  well  as  yourself. 
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Spirituality: 

Do  unto  others  as  you  would  have 
them  do  unto  you.  Trust  in  the  Lord 
with  all  thine  heart  and  lean  not  unto 
thine  own  understanding.  In  all  thy 
ways  acknowledge  Him  and  He  will  di- 
rect thy  path. 

Happiness: 

True  happiness  lies  in  service  to  our 
fellowmen.    Happiness    is   the    working 


of  a  soul  in  a  way  of  excellence.  As  a 
man  thinketh  in  his  heart,  so  he  is. 

Remedy: 

For  every  evil  under  the  sun, 
There  is  a  remedy  or  none; 
If  there  is  one  go  and  find  it, 
If  there  is  none,  never  mind  it. 

— Compiled  by  Elsie  K.  Jensen,  1940. 


Honor  List  of  Relief  Society  Stake  Officers 

1883-1945 


(As  taken  from  histories  now  available.) 

1883 — Sophia  Nelson  Ricks,  presi- 
dent, to  1886.  Sarah  Ann  Gunnel,  first 
counselor;  Zilpha  Archer  Young,  sec- 
ond counselor;  Sarah  A.  Barnes,  secre- 
tary; Mary  H.  Ricks,  associate  secre- 
tary; Ann   Rigby,  treasurer. 

1886 — Temperance  Hinckley,  presi- 
dent, to  1903.  Sarah  Ann  Gunnel,  first 
counselor;  Zilpha  Archer  Young,  sec- 
ond counselor;  Sarah  A.  Barnes,  secre- 
tary; Mary  H.  Ricks,  assistant  secre- 
tary and  treasurer. 

1887 — Tabitha  Helm,  second  coun- 
selor, to  1900. 

1889 — Mary  Smith  Anderson,  first 
counselor,  died  May  7,  1900. 

1900— Mathilda  Painter  Flamm,  first 
counselor,  to  1903. 

1900 — Elizabeth  Atkinson,  second 
counselor.  Aides:  Mathilda  Painter 
Flamm,  Elizabeth  Atkinson,  Sophia 
Rigby,  Diana  Farr  Rich,  Carrie  Rich 
(Mrs.  David  Rich),  Zilpha  Holman 
Bramwell,  organist;  Rebecca  Weather- 
ston,  chorister;  Almina  Stephens,  Susan 
Stephens,  Julia  Cole.  Ray  L.  Ormsley, 
chorister;  Ellen  I.  Neibaur,  organist. 

1903— Mathilda  Painter  Flamm, 
president,  to  1918.  Sarah  A.  Barnes, 
first  counselor;  Almina  Stephens,  sec- 
ond counselor;  Jane  Flamm  Shail,  sec- 
retary. Aides:  Mary  H.  Ricks,  M.  Julia 
Cole,  Ray  L.  Ormsley,  Isabella  McAl- 
lister, Isabella  Ellsworth  and  Rozella 
C.  Dalby. 


1904 — Mary  H.  Ricks,  second  coun- 
solor,  to  1906. 

1906 — Susan     L.     Stephens,     second 
counselor;  Mary  Miller,  aide. 
1907 — Susannah  Briggs. 

1907 — Charlotte  Garner,  secretary; 
Mary  Stephens,  assistant  secretary. 
Aides:  Mary  Nelson,  Mary  Grimm, 
Sarah  S.  Briggs,  Emma  S.  Ballif. 

1914 — Elizabeth  Blake  released  from 
Relief  Society  stake  board. 

1918 — Lavina  Walker,  president,  to 
1927.  Maria  Austin,  first  counselor;  Ar- 
temesia  Romney,  second  counselor;  Cora 
Anderson,  secretary;  Lois  Archibald, 
treasurer.  Board  members:  Charlotte 
Garner,  Emma  S.  Ballif,  Elnora  Jacobs, 
Lucinda  Pincock,  Lena  Walz,  Hattie 
Rigby,  Lou  Peterson,  Malinda  Atkinson 
and  Hazel  Anderson. 

1920— Sarah  A.  Nelson,  Nettie  Chris- 
tensen,  members. 

1920 — Ada  Walker,   secretary. 

1921 — Floretta  Webster,  assistant 
secretary. 

1922— Martha  B.  Larsen,  Mary  Lil- 
jenquist,  members  of  the  board. 

1923 — M.  May  Grover,  secretary; 
Elizabeth  S.  Stowell,  member. 

1923 — Artemesia  Romney,  first  coun- 
selor; Charlotte  Garner,  second  coun- 
selor. 

1925 — Nell  Porter,  chorister;  Norah 
Davis,  Nora  Clark,  Ruby  Stoker,  board 
members. 

1927— Marie    Merrill,    president,    to 
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1928.  Artemesia  Romney,  first  counsel- 
or; Floretta  Webster,  second  counselor; 
M.  Mae  Grover,  secretary.  Board  mem- 
bers: Hattie  Rigby,  Elizabeth  S.  Stowell, 
Nora  Davis  and  Ruby   Stoker. 

1928 — M.  May  Grover,  president,  to 
1940.  Artemesia  Romney,  first  coun- 
selor; Nora  Davis,  second  counselor; 
Jessie  Atkinson,  secretary-treasurer. 
Board  members:  Hattie  Rigby,  Eliza- 
beth S.  Stowell  and  Ruby  Stoker. 

1920 — Mary  Parkinson  Cannon,  Exie 
Soelberg,   board  members. 

1930 — Floretta  Webster,  magazine 
agent. 

1930— Elizabeth  S.  Stowell,  first  coun- 
selor; Floretta  Webster,  second  coun- 
selor; Berniece  Flamm,  secretary.  Ada 
Hamilton  and  Mary  Duke,  board  mem- 
bers. 

1931— Grace  Beeslev,  to   1938. 

1932— Ruby   R.   Brown,   to   1941. 

1934 — Henry  J.  Flamm,  advisory 
high  councilman,  died  and  Ernest 
Blaser  succeeded. 

1935 — Alveretta  Davis,  secretary: 
Emily  C.  Clark,  teachers  topic  leader, 
to  1945;  Mary  E.  Hunt,  magazine  agent 
to  1945. 

1935 — Hattie  L.  Rigby,  second  coun- 
selor. 

1937 — Henry  C.  Blunck,  advisory 
high  councilman;  Arzetta  D.  Parkinson, 
work  and  art  leader,  to  1944. 

1938— Olive  A.  Webster,  Lucy  J. 
Young,  board  members. 

1939 — Elsie  K.  Jensen,  Sarah  Jane 
Brown,  board  members;  Olive  Webster, 
secretary;  James  S.  Webster,  advisory 
high  councilman. 

1940— Elizabeth  S.  Stowell,  presi- 
dent, to  1945.  Hattie  Rigby,  first  coun- 
selor; Olive  Webster,  second  counselor; 
Lucille  Cullimore,  secretary-treasurer. 
Board  members:  Ruby  Stoker,  Mary  E. 
Hunt,  Elsie  K.  Jensen,  Eva  dinger, 
Ruby  Brown,  Arzetta  Parkinson,  Jen- 
nie Brown.  Verla  Chapman,  Emilv 
Clark. 

1941 — Geneva  Plummer,  home  ser- 
vice Leader;  Loretta  Rigby,  theology. 

1942 — Loretta  Rigby,  social  science 
Leader;  Elsie  K.  Jensen,  theology. 

1943 — Margaret  B.  Davis,  secretary, 
to   I'M.-). 

1945— Sarah   Nelson   died,  March   18; 


CENTENNIAL    TREE   PLANTING 
April  21,   1942 

Ruby  Stoker,  after  20  years  of  faithful 
labor,  released;  Hattie  Brown,  secre- 
tary; Margaret  B.  Davis,  chorister;  Jean- 
ette  R.   Mortensen,  stake  work  leader. 

1945— Stake  divided. 

1945 — LuSeba  Petersen,  president, 
Rexburg  Stake.  Wynona  Stephenson, 
first  counselor;  LaVerne  Hacking,  sec- 
ond counselor;  Hattie  Brown,  secretary 
and  treasurer. 

1945 — Hattie  L.  Rigby.  president, 
North  Rexburg  Stake.  Olive  A.  Webster. 
first  counselor;  Jeanette  R.  Mortensen, 
second  counselor;  Fern  P.  Ladle,  sec- 
retary  and   treasurer. 
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Archer  Ward  Relief  Society 


From    left,    Martha    Briggs,    Erma    Magleby, 
Lillie   Briggs,   Rachel   Sutton. 


1902—1942 

Archer  Ward  Relief  Society  was  or- 
ganized March  6,  1902.  Sarah  S.  Briggs, 
who  acted  as  secretary  in  the  "mother 
ward"  (Lyman)  was  called  to  act  as 
president,  with  Sister  Susannah  Burns 
as  first,  and  Zilpha  Young  as  second 
counselors.  Margaret  Briggs  as  secre- 
tary, Roxey  L.  Jeppson,  assistant  secre- 
tary, and  Mary  A.  Weekes,  treasurer. 

This  part  of  Idaho  was  still  in  the 
pioneer  stage  and  Relief  Society  work- 
ers did  their  work  under  the  hardships 
of  pioneer  life.  There  were  no  outlined 
lessons  so  they  studied  from  the  Book 
of  Mormon  and  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 
Two  lesson  meetings  and  two  work  mee- 
tings were  held  each  month. 

One  of  the  problems  during  Sister 
Briggs'  presidency  was  the  gathering  of 
wheat.  Wheat  was  gathered  by  the  sis- 
ters themselves  who  went  from  house 
to  house  in  sleighs  through  the  deep 
snow.  Threshing  machines  were  scarce 
and  many  farmers  of  necessity  threshed 
after  the  winter  had  set  in. 

Money  was  raised  in  various  ways 
for  a  granary  in  which  to  store  the 
wheat.    In   the    spring   the    wheat    was 


loaned  out  and  re-gathered  in  the  fall. 

Another  problem  was  caring  for  the 
sick  and  burying  the  dead.  There  were 
no  undertakers  in  the  country  so  the 
sisters  did  all  that  work.  They  kepc  on 
hand  two  complete  temple  suits,  doing 
the  sewing  themselves. 

Sister  Briggs  and  her  board  were  re- 
leased February  10,  1907,  and  Sister 
Roxey  L.  Jeppson  was  set  apart,  with 
Janetta  Young  first  counselor,  and  Mar- 
gareta  Briggs,  second  counselor,  Pearl 
Hill,  secretary,  Zilpha  Squires,  assist- 
ant secretary,  and  Mary  A.  Weekes, 
treasurer. 

Sister  Jeppson  served  for  thirteen 
years  as  president,  and  manyfold  were 
her  duties.  The  lesson  work  was  insti- 
tuted. A  burial  committee  was  appoint- 
ed. A  new  meeting  house  was  started 
and  the  Relief  Society  was  asked  to 
furnish  the  top  floor,  which  became  the 
Relief  Society  room.  Each  member  do- 
nated a  chair  and  one  sister  donated  a 
table. 

The  annual  report  states  in  1914  that 
55  dollars  were  donated  for  furniture 
and  30  dollars  were  sent  to  missionaries 
by  the  society.  The  sisters  also  paid  for 
the  weaving  of  105  yards  of  carpet  for 
the  main  floor  of  the  new  chapel. 

Forty-nine  quilts  were  made  during 
Sister  Jeppson's  service.  The  17th  of 
March  was  always  kept  with  suitable 
programs,  dinners,  dances  and  other  en- 
tertainments. 

Sister  Jeppson  and  her  officers  were 
honorably  released  on  April  25,  1920, 
and  Sister  Zilpha  E.  Squires  was  sus- 
tained on  May  2,  1920,  as  third  president 
of  Archer  Ward  Relief  Society,  with 
Francis  Melissa  Wilcox  and  Mary  A. 
Niederer  as  counselors,  Gladys  Erickson, 
secretary,  and  Mary  A.  Weekes,  treasur- 
er. 

During  Sister  Squires'  presidency 
four  homes  burned  down  leaving  the 
families  destitute.  The  Relief  Society 
responded  cheerfully  in  helping  these 
families  to  reestablish  themselves. 

The  Archer  Relief  Society  furnished 
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one  room  in  the  L.  D.  S.  hospital.  Eighty 
dollars  were  raised  for  this  purpose  by 
putting  on  bazaars  and  other  entertain- 
ments. 

Clothes  and  shoes  were  gathered  for 
the  relief  of  the  Near  East  and  Belgium. 

Sister  Squires  and  her  Board  were 
released  with  a  vote  of  thanks  on  De- 
cember 7,  1924,  and  Mary  A.  Niederer 
was  chosen  as  fourth  president,  with 
Melissa  F.  Wilcox  and  Rachel  Briggs  as 
counselors,  Gladys  Erickson,  secretary, 
and  Mary  A.  Weekes,  treasurer. 

During  Sister  Niederer's  presidency 
the  regular  outline  work  was  carefully 
followed.  Material  was  secured  and  ma- 
ternity bundles  were  made  and  given 
to  needy  mothers. 

A  wonderful  nutrition  course  was 
given  by  the  social  service  leader,  Zil- 
pha  Squires. 

Sister  Niederer  and  her  officers  were 
honorably  released  on  November  16, 
1927.  and  Sister  Mary  Liljenquist  was 
set  apart  on  the  same  day  as  fifth  presi- 
dent, with  Martha  Hacking  and  Rachel 
Sutton  as  counselors,  Gladys  Erickson, 
secretary,  and  Mary  A.  Weekes,  treasur- 
er. 

Sister  Liljenquist  made  it  a  practice 
to  always  have  on  hand  a  layette,  ma- 
ternity clothes,  and  other  supplies  for 
maternity  cases.  Lesson  work  was  car- 
ried on. 

Sister  Liljenquist  and  her  Board 
were  released  on  September  1,  1929,  and 
Martha  Briggs  was  set  apart  as  sixth 
president,  with  Pauline  Smith  and  Chloe 
Robison  as  counselors,  Gladys  Erickson, 
secretary,  and  Mary  A.  Weekes,  treasur- 
er. 

Two  homes  burned  down  while  Sis- 
ter Briggs  was  president  and  families 
were  assisted  by  the  Relief  Society.  A 
banquet  was  prepared  for  the  Utah- 
Idaho  Sugar  company,  and  proceeds  a- 
mounted  to  $66.12. 

A  Norway  maple  tree  was  planted 
in  L932  in  honor  of  George  Washington's 
birthday. 

Sunshine  and  birthday  parties  were 
held  at  the  homes  of  elderly  or  sick  sis- 
ters. 

A  special  visiting  teachers  conven- 
tion was  held  in  connection  with  Bur- 
ton. Independence  and  Lyman,  at  Bur- 


ton, with  members  of  the  stake  board 
present  and  Elise  B.  Alder  of  the  general 
board,  presiding. 

Relief  Society  ward  conferences  were 
held  once  a  year.  Red  Cross  material 
was  distributed  during  the  depression 
years,  1932-33. 

On  April  19,  1936,  Sister  Briggs  and 
her  Board  were  released  and  Evelynn 
Grover  was  set  apart  as  seventh  presi- 
dent, with  Elsie  Wilcox  and  Leah  Briggs 
as  counselors  and  Martha  Briggs,  sec- 
retary-treasurer. 

Sister  Grover  and  her  Board  served 
faithfully  for  three  years,  working  ef- 
ficiently for  the  good  of  the  society  and 
the  welfare  of  the  members. 

On  April  30,  1939,  Sister  Grover  was 
released  and  Rachel  Sutton  sustained  as 
eighth  president,  with  Erma  Magleby 
and  Lillie  Briggs  as  counselors.  The  oth- 
er officers  were  retained. 

In  December,  1941,  Archer  had  78 
members  enrolled  which  is  65  per  cent 
of  L.  D.  S.  families.  It  had  54  magazine 
subscriptions. 

A  Centennial  Celebration  was  held 
on  March  17,  1942  in  honor  of  one  hun- 
dred years  of  Relief  Society. 

History  of  the  Archer  Ward  Relief 
Society  From  1943  to  1945 

The  Welfare  assignment  for  Archer 
ward  for  1943  consisted  of  four  quilts, 
45  pounds  of  butter  and  22  dressed 
chickens.  The  ward  was  divided  into 
districts  with  visiting  teachers  in  charge 
and  in  one  week's  time  the  assignment 
was  completed  and  sent  to  the  store 
house. 

Fine  and  educational  meetings  were 
held  during  the  year.  For  a  special  pro- 
ject, 14  volumes  of  the  Relief  Society 
Magazine  were  collected,  sent  to  Salt 
Lake  to  be  bound,  and  became  a  nice 
addition   to  the  society's  library. 

During  the  year  the  following  chan- 
ges were  made  in  the  officers:  Leah  M. 
Briggs  succeeded  Mary  Liljenquist  as 
social  science  leader.  Later,  Leah  Briggs 
was  sustained  as  second  counselor  in 
place  of  Allie  Wilcox.  Louise  Clarke 
was  appointed  chorister.  Leal  B.  Cheney 
as  theology  leader,  Velma  Burns,  liter- 
ary leader,  and  Bessy  Erickson  as  social 


RELIEF  SOCIETY  MEMORIES   1883-1945 


41 


science  leader. 

Beginning  with  the  Welfare  assign- 
ment for  1944,  the  Archer  Ward  Relief 
Society  had  a  busy  year.  From  April, 
members  spent  every  Thursday  after- 
noon in  the  Red  Cross  rooms  rolling 
bandages.  The  record  shows  12,905  ban- 
dages made  by  207  women  working  a 
total  of  405  hours.  The  women  peeled 
and  canned  726  cans  of  apples  for  high 
priests  of  the  ward.  They  also  prepared 
a  fine  bazaar  which  netted  $249.20. 

No  changes  were  made  in  executive 
officers.  At  the  close  of  1945  the  ward 
felt  satisfied  with  their  accomplish- 
ments.   Fifty-two   meetings   were   held. 


seven  of  which  were  special.  On  Janu- 
ary 11,  25  women  spent  58  hours  at  the 
Red  Cross  center  folding  1290  bandages. 
On  August  12,  1945,  the  society  was 
reorganized.  President  Rachel  Sutton 
was  released  because  of  ill  health.  She 
had  been  a  splendid  and  tireless  leader. 
Sister  La  Verne  Hacking  was  chosen  as 
the  new  president  with  Erma  Magleby 
and  Leah  Briggs,  counselors.  The  new 
organization  was  just  beginning  to  get 
started  when  Rexburg  Stake  was  divid- 
ed and  both  Sister  Hacking  and  Sister 
Magleby  were  called  to  the  stake  board. 
Opal  Clements  was  sustained  as  the  new 
president  on  December  30,   1945. 


Burton  Ward  Relief  Society 


From  left:  Laurene  Summers,  Helen  Marshall.  Alice  Smith,  Fredonia  Swenson,  Freda  John- 
son, Annie  Hertzig,  Tressa  Y.  Heileson,  Eva  Walz,  Georgia  Jensen,  Daphne  Nef,  Margaret  Bear- 
dall,  Delia  Packer. 


1886—1942 

Burton  Relief  Society  was  organized 
November  6,  1886,  with  Telitha  J.  Helm 
as  president,  Colista  Kimball  and  Char- 
lotte Foss  as  counselors,  and  Eleanor 
Anderson,  recorder. 

Monthly  meetings  were  held  with 
an  average  attendance  of  11.  Semi-mon- 
thly meetings  were  held  after  Septem- 
ber,   1888.   In   November.    1888,  Telitha 


J.  Helm  was  released  as  president,  hav- 
ing been  called  to  act  as  counselor  in 
the  Bannock  stake  organization. 

February  24,  1889,  Mary  A.  Watts 
was  sustained  as  second  president  of 
Burton  ward,  with  Matilda  S.  Smith  and 
Margaret  Brown  as  counselors,  and  El- 
eanor Anderson,  secretary  and  treasur- 
er. One  meeting  is  recorded  for  1891  at 
which  Sister  Kimball  from  Salt  Lake1 
City  was  present. 
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Sister  Watts  was  again  sustained  on 
June  14,  1893,  as  president,  with  Eva 
Johnson  and  Mary  Seipert  as  counsel- 
ors; Ada  M.  Watts,  secretary;  and  Sally 
A.  Austin,  treasurer. 

In  June,  1897,  Eva  Johnson  is  men- 
tioned in  the  records  as  president,  and 
Sarah  Machen  as  second  counselor,  and 
Isabell   Russell,   as  secretary. 

July  27,  1898,  Sister  Richards  from 
Salt  Lake  City  came  to  Burton  to  hold 
a  special  meeting. 

On  February  2,  1901,  a  meeting  was 
held  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  board 
of  directors  for  the  ensuing  four  years. 
It  was  decided  to  vote  by  secret  ballot. 
The  vote  was:  Elizabeth  Jensen,  presi- 
dent; Lanie  Heileson  and  Hilda  Erick- 
son,  counselors;  Sarah  Brizzee,  secre- 
tary. 

On  February  4,  1909,  a  reorganization 
was  effected  with  Rebecca  M.  Porter  as 
president;  Lena  W.  Walz  and  Mary  E. 
Summers,  as  counselors;  Ellen  C.  Spaul- 
ding,  secretary;  and  Lena  Johnson,  trea- 
surer. 

On  February  8.  1909,  a  special  meet- 
ing was  held  when  the  real  estate  was 
transferred  to  the  Ecclesiastical  ward  of 
Burton,  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints. 

Weekly  meetings  were  inaugurated 
in   1914. 

On  December  20,  1921,  Rebecca  Por- 
ter was  released  and  Lena  Walz  was 
sustained  as  sixth  president  of  the  Bur- 
ton Relief  Society;  with  Anna  N.  Jensen 
and  Maggie  T.  Sorensen  as  counselors, 
and  Lena  Johnson  as  secretary  and  trea- 
surer. 

In  1923,  39  meetings  were  held  with 
an  average  attendance  of  13  members. 
Five  sacks,  representing  141  pounds  of 
clothing  and  $9.30  were  given  by  the 
ward  to  be  sent  to  the  German  saints. 

Under  Sister  Walz's  leadership  the 
educational  program  was  carried  on  ac- 
cording to  instructions  of  the  general 
board. 

Clinics  were  held,  children  were  ex- 
amined and  vaccinated,  tonsils  removed, 
eye  glasses  supplied  and  nutrition  cour- 
and  food  demonstrations  were  suc- 
cessfully put  over.  But  the  poor  and  the 
sick  wcK'  nol   neglected.  Sunshine  was 


given  for  the  sick  and  homebound  mem- 
bers. 

The  sisters  cooked  dinner  in  1927  for 
42  men  hauling  dirt  in  front  of  the  meet- 
ing house. 

In  1929  the  visiting  teachers  made 
415  visits  in  the  homes.  The  17th  of 
March  was  always  a  red  letter  day  in 
the  Burton  Relief  Society.  Relief  Society 
ward  conferences  were  held  annually 
as  well  as  bazaars  and  socials  of  diifer- 
ent  nature. 

In  June,  1931,  a  special  visiting  teach- 
ers' convention  was  held  at  the  Burton 
meeting  house  in  connection  with  Ar- 
cher, Lyman  and  Independence.  Tne 
stake  board  was  in  attenaance  and  Elise 
B.  Alder  from  the  general  board  con- 
ducted the  meetings. 

In  1937  Relief  Society  Mothers  and 
Daughters  day  was  inaugurated.  Fifty- 
two  were  in  attendance. 

On  October  10,  1939,  a  special  meet- 
ing was  held  in  honor  of  Sister  Mary  E. 
Summers  who  had  been  a  member  tor 
60  years. 

On  July  21,  1940,  President  Lena 
Walz  was  released  after  19  years  of 
faithful  service  with  her  board,  and 
Tressie  Heiieson  was  set  apart  as  sev- 
enth president  of  the  Burton  Relief  So- 
ciety, with  Eva  Walz  and  Freda  John- 
son as  counselors;  Daphne  Nef  as  sec- 
retary. 

An  outstanding  party  was  given  Au- 
gust 12,  1940,  in  honor  of  the  retiring  off- 
icers. A  token  of  love  and  appreciation 
was  presented  to  each  one. 

On  August  21.  1941,  a  special  meet- 
ing was  held  in  honor  of  President  Heil- 
eson. She  was  presented  with  a  gown 
and  bed-jacket.  September  3,  1942,  a 
baby  girl  was  born  to  Sister  Heileson. 

Three  hundred  forty-one  visits  were 
made  by  the  visiting  teachers  in   1941. 

Thirty-six  members  subscribed  for 
the  magazine  in  1941. 

Fifty-five  members  were  enrolled, 
or  66  per  cent  of  the  Burton  L.  D.  S. 
families. 

An  outstanding  centennial  celebra- 
tion was  held  on  March  17.  1942.  in  honor 
of  one  hundred  years  of  Relief  Society. 
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History  of  Burton  Ward  Relief  Society 
1943  to   1945 

In  1943  the  enrollment  was  55  with 
an  average  attendance  of  13.  At  the  first 
meeting  members  were  urged  to  have  a 
Red  Cross  kit  in  every  home  and  to  en- 
roll in  a  Red  Cross  home  nursing  class. 
Fifteen  completed  the  course. 

Five  quilts  for  welfare  and  the  so- 
ciety were  made  in  homes,  and  refresh- 
ments served.  Temple  clothes  were 
made  and  donated  for  the  Idaho  Falls 
temple  and  a  Relief  Society  store  room 
renovated  at  the  meeting  house.  Special 
activities  were  Mothers  and  Daughters 
party,  a  layette  shower  and  a  bazaar. 

The  enrollment  in  1944  began  with 
51.  Capable  and  studious  class  leaders 


made  the  lessons  interesting  and  five 
special  socials  were  sponsored.  The 
large  welfare  assignment  was  completed 
with  difficulty  because  of  war  shortages. 
Meetings  were  held  on  Sundays  to  in- 
crease attendance. 

The  usual  activities  were  continued 
during  1945  under  the  efficient  leader- 
ship of  President  Tressie  Y.  Heileson 
until  July  5,  when  a  reorganization  took 
place,  sustaining  Eva  Walz  as  president, 
and  Fredonia  Swenson  and  Rebecca 
Johnson  as  counselors. 

In  connection  with  the  M.  I.  A.,  the 
Relief  Society  served  a  hot  dinner  on 
November  3  to  the  men  and  boys  who 
topped  the  ward  sugar  beets.  A  success- 
ful bazaar  was  held  on  December  7. 


Hibbard  Ward  Relief  Society 


From  left:  top  picture,  Retta  Berry,  Blanche 
Hendricks,  Myrtle  Sommer,  Arema  Rigby; 
lower  picture,  Minnie  Lusk,  Emma  Williams, 
Emma  Oldham,  Lola  Saurey. 


1895—1942 

Hibbard  Ward  Relief  Society,  first 
called  Island  Ward,  was  organized  Au- 
gust 18,  1895  with  Mary  Alice  Widdison 
as  president  and  Emily  Jacobs  as  first 
counselor  and  Laney  Cahoon  as  second 
counselor,  Eliza  Knapp,  secretary,  Mary 
Rigby,  treasurer  and  Nettie  Widdison, 
assistant  secretary. 

The  following  were  selected  at  a 
priesthood  meeting,  November  13,  1898: 
president,  Ellen  Hendricks;  counselors, 
Eliza  Knapp  and  Mary  Rigby;  secretary, 
Margaret  Ricks;  treasurer,  Bertha  E. 
Clements. 

On  May  13,  1899,  by-laws  were  ac- 
cepted making  the  Relief  Society  organ- 
ization lawful,  consisting  of  eight  offi- 
cers. 

On  February  3,  1900,  officers  were 
re-elected  as  previously  with  one  new 
officer,  Emily  Jacobs,  assistant  secre- 
tary. 

On  May  9,  1903,  at  a  special  meeting 
called  by  Bishop  Hibbard,  the  following 
officers  were  sustained:  Harriet  Rowber- 
ry,  president;  Mary  Rigby  and  Edith 
Mortimer,  counselors;  Emily  Jacobs, 
secretary;  Bertha  E.  Clements,  treasur- 
er. 
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A  reorganization  took  place  Febru- 
ary 6.  1909,  with  Christina  Pfost,  presi- 
dent; Mary  Rigby  and  Margaret  Ricks, 
counselors;  Annie  Neville,  secretary; 
and  Josephine  Hendricks,  treasurer. 

President  Pfost  was  honorably  re- 
leased on  March  7,  1915,  and  Alice 
Smith  sustained  as  fifth  president  Hib- 
bard  Ward  Relief  Society,  with  Edith 
Mortimer  and  Eliza  Knapp  as  counsel- 
ors, Clara  Withers,  secretary,  and  Mar- 
tha Lee,  treasurer. 

On  April  9.  1916,  President  Alice 
Smith  was  released  and  Eliza  Knapp  set 
apart  as  sixth  president,  with  Mary 
Neville  and  Minnie  Lutz  as  counselors, 
Mable  Knapp,  secretary,  and  Sarah  Sta- 
tham,  treasurer. 

Eliza  Knapp  was  released  and  Mary 
Neville  set  apart  as  seventh  president 
on  March  30,  1919.  with  Minnie  Lutz 
and  Marion  Tuckett  as  counselors.  Pearl 
Nestor,  secretary,  and  Mary  Felt,  treas- 
urer. 

On  August  2,  1921,  Mary  Neville 
was  released  and  Sister  May  Hendricks 
was  set  apart  as  eighth  president,  with 
Alice  Smith  and  Rebecca  Widdison  as 
counselors,  Edith  Mortimer,  secretary. 
Rhoda  Parker,  assistant  secretary,  and 
Kate  Keppner,  treasurer. 

After  almost  five  years  of  service. 
SLter  Hendricks  was  released  and  Kate 
Keppner  sustained  as  ninth  president, 
on  March  7,  1923,  with  Margaret  Ricks 
and  Viola  Willmore  as  counselors,  Sofia 
Saurey,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

A  shower  was  given  for  a  blind  mo- 
ther. All  sisters  rallied  to  a  call  made 
by  the  Relief  Society  to  donate  10  cents 
each  toward  the  installment  of  a  pipe 
organ  in  the  Rexburg  tabernacle. 

In  September,  1928,  President  Kepp- 
ner was  honorably  released  and  Jerusha 
Preece  sustained  as  the  tenth  president 
of  the  Hibbard  Relief  Society,  with  Mar- 
garet Ricks  and  Alice  Sommer  as  coun- 
selors  and  Sofia  Saurey  as  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

Under  Sister  Preece  much  good  was 
accomplished.  Chairs  were  bought  for 
the  stand  in  the  chapel.  Each  missionary 
received  $5.00  from  the  Relief  Society 
lor  Christmas. 

Showers  were  given  for  less  fortun- 

people.  The  sisters  appreciated  Pres- 


ident Preece's  labors  and  presented  her 
with  a  beautiful  floor  lamp  on  Christ- 
mas.  1930. 

Meetings  were  well  attended,  good 
feelings  prevailed  among  the  sisters,  all 
supported  President  Preece  and  her 
faithful  officers.  Banquets  and  bazaars 
were  the  means  of  keeping  the  general 
fund  well  supplied  and  all  members  do- 
nated freely. 

Relief  Society  ward  conferences  and 
teachers  conventions  were  held  and  well 
attended.  The  educational  program  \vas 
put  over  in  a  fine  way.  Many  demon- 
strations were  carried  out. 

The  17th  of  March  was  always  fit- 
tingly observed,  and  the  women  of  the 
ward  were  ever  willing  to  help  the 
priesthood  in  efforts  to  clean  and  beau- 
tify the  chapel  and  to  sustain  them  in 
every  possible  way. 

With  mingled  feelings  the  sisters 
witnessed  the  reorganization  of  the  Re- 
lief Society,  when  Sister  Preece  and 
her  faithful  officers  were  released  on 
September  19,  1937,  and  Sister  Emma 
Oldham  was  set  apart  as  eleventh  presi- 
dent, with  Lola  Saurey  as  first,  and 
Emma  Williams  as  second  counselor, 
and  Minnie  Lusk.  secretary-treasurer. 

The  Hibbard  sisters  again  showed 
their  loyalty  to  Sister  Oldham  as  they 
had  done  to  Sister  Preece.  They  sus- 
tained Sister  Oldham  in  all  her  under- 
takings. Besides  the  charity  work, 
which  is  the  main  purpose  of  the  society. 
the  lesson  work  was  carried  on  in  an 
efficient  way.  The  financial  aspects 
were  well  cared  for.  The  church  welfare 
program  was  well  considered,  gardens 
were  raised,  surplus  produce  was  dona- 
ted to  the  welfare  cannerv  in  Rexburg. 
Last,  but  not  least,  the  women  donated 
their  time  and  talents  in  the  cannery, 
all  of  which  was  done  cheerfully  under 
the  able  leadership  of  Sister  Oldham 
and  her  officers.  Each  missionary  re- 
ceived $5.00  on  Christmas. 

One  hundred  dollars  were  set  aside 
for  a  fund  to  build  a  Relief  Society 
room. 

Forty-seven  Relief  Society  maga- 
zines were  subscribed  for  in  1941. 

Seventy-nine  members  were  enroll- 
ed in  December,  1941. 
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A  centennial  celebration  was  held  in 
the  afternoon  at  the  home  of  Sister 
Christina  Pfost,  with  a  program  and  re- 
freshments. Old  members  were  honored 
and  presented  with  Relief  Society  pins. 
A  dance  concluded  the  festivities  in  the 
evening. 

Sister  Oldham  was  honorably  releas- 
ed with  her  staff  of  officers  on  August 
23,  1942,  and  was  succeeded  by  Blanche 
Hendricks  as  president,  with  Arema 
Rigby  and  Retta  Berry  as  counselors, 
and  Myrtle  Hinckley  Sommer  as  secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

History  of  the  Hibbard  Ward  Relief 
Society   1943—1945 

In  December,  Arema  Rigby  was  re- 
leased as  first  counselor  and  Ella  Kepp- 
ner  sustained. 

Lessons  in  Red  Cross  were  started 
in  January  with  Mrs.  Kenneth  Hansen 
as  instructor,  with  22  enrolled.  A  ban- 
quet was  served  to  farmers  and  merch- 
ants which  netted  $150.  and  was  given 
to  the  church  building  fund.  An  annual 
chicken  supper  and  bazaar  was  held  in 
December  which  netted  $192.28.  This 
was  divided  with  the  bishopric  to  purch- 
ase bonds  to  later  be  used  toward  a  new 
church.  Three  hundred  people  were 
served  at  the  annual  ward  reunion. 

Two  special  Sunday  night  programs 
were  sponsored.  One  in  March  honored 
boys  in  the  service.  Twenty-two  quilts, 
three  silk,  were  quilted  in  1943. 

In  March,  1944,  four  quilts  were  quil- 
ted in  one  day.  A  dish  towel  shower 
was  held  in  August,  with  136  towels 
turned  in. 

Seventy  members  attended  the  open- 
ing social.  Three  temple  suits  were 
made. 


Ella  Keppner  was  released  in  Sep- 
tember as  first  counselor.  Retta  Berry 
was  sustained  as  first  counselor  and 
Lola  Saurey  as  second  counselor. 

Myrtle  Sommer  was  released  as  sec- 
retary in  May,  and  Claire  P.  Preece 
was  sustained. 

The  closing  social  was  held  June  14. 
honoring  all  past  presidents  as  well  as 
Rhoda  Parker,  it  being  her  87th  birth- 
day. 

On  August  13,  1944,  Blanche  Hend- 
ricks and  officers  were  released  and 
Arema  J.  Rigby  was  sustained  presi- 
dent with  Retta  Berry  and  Myrtle  Sell- 
ers, counselors,  and  Irene  Clements,  sec- 
retary. 

A  November  cooked  food  sale  netted 
$96.00,  which  was  given  to  the  building 
fund.  In  December,  $320.35  was  made 
from  the  annual  chicken  dinner  and 
bazaar.  One  hundred  fifty  dollars  in 
bonds  were  purchased  for  the  Relief 
Society  and  the  rest  given  to  the  build- 
ing fund.  At  the  close  of  1944,  total 
assets  were  $1258.69. 

Forty-one  women  spent  an  evening 
rolling  bandages  for  Red  Cross  in  Jan- 
uary, 1945.  A  new  sewing  machine  was 
purchased  in  March,  1945.  In  July  four 
quilts  were  made  in  one  day. 

The  closing  social  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Mary  Rigby.  All  older  and  for- 
mer members  were  guests. 

From  four  banquets  and  the  annual 
chicken  dinner  served  during  the  vear, 
a  total  of  $1022.67  was  realized,  of  which 
$685.  was  given  to  the  building  fund. 

At  the  opening  social  in  September, 
1945,  patches  in  "shirt  with  silver  lin- 
ing" were  opened  and  $147.22  found. 
This  was  given  to  the  building  fund. 
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Independence  Ward  Relief  Society 


From  left:  front  row,  Thora  Anderson,  Mar- 
garet Barber,  Esther  Hansen;  second  row, 
Maria  Thomason,  Ethel  Teeples;  third  row, 
Mary  M.  Jensen,  Minnie  Jensen,  Elizabeth 
Murdock. 


1902  or    1903—1942 

This  is  an  abridged  history  of  the  In- 
dependence Ward  Relief  Society.  The 
old  records  were  burned  on  May  12, 
1940.  They  contained  a  complete  history 
of  the  organization. 

Independence  Ward  Relief  Society 
was  organized  either  in  1902  or  1903 
with  Rhoda  Spaulding,  president;  Inger 
Jensen,  first  counselor;  Marie  K.  Thom- 
ason, second  counselor;  May  dinger, 
secretary.  After  about  two  years,  the 
society  was  reorganized  with  Inger  Jen- 
sen as  president,  Marie  K.  Thomason 
and  Marie  Jensen  as  counselors,  Amy 
Browning,  secretary  and  Karen  Ander- 
son, treasurer. 

These  sisters  were  released  after  four 
years  of  faithful  service  and  Sister  Mary 
Shelton  was  set  apart  as  president,  with 
Marie  K.  Thomason  and  Ellen  Forsyth 
as  counselors,  and  Amy  Browning,  sec- 
retary. 

These  sisters  remained  in  office  a- 
bout  two  years,  alter  which  they  were 
honorably  released,  and  Marie  K.  Thom- 

in  was  sustained  as  fourth  president, 


with  Ellen  Forsyth  and  Sarah  Hill  as 
counselors,  and  Luella  Anderson  as  sec- 
retary-treasurer. 

After  serving  nine  or  ten  years  Sis- 
ter Thomason  and  her  officers  were  re- 
leased and  Sarah  Hill  was  sustained  as 
fifth  president,  with  Mary  Christense.i 
and  Ida  Browning  as  counselors,  and 
Luella  Anderson,  secretary-treasurer. 

Sister  Hill  devoted  about  nine  years 
of  her  life  as  president  but  had  to  be 
released  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Marie  K.  Thomason  was  again  chosen 
as  president,  with  Zella  Walz  and  Am- 
anda Freeman  as  counselors  and  Nettie 
Spaulding  as  secretary. 

Sister  Thomason  served  the  second 
time  for  about  five  years  as  president. 
She  was  succeeded  by  Zella  Walz  as 
president,  with  Amanda  Freeman  and 
Clara  Nelson  as  counselors,  and  Ida  Ila 
Christensen,  secretary. 

The  new  presidency  decided  to  hold 
Relief  Society  meetings  in  the  homes  of 
the  sisters  to  create  better  attendance. 
First  year's  social  activities  were  a  party 
for  the  retiring  officers  and  a  seven- 
teenth of  March  celebration.  During  the 
second  year  a  handkerchief  shower  was 
held  on  the  birthday  of  each  member, 
with  the  exception  of  two  who  were  out 
of  town. 

In  times  of  sorrow  Sister  Walz  and 
her  officers  and  members  were  ever 
ready  to  assist  the  bereaved.  Many  a 
delicious  dinner  was  served  in  homes 
of  mourners  by  the  Relief  Society,  the 
food  being  donated  by  the  members. 

Bazaars  were  a  great  success  during 
Sister  Walz's  service.  The  society  also 
assisted  with  operations  for  hernia  and 
tonsils.  The  seventeenth  of  March  was 
celebrated  with  a  dinner  and  dance. 

Relief  Society  ward  conference  in 
1938  was  in  the  form  of  a  pageant.  A 
centennial  arch  was  built  on  the  mem- 
bership which  should  be  100.000  by  1942. 
The  group  assisted  with  the  carnival 
for  the  ward  in  September,  and  in  No- 
vember held  a  bazaar. 

The  sisters  worked  very  hard  and 
made  a  nice  sum  of  monev  for  the  so- 
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ciety,  some  of  which  was  used  to  finish 
payments  for  the  heatrola,  curtains,  and 
coverings  for  the  chairs. 

The  opening  social  in  1939  was  very 
successful.  It  was  presented  by  the  class 
leaders.  Each  member  was  presented 
with  a  corsage.  A  short  program  was 
given  and  lunch  served.  A  lovely  dis- 
play of  handwork  was  shown.  In  De- 
cember a  Christmas  party  was  held. 
There  were  38  in  attendance.  A  chicken 
dinner  was  served  and  presents  exchan- 
ged. 

In  1940  the  seventeenth  of  March  was 
celebrated  on  a  Sunday  with  a  very  ap- 
propriate program  during  sacrament 
meeting.  Each  sister  received  a  corsage 
of  gold  and  blue  flowers,  the  Relief  So- 
ciety colors. 

In  June  mothers  and  daughters  day 
was  held  with  program  and  refresh- 
ments. 

On  October  6,  1940,  President  Zella 
Walz  and  her  officers  were  released  by 
Stake  Relief  Society  President  Elizabeth 
Stowell.  The  following  were  sustained: 
Leona  Maughan  as  president,  with  Mary 
Jensen  and  Anna  Jemmett  as  counsel- 
ors, and  Esther  Hansen  as  treasurer. 

Books  were  given  to  these  officers 
on  October  18,  1940. 

On  December  16,  1940,  the  new  offi- 
cers held  their  bazaar.  A  good  program 
was  given  and  a  nice  sum  of  money  was 
realized. 

On  January  14,  1941,  a  party  was 
held  for  retiring  officers.  Each  was  pre- 
sented with  a  beautiful  sofa  pillow. 

The  seventeenth  of  March  in  1941 
was  held  in  the  evening.  A  lovely  pro- 
gram was  given  during  which  the  his- 
tory of  the  Relief  Society  was  read  by 
Sister  Marie  K.  Thomason.  Lunch  was 
served  at  the  close  of  the  party. 

On  May  3,  1941,  mothers  and  daugh- 
ters day  was  celebrated  with  a  fine  pro- 
gram and  a  dainty  lunch,  to  a  large 
crowd. 

Relief  Society  conference  was  held 
on  November  16,  1941,  with  a  large 
crowd  in  attendance.  The  bazaar  on  De- 
cember 17,  1941,  also  was  well  attended 
and   both  were  highly  successful. 

On  December  31,  1941,  there  were  41 
members  enrolled  in  the  ward  Relief  So- 
ciety. The  general  board  decided   that 


each  ward  should  have  60  per  cent  of 
L.  D.  S.  families  enrolled  by  1942.  There 
were  43  families  in  the  ward  December, 
1941,  and  41  members  enrolled,  which  is 
93  per  cent.  Members  were  very  happy 
to  find  Independence  ward  had  the 
highest  enrollment  in  the  stake.  The 
society  is  the  proud  possessor  of  the 
golden  membership  key  offered  by  the 
stake  board  for  the  highest  percentage. 
In  December  1941  there  were  35  mag- 
azine subscriptions  in  the  ward,  which 
means  that  85  per  cent  of  members  are 
reading  the  Relief  Society  magazine. 

A  deep  sorrow  came  to  the  commun- 
ity when  our  beloved  president  Leona 
Maughan,  was  called  by  the  Lord  to  the 
other  side,  on  May  25,  1942. 

The  society  was  reorganized  Sep- 
tember 20,  1942,  with  Mary  Jensen  as 
president;  Ethel  Teeples  and  Minnie 
Jensen,  counselors,  and  Esther  Hansen, 
secretary-treasurer. 

History  of  Independence  Ward 
Relief  Society,  1943—1945 

The  year  1943  began  with  the  same 
officers.  The  following  activities  were 
carried  forward  by  them: 

March  7,  a  Sunday  evening  patriotic 
program  was  presented. 

March  17,  program  and  lunch. 

Lunch  was  served  at  the  ward  out- 
ing held  at  the  City  park  June  30. 

A  bonfire  party  and  dance  were  held 
at  the  church,  June  18. 

At  the  opening  social  held  October 
1,  quilts  and  other  fancy  work  were 
shown. 

Relief  Society  conference  was  held 
November  5,  with  Sister  Emma  Oldham 
representing  the  stake  board  in  attend- 
ance. 

Although  material  was  hard  to  get 
because  of  the  war,  a  successful  bazaar 
was  held. 

In  1944  the  Sunday  evening  service 
in  March  was  enjoyed  by  a  large  crowd. 
Maria  Thomason,  one  of  our  most  faith- 
ful members,  died  June  19,  1944. 

During  the  summer  most  of  the  time 
was  spent  working  on  quilts  and  other 
articles  for  the  bazaar. 

The  welfare  assignment  was  com- 
pleted 100  per  cent. 
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Lyman  Ward  Relief  Society 


Centennial  Tree  Planting.  Helen  Hillman, 
Melinda  Jensen,  Verna  Arnold,  Permilla 
Snedaker,  Stanley  Arnold,  Clara  Munns,  Jer- 
ry Peterson,  Bishop  Angus  Peterson,  Celia 
Hales,    Anna    Benson. 

1927—1945 

Beginning  in  1927,  Ann  Galbraith 
was  president  of  Lyman  Ward  Relief 
Society,  with  Lenore  Rytting  as  first 
counselor.  The  second  counselor  had  not 
been  chosen  in  place  of  Amanda  Sim- 
mons, who  died,  October  1926.  Ladie 
Johnson  was  secretary. 

Sister  Ann  Galbraith  was  released 
June  19,  1927,  having  served  as  presi- 
dent 25  years,  or  since  the  organization, 
March  6,  1902.  She  was  a  very  good  and 
faithful  leader.  A  delightful  social  was 
given  in  her  honor. 

At  the  reorganization  of  the  Relief 
Society,  Sister  Dora  C.  Robinson  was  ap- 
pointed president  with  Edith  Franson 
and  Emma  Smith,  counselors,  and  Alice 
Beck,  secretary. 

Sister  Robinson  served  as  president 
nearly  seven  years.  She  was  released 
when  the  ward  was  reorganized,  March 
18,  1934,  when  Bishop  Snedaker  was  re- 
leased. Sister  Robinson  was  a  fine  lead- 
er. Her  annual  day  parties  were  always 
very  successful  as  was  everything  else 
she  undertook. 

During  Sister  Robinson's  service,  on 
September  28,  1930.  Lenore  Rytting  died 
after  serving  as  organist  in  the  Relief 
Society  for  28  years,  and  as  theology 
teacher  a  number  of  years.  She  was  lov- 
ed  by  all  ward  members. 


At  the  beginning  of  1930  the  Relief 
Society  gave  $25  towards  the  erection  of 
the  new  amusement  hall. 

In  1931  the  Relief  Society  furnished 
a  tree  which  was  planted  on  the  taber- 
nacle grounds. 

In  1933  the  Lyman  sisters  furnished 
the  Relief  Society  room  with  a  new  rug, 
curtains  and  blinds. 

Lyman  ward  was  reorganized  March 
18,  1934,  with  Leslie  Andrus  as  bishop 
and  Amanda  Bybee  as  Relief  Society 
president;  Melinda  Jensen  and  Rohanna 
Atkinson  as  counselors;  and  Clara  Bail- 
ey, secretary. 

Sister  Bybee  served  four  and  a  half 
years.  She  was  released  September  24, 
1939.  She,  too,  was  a  faithful  leader. 
During  Sister  Bybee's  service  the 
church  welfare  plan  was  begun  and  the 
presidency  visited  all  the  families  in 
the  ward,  gathering  old  and  new  cloth- 
ing, also  fruits  and  vegetables,  for  the 
needy.  The  members  also  worked  in  the 
stake  cannery  at  Rexburg. 

January  27,  1937,  Clara  Bailey  was 
released  as  secretarv  and  succeeded  bv 
Nettie  Galbraith.  April  11,  1937,  Rohan- 
na Atkinson  was  succeeded  as  second 
counselor  by  Permilla  Snedaker.  (voted 
in  May  9,  1937). 

May  7,  1938,  Sister  Mary  M.  Robison 
died.  She  had  served  as  magazine  agent 
for  22  years.  On  July  20,  1938,  a  party 
was  given  honoring  Sister  Ann  Gal- 
braith on  her  81st  birthday.  A  new  or- 
gan was  bought  by  the  Relief  Society 
for  their  room. 

The  Relief  Society  was  reorganized 
and  Clara  Munns  was  chosen  as  fourth 
president,  with  Permilla  Snedaker  and 
Melinda  Jensen,  counselors,  and  Lola 
Butler,  secretary-treasurer.  October  1, 
1939.  Under  Sister  Munns  the  Relief 
Society  work  was  carried  on  in  an  effi- 
cient way. 

A  special  opening  social  with  the 
theme  "New  Membership",  was  very 
successful  in  September,  1939.  During 
the  program  the  following  sisters  were 
honored: 
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Ann  Galbraith,  first  president;  Dora 
Robinson,  second  president;  Amanda 
Bybee,  third  president;  and  Clara 
Munns,  fourth  president;  also  Sisters 
Permilla  Snedaker  and  Luella  Peterson, 
for  outstanding  service  and  attendance; 
and  Mae  Sharp  and  Ann  Galbraith  for 
being  members  for  50  years  and  over. 

The  membership  increased  from  54 
to  71  in  1939  due  to  the  efforts  of  Sister 
Melinda  Jensen,  membership  coordina- 
tor. 

December,  1941,  Sister  Dora  Robin- 
son donated  a  combined  volume  of  Book 
of  Mormon,  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
and  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  to  the  Relief 
Society.  A  new  bookcase  was  added  to 
the  furniture  of  the  room.  Erma  Gal- 
braith was  sustained  as  secretary  when 
Sister  Lola  Butler  was  released  in  1940. 

November  19,  1940,  Helen  Hillman 
was  sustained  as  second  counselor  in 
place  of  Melinda  Jensen  who  was  re- 
leased and  voted  in  as  membership  co- 
ordinator. 

January,  1941,  Lyman  Ward  Relief 
Society  won  the  membership  key  pre- 
sented by  the  stake  board  to  the  ward 
with  the  highest  percentage  of  members, 
and  held  this  key  during  1941. 

March  17,  1942,  was  a  day  long  to  be 
remembered  by  the  Lyman  Ward  Relief 
Society.  Sister  Munns  and  her  officers 
put  forth  every  effort  possible  to  make 
this  celebration  an  outstanding  one. 
Recognitions  were  given  to  those  of  long 
and  faithful  service.  A  well  prepared 
program  was  presented  and  refresh- 
ments served.  The  quota  set  by  the  gen- 
eral board  of  60  per  cent  of  all  L.  D.  S. 
families  to  be  enrolled  was  realized 
through  the  fine  efforts  of  President 
Munns  and  her  coordinator,  Melinda 
Jensen. 

The  enrollment  December  1941,  in 
the  Lyman  Relief  Society  was  71  or  71 
per  cent.  Forty-five  magazine  subscrip- 
tions were  taken  by  the  Lyman  mem- 
bers, or  63  per  cent. 

History  of  Lyman  Ward  Relief  Society 
1943—45 

The  following  changes  in  officers 
were  made  during  1943.  Released  were 
Ida  Galbraith  and  Malinda  Johnson,  Ju- 


ly 13,  1943;  Erma  Galbraith,  October  31. 
Sustained  were  Gladys  Cook,  as  art  lea- 
der, January  12;  Adrienne  Brown,  theol- 
ogy leader,  October  31;  Leona  Morten- 
sen,  chorister,  October  31. 

A  new  article  shower,  May  11  was 
very  successful.  Meetings  were  held  at 
the  homes  of  sisters  during  the  summer. 

Sister  Celia  Hales,  magazine  repre- 
sentative, obtained  subscriptions  am- 
ounting to  84  per  cent  of  membership. 
This  was  the  highest  per  cent  of  any 
ward  in  the  stake. 

The  society  contributed  three  quilts 
to  the  welfare  and  Red  Cross,  made  16 
blouses,  22  pajamas  and  one  temple 
robe.  One  evening  every  month  during 
1943  and  1944  was  spent  at  the  Red  Cross 
room  and  practically  every  woman  in 
the  ward  participated  in  folding  band- 
ages. In  1944  there  was  an  average  at- 
tendance of  21.  A  total  of  524  hours  were 
spent  at  this  war  time  task. 

During  the  year  1944  the  sisters  as- 
sisted in  redecorating  the  chapel  and 
completely  renovated  and  refurnished 
the  Relief  Society  room  with  a  new  rug, 
chairs,  curtains  and  drapes. 

For  the  welfare  assignment  the  sis- 
ters contributed  16  sheets,  seven  sheet 
blankets,  21  pillow  cases,  21  dishtowels, 
one  layette  (58  pieces),  one  woman's 
dress,  three  women's  night  gowns,  one 
woman's  pajamas,  three  ladies'  slips, 
three  children's  panties,  four  quilts.  Ap- 
proximately 176  hours  were  spent  mak- 
ing these  items. 

Members  were  very  loyal  in  salvage 
drives.  Lyman  ward  ranked  first  in  the 
first  fat  salvage  drive. 

Some  of  the  outstanding  achieve- 
ments of  1945  were  a  program  commem- 
morating  Joseph  Smith's  birthday  and 
Christmas,  held  in  connection  with  the 
bazaar  in  December. 

The  mothers  and  daughters  spent  an 
enjoyable  day  at  Heise  Hot  Springs, 
July  11.  Six  certificates  were  issued  to 
those  who  completed  the  Red  Cross 
home  nursing  course. 

The  following  changes  were  made: 
Released  November  4  were.  Emma 
Smith,  second  counselor;  June  Gal- 
braith, organist;  Claudia  Hendricks,  vis- 
iting teacher;  Rose  Hansen,  visiting  tea- 
cher; Permilla  Snedaker,  visiting  teach- 
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er;  February  20,  Elsie  Hill,  work  leader; 
and  February  9,  Beth  Moore,  and  Lyle 
Anderson,  visiting  teachers. 

Sustained  were,  January  9,  Verla  Ar- 
nold, and  Verna  Arnold,  visiting  teach- 
ers; February  13,  Mary  Brindley  and 
Rose  Hansen,  visiting  teachers;  Febru- 


ary 20,  Nettie  Galbraith,  work  leader; 
November  4,  Emma  Smith,  first  counsel- 
or; Rose  Hansen,  second  counselor;  Mil- 
da  Smith,  organist;  and  Beth  Moore,  vis- 
iting teachers. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  was 
a  total   membership  of  53. 


Newdale  Ward  Relief  Society 


From  lefl:  Lonie  Graham,  Rose  Zina  Cox, 
Clarissa  James,  Frances  Schwendiman,  Amelia 
Park,  Mary  Rydalch,  Carrie  Howard,  Freda 
Seibold. 


1917—1942 

The  Newdale  Relief  Society  was  or- 
ganized on  January  4,  1917.  Emily  Jac- 
obs was  sustained  and  set  apart  as  first 
president,  with  Mary  Christensen  and 
Esther  Dredge  as  counselor  and  Ethel 
Ward  as  secretary.  These  officers  served 
for  one  year,  after  which  they  were 
honorably  released. 

On  February  12,  1919  Jane  L.  Clark 
was  set  apart  as  second  president  of 
Newdale  Relief  Society,  with  Sister 
Aurelia  Stock  and  Sister  Meda  Schwen- 
diman as  counselors,  and  Velora  Haws, 

iretary.  Sister  Annie  Garner  and  Min- 
nie Shaw  succeeded  as  secretaries,  and 
Ada  Fairbanks  as  second  counselor. 


Sister  Clark  was  a  very  faithful  pres- 
ident. She  helped  the  poor  and  took  care 
of  the  sick  time  after  time  without  pay. 
She  walked  two  or  three  miles  to  meet- 
ing and  accomplished  much  good. 

Jane  Widdison  was  set  apart  by  Na- 
than Ricks  as  a  nurse  in  the  ward. 

Ada  Fairbanks  was  sustained  as  the 
third  president  of  Newdale  Relief  So- 
ciety September  17,  1922,  by  James 
Blake,  with  Meda  Schwendiman  and 
Jane  B.  Widdison  as  counselors,  and 
Minnie  Shaw  as  secretary.  When  the 
latter  moved  away  she  was  succeeded 
by  Verna  Howard. 

After  two  years  of  service  President 
Fairbanks  was  released  and  Sister  Jane 
B.  Widdison  set  apart  as  fourth  presi- 
dent, with  Sister  Meda  Schwendiman 
and  Bertha  Brown  as  counselors  and 
Lorrie  Godfrey  as  secretary.  All  were 
set  apart  on  August  17,  1924. 

On  September  18,  1927,  S.  Louette 
McKinlay  was  chosen  as  fifth  president 
with  Emma  Schwendiman  and  Annie 
Garner  as  counselors  and  Lorrie  God- 
frey, secretary.  Aurelia  Stocks  was  ap- 
pointed first  counselor  April  26,  1925. 
Rose  Bird  was  named  second  counselor 
October  26,  1925.  Annie  Garner  was  set 
apart  as  secretary  October  26,  1925.  All 
were  released  with  President  Widdison 
on  September  18,  1927. 

The  same  sisters  were  in  office  in 
1928  with  the  exception  of  the  secretary, 
who  was  released  March  18,  Rose  Bird 
who  was  appointed  as  such  to  be  re- 
leased on  August  12,  and  Rosina  Cox, 
set  apart  as  secretary  of  the  organiza- 
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tion.  Emma  Schwendiman  died  in  1930 
and  Annie  Garner  was  chosen  as  first 
counselor.  On  August  17,  1930  Bonnie 
Graham  was  appointed  second  counsel- 
or. 

Sister  McKinlay  served  faithfully  for 
four  years.  During  that  time,  regular 
meetings  were  held,  visiting  teachers 
visited  the  homes  of  Newdale  to  bring 
sunshine  and  delivered  their  message, 
needy  families  were  helped  and  Relief 
Socity  conferences  and  bazaars  were 
held  annually. 

On  September  13,  1931  a  reorganiza- 
tion was  effected.  Sister  Frances  Schw- 
endiman was  set  apart  as  sixth  president 
of  Newdale  Relief  Society,  with  Lydia 
Miller  and  Amelia  Park  as  counselors, 
Rosina  Cox,  secretary,  and  Rhoda  Stev- 
ens, assistant  secretary. 

Under  Sister  Schwendiman  many 
fine  things  were  accomplished.  Days 
were  often  spent  with  the  sick,  needy 
families  were  assisted,  weekly  Relief 
Society  meetings  were  held.  Teachers 
went  out  to  the  homes  with  their  mess- 
age of  peace  and  good  will.  Officers' 
meetings  were  held  in  connection  with 
the  bishopric  as  well  as  by  themselves. 
Conferences  and  bazaar  as  well  as  other 
socials  were  held  regularly.  The  general 
fund  was  supplied  by  sponsoring  shows 
and  dances.  Sisters  were  outstanding  in 
the  making  of  quilts.  Every  year  they 
have  made  from  12  to  16  quilts  and  in 
1938  they  broke  the  record  by  making 
35  quilts. 

Membership  coordinator  Carrie  How- 
ard worked  hard  to  get  the  quota  desir- 
ed by  the  general  board,  60  per  cent  of 
L.  D.  S.  families,  and  in  December,  1941, 
the  Newdale  membership  enrollment 
was  57,  or  63  per  cent. 


A  total  of  29  members  subscribed  for 
the  Relief  Society  Magazine  in  Decem- 
ber, 1941.  Three  teachers  received  the 
magazine  free  for  having  made  100  per 
cent  visits  during  the  year  1941. 


History  of  Newdale  Relief   Society 
1943—1945 

During  1943  besides  holding  the  reg- 
ular meetings  with  lessons,  the  Newdale 
Relief  Society  held  a  party  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  emergency  chest  in  February, 
honored  the  parents  of  sons  in  the  arm- 
ed forces  in  March,  spent  August  3  and 
10  making  temple  clothes,  and  held  a 
bazaar  on  December  2. 

On  June  11,  1944  Frances  Schwendi- 
man and  her  officers  were  released  af- 
ter many  years  of  service.  The  new  offi- 
cers sustained  were:  president,  Anita 
Schwendiman;  counselors,  Jennie  Raw- 
lins and  Leah  Martineau;  Minnie  Hobbs, 
secretary-treasurer.  Immediately  plans 
were  made  for  the  November  bazaar.  A 
total  of  $609.26  was  cleared  at  the  bazaar 
and  chicken  dinner  on  November  7,  $500 
of  which  was  set  aside  for  the  ward  buil- 
ding fund.  The  welfare  assignment  was 
three  quilts. 

The  special  activities  in  1945  were  a 
New  Year  party,  a  social,  honoring  the 
past  officers,  a  Sunday  evening  service, 
ward  Relief  Society  conference,  and  a 
turkey  dinner  in  connection  with  the 
bazaar,  at  which  time  another  $500  was 
turned  to  the  building  fund.  On  Decem- 
ber 18  there  was  a  Christmas  party  with 
exchange  of  gifts.  Ten  boxes  of  clothing 
were  sent  to  the  stake  board  to  be  sent 
to  needy  Saints  overseas. 
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Piano  Ward  Relief  Society 


From  left:  Blanche  Rasmussen,  Norma  Peter- 
son, Maude  Weathersion,  Jennie  Hemsley, 
Geneva  Robertson,  Margaret  Blaser,  Lyda 
Hillman,   Myrtle   Steele. 

1896—1942 

The  Hiatt  or  Piano  Ward  Relief  So- 
ciety was  organized  March  1,  1896.  Mary 
P.  Hillman  was  chosen  as  first  presi- 
dent with  Mary  Rawson  and  Josephine 
Lucas  as  counselors,  Rebecca  Weather- 
ston,  secretary,  and  Angenetta  Robert- 
son, treasurer.  Josephine  Lucas  succeed- 
ed Mary  Rawson  as  first  counselor,  June 
18,  1896,  and  Elizabeth  Hiatt  was  set 
apart  as  second  counselor  the  same  day. 

On  June  6,  1901,  Hiatt  Ward  changed 
its  name  to  Piano  Ward. 

Charlotte  Davis  succeeded  President 
Hillman  with  Josephine  Lucas  and  So- 
phia Pratt  as  counselors,  and  Rebecca 
Weatherston,  secretary  and  Angenetta 
Robertson,  treasurer.  Charlotte  Jackson 
succeeded  Josephine  Lucas  as  counselor 
on  August  6,  1903.  Josephine  Oakey  was 
sustained  as  secretary  on  July  4,  1904. 

President  Charlotte  Davis  was  later 
released. 

Ann  Davis  was  set  apart  as  president 
on  June  12,  1904,  with  Charlotte  Jackson 
and  Margaret  Davenport  as  counselors; 
Josephine  Oakey,  secretary;  Mary  A. 
Hemsley,  treasurer;  Agnes  Steel,  as- 
sistant secretary.  Second  counselor  Mar- 
garel  Davenport  was  succeeded  bv  Mel- 
incla  Benson,  July  22,  1906. 

After  five  years  of  faithful  labor,  all 


officers   were  honorably   released   Feb- 
ruary 4,  1909. 

Sarah  W.  Brown  was  set  apart  as 
fourth  president  on  February  4,  1909 
with  Mary  A.  Hemsley  and  Agnes  Steel 
as  counselors,  Sarah  M.  Peterson,  sec- 
retary, and  Sarah  A.  Chandler,  treasur- 
er. Secretary  Peterson  was  released  on 
July  6,  1910,  and  Eliza  Weatherston  set 
apart  as  secretary  on  July  7,  1910. 

President  Sarah  W.  Brown  was  re- 
leased after  three  years  of  faithful  serv- 
ice on  December  22,  1912. 

Mary  A.  Hemsley  was  set  apart  as 
fifth  president  on  December  22,  1912 
with  Agnes  Hodgson  and  Parcella  Par- 
kinson as  counselors;  Eliza  Weatherston 
secretary,  and  Charlotte  Jackson,  treas- 
urer. Parcella  Parkinson  succeeded  Ag- 
nes Hodgson  as  first  counselor  and  Edith 
Benson  was  sustained  as  second  coun- 
selor in  1915. 

All  officers  were  released  October 
29,  1916,  when  Eliza  Weatherston  was 
set  apart  as  sixth  president,  with  Edith 
Benson  and  Agnes  Hodgson  as  counsel- 
ors; Ivy  Squires,  secretary,  and  Char- 
lotte Jackson,  treasurer;  Pauletta  Rob- 
ertson, chorister,  and  Ivy  Squires,  or- 
ganist. 

President  Eliza  Weatherston  and  her 
officers  were  honorably  released  Sep- 
tember 21,  1919,  and  Harriet  Davis  was 
set  apart  as  seventh  president  with 
Lenna  Belnap  and  Lola  Brown  as  coun- 
selors; Joyce  Jackson,  secretary,  and 
Agnes  Purcell,  treasurer.  First  counselor 
Lenna  Belnap  was  succeeded  by  Anna 
Coleman  in  February  1921,  and  Mar- 
garet Blaser  was  set  apart  as  second 
counselor  April  20,  1924,  succeeding  Lo- 
la Brown.  Joyce  Jackson  was  released 
as  secretary  April  26,  1921  and  Hazel 
Hillman  filled  the  vacancy,  October  11, 
1921.  Margaret  Blaser  was  succeeded  by 
Blanche  Rasmussen  as  second  counselor 
on  May  6,  1928.  Myrtle  Steel  succeeded 
Rebecca  Widdison  as  magazine  agent, 
in  September  1925. 

President  Harriet  Davis  and  her  offi- 
cers were  honorably  released  after  nine 
years  of  faithful  service,  September  16, 
1928. 
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Sister  Ellen  Hemsley  was  chosen  as 
eighth  president  and  set  apart  October 
28,  1928,  with  Josephine  Oakey  and 
Laura  Parkinson  as  counselors  and  Myr- 
tle Steele  as  secretary.  On  July  14,  1929, 
both  counselors  were  released  and  Alice 
Hemsley  and  Jeanetta  Robertson  were 
set  apart  as  counselors  with  Sarah  F. 
Lloyd,  chorister. 

President  Ellen  Hemsley  and  all  her 
officers  were  released  with  a  vote  of 
thanks  July  13,  1930. 

Sister  Anna  Coleman  was  sustained 
as  ninth  president  with  Lola  Brown  and 
Myrtle  Steele  as  counselors  and  Vera 
Parkinson,  secretary-treasurer. 

During  the  time  that  Harriet  Davis 
was  president,  $165.00  was  donated  to 
the  L.  D.  S.  Hospital  at  Idaho  Falls. 

A  dinner  was  served  to  all  the  wid- 
ows in  the  ward  on  November  12,  1929. 
A  grand  party  was  given  March  19, 
1929  for  all  retiring  officers. 

Under  Sister  Coleman's  service  a  vis- 
iting teachers  convention  was  held  con- 
jointly with  Hibbard  Ward  Relief  So- 
ciety on  June  13,  1931.  Relief  Society 
Stake  President  May  Grover  presided 
and  conducted  the  meeting.  Elise  B.  Al- 
der of  the  general  board  was  the  main 
speaker  and  gave  many  wonderful  in- 
structions to  those  present  in  the  Piano 
chapel.  Sister  Coleman's  husband  died 
while  she  served  as  president.  She  was 
honorably  released  after  five  years  of 
service. 

Myrtle  Steele  was  chosen  and  set  a- 
part  as  tenth  president,;  Charlotte  Hy- 
mas  and  Vera  Parkinson  as  counselors 
and  Sarah  Berger,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. Vera  Parkinson  succeeded  Char- 
lotte Hymas  as  first  counselor  and  Mar- 
garet Blaser  was  set  apart  as  second 
counselor  July  12,  1936.  Blanche  Ras- 
mussen  replaced  Sister  Berger  as  secre- 
tary. On  May  8,  1938,  Vera  Parkinson 
was  released  and  Margaret  Blaser  set 
apart  as  first  counselor.  Eva  dinger 
was  chosen  as  second  counselor.  Eva 
dinger  served  until  April  1940  when 
she  was  released  and  Geneva  Robertson 
was  sustained  as  second  counselor. 

An  outstanding  accomplishment  was 
the  cannery  work  done  by  the  Piano  Re- 
lief Society.  Hundreds  of  cans  of  fruits 
and    vegetables   were   preserved    every 


summer  and  donated  to  the  church  wel- 
fare store  house  in  Rexburg. 

In  December,  1941,  the  Piano  Relief 
Society  had  an  enrollment  of  54  mem- 
bers which  was  60  per  cent  of  the  L.  D. 
S.  families;  thirty  magazine  subscrip- 
tions, or  56  per  cent  of  the  members, 
were  sold. 

History  of    Piano   Ward   Relief    Society 
1943—1945 

During  1943  a  quilt  was  given  to 
Bishop  Moroni  Steele  in  appreciation 
of  his  cooperation  with  the  Relief  So- 
ciety. Six  quilts  were  made  in  the 
months  of  February  and  March,  five  for 
the  church  welfare  and  one  for  the  or- 
ganization. The  annual  bazaar  was  held 
in  March  with  a  net  of  $41.48.  A  mothers 
and  daughters  meeting  was  held  in 
June.  Sixty-five  mothers  and  daughters 
were  present. 

Myrtle  Steele  and  officers  were  re- 
leased October  31,  1943  and  Blanche  Ras- 
mussen  was  sustained  as  eleventh  presi- 
dent, with  Geneva  Robertson  as  first 
counselor,  Maude  Weatherston,  second 
counselor,  and  Mabel  Lee  Klingler  as 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

On  January  25,  1944  after  the  social 
science  lesson,  "What  America  Means — 
The  Sacredness  of  American  Citizen- 
ship", the  group  read  from  Wesley  Pur- 
cell's  diary.  Wesley  died  in  Australia 
while  in  the  service  of  his  country.  He 
was  the  son  of  Sister  Agnes  H.  Purcell. 

A  party  was  held  at  the  home  of 
Margaret  Blaser,  February  1,  1944,  in 
honor  of  retiring  officers,  Myrtle  Steele 
and  Margaret  Blaser.  In  March  a  party 
was  held  for  Mabel  Klingler  who  was 
moving  away. 

In  February,  1945,  members  met  at 
the  home  of  Beulah  Steele  and  sewed 
for  the  Red  Cross.  The  Sunday  evening 
program  March  4,  1945,  was  given  by 
the  Relief  Society. 

Two  parties  were  given,  one  for  Edna 
Munroe  and  one  for  Lizzie  Rawson  who 
were  moving  from  the  ward. 

The  opening  social  was  held  Novem- 
ber 13,  1945,  in  place  of  the  work  and 
business  meeting.  Twenty-six  were  pres- 
ent, representing  11  high  school  girls, 
and  15  members. 
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Rexburg  First  Ward  Relief  Society 


From  left:  Mabel  Browning,  Josephine  Smith, 
Dorothy  Hegsted,  Jane  E.  Rigby,  Jessie  Pet- 
erson, Myrtle  Garner,  Elizabeth  Smith,  Sadie 
Ricks,  Tacy  Winter,  Jessie  Morrell,  M.  May 
Grover,  Ada  Sharp,  Mabel  Zollinger,  Louisa 
Baker. 


1885—1942 

Sister  Ann  G.  Rigby  was  the  first 
president  of  the  Rexburg  Ward  Relief 
Society.  She  was  sustained  April  5,  1888, 
with  Addie  Roberts  as  first  counselor 
and  Cordelia  Lutz,  secretary-treasurer. 

A  little  later,  owing  to  the  removal 
of  Sister  Roberts,  Sarah  L.  Holman  was 
appointed  first  counselor.  She  filled  the 
position  only  a  short  time,  when,  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  Sister  Rigby  resigned 
and  Sister  Holman  was  chosen  as  sec- 
ond president  of  the  Rexburg  Relief  So- 
ciety, with  Sarah  J.  Tempest  and  Ellen 
Ricks  counselors  and  Cordelia  Lutz,  sec- 
retary-treasurer. 

Sister  Lutz  was  very  faithful  in  ful- 
filling her  duties  and  held  this  position 
until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  1888. 

Sister  Ellen  Ricks  was  released  to 
fill  the  position  of  stake  president  of  the 
Y.  L.  M.  I.  A.  and  Janette  Ricks  was 
chosen  as  counselor  to  Sister  Holman, 
in  1890. 

In  1897  Sister  Carrie  Smith  was  cho- 
sen as  third  vice  president  to  Sister  Hol- 
man, and  in  1901  succeeded  Janette 
Flicks  as  second  vice  president. 

Sisters  Holman.  Tempest  and  Smith 
served  many  years,  true  to  their  trust 
and  calling.  To  be  a  Relief  Society  work- 
in   those  days  was   vastly   differenl 
from  what  it  is  today.  Most  people  were 


poor.  Oft-times  those  good  sisters  of  the 
Relief  Society  made  full  suits  of  clothing 
for  every  member  of  large  families.  Tel- 
ephones, doctors,  nurses  and  undertak- 
ers were  then  unknown  in  these  parts. 
The  sick  were  nursed.  The  bodies  of  the 
dead  prepared  and  dressed  for  burial  by 
these  sisters  of  love  and  mercy  who 
went  about  in  a  quiet  way.  doing  all 
they  could  to  relieve  those  in  distress 
and  sorrow.  Through  this  arduous  labor 
much  exposure  to  inclement  weather, 
contagious  diseases,  the  health  of  Sister 
Holman  became  much  impaired  and  she 
thought  it  best  to  tender  her  resigna- 
tion. Bishop  Thomas  E.  Ricks  said  to 
her:  "Sister  Holman,  I  appreciate  your 
long  faithful  service.  Your  release  is 
honorable  and  well  earned." 

September  4,  1904  Sister  Holman  was 
released  and  Sister  Sarah  J.  Tempest 
was  set  apart  as  third  president  of  Rex- 
burg Ward  Relief  Society.  These  sisters 
worked  diligently  until  1907  when  Bish- 
op Ricks  was  released  and  succeeded  by 
Oliver  S.  Dalby  as  bishop.  All  ward  or- 
ganizations were  reorganized  at  that 
time. 

Dora  Jeppson  was  appointed  fourth 
president  with  Frances  Dalby  and  Eliza- 
beth Wallis  as  counselors  and  Emma  B. 
Phillips,  secretary. 

Sister  Jeppson  was  succeeded  some- 
time afterward,  due  to  her  removal  to 
Utah,  by  Rosella  Osborne  as  fifth  pres- 
ident. Sister  Osborne,  however,  did  not 
remain  very  long  in  this  position  as  she 
was  called  to  be  stake  Primary  presi- 
dent. 

At  this  time  Sister  Isabelle  McAllis- 
ter was  chosen  as  sixth  president.  She 
filled  this  position  until  July  29,  1914. 

Sister  Lavina  Walker  was  chosen  the 
following  September  as  seventh  presi- 
dent, with  Margaret  Crabtree  and  Sarah 
Johnson  as  counselors  and  Clara  Howell 
as  secretary. 

On  June  15,  1916  she  chose  for  her 

helpers  Sarah  B.  Christiansen  and  Mary 

Wilson  as  counselors;  Bessie  Manwar- 

ing,  secretary;  Sarah  Walker,  treasurer; 

Nellie  Walters,  organist;  and  Ellen  Wal- 
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dram,  chorister.  Lizzie  E.  Smith  succeed- 
ed Bessie  Manwaring  as  secretary,  April 
17,  1917. 

Sister  Melinda  Atkinson  met  with 
the  Relief  Society  and  honorably  releas- 
ed Sister  Sarah  B.  Christiansen.  Sister 
Bessie  D.  Parkinson  filled  the  vacancy 
as  first  counselor. 

April  23,  1918,  Stake  President  Ma- 
thilda Flamm  visited  the  ward  and  re- 
leased honorably  Sister  Lizzie  E.  Smith 
as  secretary.  Frances  B.  Duffin  was  ap- 
pointed secretary. 

July  2,  1918,  Sister  Walker  and  her 
board  were  honorably  released  and  Sis- 
ter Walker  was  set  apart  as  Stake  Re- 
lief Society  president.  On  July  9,  1918 
Sister  Bessie  Parkinson  was  sustained 
as  eighth  president  with  Lois  Archibald 
and  Frances  B.  Duffin  as  counselors; 
Emogene  B.  Manwaring,  secretary; 
Roxy  S.  Webster,  treasurer;  Alena  Por- 
ter, organist;  Lavina  Webster,  assistant 
organist;  and  Ellen  Waldram,  chorister. 

During  Sister  Parkinson's  service 
the  Relief  Society  was  very  active  in 
Red  Cross  work  for  World  War  I.  A 
$50.00  Liberty  Bond  was  purchased. 

Sister  Harriet  W.  Peterson  succeed- 
ed Sister  Emogene  B.  Manwaring  as 
secretary  in  1920. 

The  First  Ward  Relief  Society  sent 
wheat  valued  at  $78.40  to  the  Near  East 
Relief  Society. 

December  5,  1922,  Lois  Archibald  re- 
signed as  first  counselor  and  Frances  B. 
Duffin  was  sustained  in  her  place  and 
Lavina  Webster  as  second  counselor. 
Every  member  donated  five  cents  to  the 
Emeline  B.  Wells  monument  fund. 

An  L.  D.  S.  hospital  was  erected  in 
Idaho  Falls  and  all  wards  were  expected 
to  help  pay  for  the  same.  The  First 
Ward  Relief  Society  loaned  to  the  bish- 
opric, $1231.00. 

May  10,  1925,  President  Bessie  Par- 
kinson resigned  and  Frances  B.  Duffin 
was  sustained  as  ninth  president,  with 
Lavina  Webster  and  Nora  Clark  as 
counselors.  November  3,  Kate  Hendricks 
was  sustained  as  second  counselor  and 
Myrtle  Morris  as  secretary. 

September  10,  1926,  Sister  Duffin  was 
released  on  account  of  moving  away  and 
Lavina  Webster  was  sustained  as  tenth 
president,  with  Anna  Watson  and  Mabel 


Zollinger  as  counselors,  Myrtle  Morris, 
secretary.  September  18,  1927,  Sister 
Watson  was  released  because  of  ill 
health,  and  Mabel  Zollinger  and  Edna 
Hegsted  were  set  apart  as  counselors  to 
Sister  Webster. 

On  September  3,  1927,  the  Relief  So- 
ciety received  a  check  for  $152.50 — one 
half  of  a  $305.01  wheat  fund  deposit — 
from  the  presiding  bishopric.  One  half 
was  given  to  the  Rexburg  Fourth  Ward 
Relief  Society  which  was  formerly  part 
of  the  First  Ward  organization. 

Total  membership  in  1927  was  78 
members. 

In  August,  1929,  President  Lavina 
Webster  was  honorably  released  and  E. 
Jane  Rigby  was  set  apart  as  eleventh 
president,  with  Edith  M.  Garner  and 
Lizzie  E.  Smith  as  counselors,  Myrtle 
Morris,   secretary-treasurer. 

Under  Sister  Rigby's  service,  quilts 
were  made  and  sold,  bazaars  were  held, 
and  donations  were  made  by  faithful 
members  to  carry  on  the  charity  work 
of  the  ward  Relief  Society.  Clinics  for 
teeth  and  tonsil  operations  were  set  up. 
The  sisters  were  admonished  to  do  more 
temple  work. 

Sister  Rigby  and  counselors  served 
very  faithfully  and  were  honorably  re- 
leased July  12,  1936  when  sister  Martha 
Evans  was  set  apart  as  twelfth  president 
with  Lizzie  Smith  and  Nellie  Roylance 
as  counselors  and  Myrtle  Garner,  sec- 
retary-treasurer. 

August  14,  1938  Mabel  Zollinger  suc- 
ceeded Lizzie  Smith  as  counselor.  Sis- 
ter Evans  was  very  devoted  to  her  work. 
Charity  was  carried  on,  quilts  were 
made,  tonsils  removed,  and  eye  glasses 
provided  for  those  in  need. 

On  November  19,  1939,  President  Ev- 
ans was  released  with  her  officers  and 
Martha  Stevens  set  apart  as  thirteenth 
president  with  Frances  Wright  and  Tacy 
Winter  as  counselors  and  Myrtle  Garn- 
er, secretary.  Sister  Wright  died  Febru- 
ary 21,  1940.  Tacy  Winter  was  sustained 
as  first,  and  Myrtle  Garner  as  second 
counselors  with  Bertha  Robinson  as 
secretary.  Sister  Robinson  was  succeed- 
ed by  Josephine  Smith,  June  9,  1940. 

November  10,  1940,  the  ward  was  re- 
organized. Marriner  D.  Morrell  was  sus- 
tained as  bishop  and  Myrtle  Garner  set 
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apart  as  fourteenth  president,  with  Tacy 
"Winter  and  Mabel  Zollinger  as  counsel- 
ors and  Josephine  Smith,  secretary.  All 
were  set  apart  November  17,  1940. 

Sister  Garner  and  her  officers  were 
very  efficient  in  their  respective  office  3 
and"  callings.  They  looked  after  the  sick 
and  the  needy.  Clinics  were  carried  on 
for  the  removal  of  tonsils  and  teeth.  Eye 
glasses  were  supplied  where  necessary. 
Money  was  raised  to  furnish  the  new 
Relief  Society  room. 

In  December,  1941,  the  enrollment 
was  157  members  or  64  per  cent  of  the 
L.  D.  S.  families  in  the  ward.  This  was 
4  per  cent  above  the  quota  set  by  the 
general  board. 

Magazine  subscriptions  were  102  or 
65  per  cent  in  1941.  A  very  outstanding 
centennial  celebration  was  held  March 
17,  1942. 

History  of  the  Rexburg  First  Ward 
Relief  Society  For   1943  to  1945 

The  First  Ward  Relief  Society  was 
fully  organized  for  the  year  1943  with 
Myrtle  Garner  as  president.  There  were 
146  members  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  18  new  members,  14  removals  and 
one  death  (that  of  Sarah  E.  Ricks,  an 
original  pioneer,  who  died  April  23, 
1943.) 


Five  quilts  were  made  for  the  wel- 
fare program.  Eleven  quilts  were  made 
for  the  society.  Fifty  articles  were  made 
for  the  Red  Cross. 

Every  home  was  visited  by  the  presi- 
dency during  October  and  $97.53  was 
raised  to  help  buy  carpet  for  the  chapel. 

The  year  1944  commenced  with  the 
same  corps  of  officers.  The  enrollment 
was  slightly  less  than  1943. 

At  the  new  article  shower  held  in 
April,  78  new  articles  were  given.  Four- 
teen quilts  were  made  during  the  year. 

Caroline  Smith,  a  pioneer  officer  and 
member,  died  November  15,  1944  at  the 
age  of  83. 

The  annual  bazaar  and  Christmas  so- 
cial were  held  December  7. 

Myrtle  Garner  continued  as  presi- 
dent in  1945  with  Tacy  Winter  and  Ma- 
bel Zollinger  as  counselors;  Josephine 
Smith,  secretary  and  treasurer;  Nell 
Porter,  chorister;  and  Dorothy  Hegsted. 
organist.  Eleven  quilts  were  made  dur- 
ing the  year. 

At  the  annual  bazaar  held  in  Novem- 
ber, $214.  was  cleared. 

On  December  23,  1945,  the  First 
Ward  was  reorganized  on  account  of  the 
division  of  the  Rexburg  Stake,  but  the 
old  set  of  officers  for  the  Relief  Society 
was  sustained.  They  were:  Myrtle  Gar- 
ner as  president,  and  Tacy  Winter  and 
Mabel  Zollinger  as  counselors. 
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Rexburg  Second  Ward  Relief  Society 


From  left:  Ella  Skelton,  May  Beck,  Jessie  Atkinson,  Leona  Archibald,  Ellen  Cook,  Marie  Bar- 
ber, Alvaretta  Davis,  Lavina  Webster,  Alice  Howard,  Olive  Westover,  Agnes  Lords,  Hattie 
Brown,    Effie    Buchmiller,    May    Mason.    Pauline  Bird,  Hazel  Cook. 


1887—1942 

The  Rexburg  Second  Ward  Relief 
Society  was  organized  in  1887.  Christina 
Magdalena  Walz  was  the  first  president. 

On  April  3,  1890,  Sister  Walz  was 
again  chosen  president,  with  Mary 
Springer  and  Sarah  Cahoon  as  counsel- 
ors; Mary  M.  Lutz,  secretary,  and  Mag- 
gie Hendricks,  treasurer.  On  January 
27,  1895,  Sarah  Cahoon  was  succeeded 
by  Isabelle  Archibald  as  second  coun- 
selor. Mary  M.  Lutz  was  released  as 
secretary  and  Louisa  C.  Anderson  ap- 
pointed as  such.  Elizabeth  Steiner  and 
Emily  J.  Cook  were  both  treasurer  un- 
der Sister  Walz's  presidency. 

Sister  Walz  served  18  years  as  presi- 
dent and  was  honorably  released  on 
February  4,  1905,  at  which  time  Almira 
M.  Nelson  was  appointed  second  presi- 
dent, with  Fannie  Berry  and  Nancy  Os- 
borne as  counselors,  and  Louisa  C.  An- 
derson, secretary,  Cynthia  A.  Bird,  as- 
sistant secretary,  and  Ella  May  Wil- 
liams, treasurer. 

The  society  was  reorganized  Febru- 
ary 3,  1910.  Almira  M.  Nelson  was  re- 
leased after  five  years  of  faithful  service 
and  Ellen  Archibald  was  set  apart  as 
third  president,  with  Martha  Heath  and 


Sarah  Ellen  Lloyd  as  counselors  and  L. 
Jane  Osborne,  secretary,  Cynthia  W. 
Bird,  assistant  secretary,  and  Cora  Win- 
ner, treasurer. 

Ellen  Archibald  also  served  five 
years,  doing  much  good.  When  she  was 
released  Mary  Brenner  was  chosen  pres- 
ident with  Lorena  Flamm  and  Jennie 
Stewart  as  counselors,  Mary  Ricks,  sec- 
retary and  Sarah  E.  Ricks,  treasurer. 
All  were  set  apart  on  December  15,  1910. 
Eliza  Nelson  succeeded  Jennie  Stewart 
as  second  counselor,  December  10,  1911. 
L.  Jane  Osborne  and  Mary  Simmons 
served  as  secretaries  and  Martha 
Heath  as  treasurer  under  Sister  Brenn- 
er's presidency. 

Sister  Brenner  and  her  board  served 
faithfully  for  six  years  and  were  re- 
leased May  11,  1916,  at  which  time  Fl- 
nora  Jacobs  was  appointed  president, 
with  Mary  Simmons  and  Minnie  Ovard 
as  counselors;  Esther  Nichols,  secretary; 
Martha  Heath,  treasurer,  and  Rhoda  A. 
Hansen,  chorister.  Sarah  Timpson  and 
Jane  E.  Berry  were  set  apart  as  first 
and  second  counselors.  May  19,  1918. 

These  officers  were  honorably  releas- 
ed August  4,  1918  when  Jane  E.  Berry 
was  sustained  as  sixth  president  witli 
Sarah   Timpson   and   Lucy    Oldham    as 
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counselors;  L.  Jane  Osborne,  secretary, 
and  Martha  Heath,  treasurer.  The  sec- 
retary was  replaced  by  Mary  E.  Hunt 
August  3,  1919,  and  Delia  Neibaur,  as- 
sistant secretary.  Sarah  Nelson  was  ap- 
pointed  treasurer,   November    16,   1919. 

On  September  3,  1922,  President 
Berry  and  her  staff  were  honorably  re- 
leased and  Sarah  Timpson  was  chosen 
as  seventh  president,  with  Lucy  Oldham 
and  Jane  Hendricks  as  counselors;  Mary 
E.  Hunt,  secretary-treasurer,  and  Marie 
Darley,  assistant  secretary.  Adelgunda 
Hemming  succeeded  Lucy  Oldham  as 
first  counselor  January  18,  1925,  at 
which  time  Jane  Hendricks  was  set  a- 
part  as  president,  taking  Sister  Timp- 
son's  place  who  had  served  diligently 
for  three  years. 

Jane  Watson  Hendricks  was  sustain- 
ed as  eighth  president  of  Rexburg  Sec- 
ond Ward  Relief  Society  on  January 
28,  1925,  with  Adelgunda  Hemming  and 
Sarah  Nelson,  counselors.  Rachel  Min- 
son,  Lydia  Thueson  and  Edith  Hoskin 
were  also  counselors  during  Sister  Hen- 
dricks' nine  years  of  service,  and  Mary 
E.  Hunt,  secretary-treasurer.  Sister 
Hunt  was  released  May  4,  1926,  and  La- 
Von  A.  Sutton  was  sustained  as  secre- 
tary. During  Sister  Hendricks'  service 
many  fine  things  were  accomplished, 
such  as  paying  for  the  concrete  walk 
around  the  chapel,  cooking  dinner  for 
about  30  men  who  worked  on  the  church 
house.  Many  lovely  quilts  were  made, 
sold  or  given  to  the  needy. 

On  November  18,  1934,  Sister  Hend- 
ricks and  her  board  were  honorably  re- 
leased and  Edith  Hoskin  was  set  apart 
as  ninth  president,  with  Effie  Belnap 
and  Ruby  Smith  as  counselors,and  Win- 
nie Leatham,  secretary.  Later,  Lucy 
Christensen  succeeded  Effie  Belnap  as 
counselor. 

During  Sister  Hoskin's  service  an  all- 
day  work  and  business  meeting  was  in- 
stituted. Many  quilts  were  made.  In 
1939  the  membership  drive  was  started 
with  the  aim  to  get  100,000  members 
in  the  entire  church  by  1942.  Every 
Christmas  a  cash  gift  was  sent  to  each 
missionary    from    the   Second   ward. 

On  January  12,  1940,  Edith  Hoskin 
was  released  and  Kl  fie  Buchmiller  was 
set  apart  as  tenth  president,  with  Hazel 


Cook  and  Mary  Mason  as  counselors, 
and  Hattie  E.  Brown,  secretary.  Other 
officers  were:  Olive  Westover,  chorister; 
Marie  A.  Barber,  organist;  Alice  M. 
Howard,  magazine  agent;  Agnes  Lords, 
scripture  reading  project;  Jessie  Atkin- 
son, theology;  Leona  Archibald,  litera- 
ture; Lavina  Webster,  teacher  topic; 
May  Beck,  work  and  business;  Ellen 
Cook,  work  and  business;  Alvaretta  Da- 
vis, social  science;  Pauline  Bird,  mem- 
bership coordinator;  and  Josephine  Mc- 
Kinley,  membership  coordinator. 

May  Beck  had  charge  of  the  made- 
over  department  and  quilts. 

Ellen  Cook  was  in  charge  of  the  mat- 
tress program  sponsored  by  the  govern- 
ment and  many  mattresses  were  placed 
in  our  ward  through  her  efforts. 

During  the  year  Sister  Buchmiller 
and  her  counselors  and  officers  called 
upon  the  needy  in  the  ward,  as  well  as 
attending  to  all  other  duties.  For  one 
needy  family  a  complete  housecleaning 
was  given.  This  was  done  in  cooperation 
with  the  elders  quorum. 

In  December,  1941  there  were  175 
members  in  the  ward  Relief  Society,  or 
74  per  cent  of  L.  D.  S.  families  in  the 
ward,  14  per  cent  above  the  quota  set  by 
the  general  board. 

Out  of  these  175  members,  101  sub- 
scribed for  the  Relief  Society  magazine, 
a  percentage  of  58. 

The  centennial  celebration  was  held 
in  the  form  of  a  ward  reunion.  All  ward 
members  participated. 

History  of  the  Rexburg  Second  Ward 
Relief  Society,  1943—1945 

The  year  1943  began  for  the  Rexburg 
Second  Ward  Relief  Society  with  Effie 
Buchmiller  as  president,  Hazel  Cook, 
first  counselor;  LuSeba  Petersen,  sec- 
ond counselor,  and  Hattie  E.  Brown,  sec- 
retary-treasurer. On  August  8.  1943,  Lu- 
Seba Petersen  was  released  as  second 
counselor  and  Wynona  Stephenson  was 
sustained  in  that  office. 

The  Relief  Society  bazaar  was  held 
in  November  and  the  proceeds  amount- 
ed to  $194.21. 

The  Second  Ward  Relief  Society  was 
happy  to  fill  its  assignment  of  one  man's 
robe  and  one  lady's  veil  for  the  Rexburg 
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Stake  Relief  Society  to  be  used  in  the 
Idaho  Falls  temple.  Also  made  were  two 
complete  suits,  which  were  to  be  donat- 
ed by  the  Rexburg  Second  ward. 

In  March,  the  annual  day  was  ob- 
served by  a  short  program  in  the  regu- 
lar meeting  held  March  16,  and  on 
March  23  the  organization  prepared  and 
served  the  ward  reunion  banquet.  The 
welfare  assignment  of  two  cases  of  eggs 
and  25  chickens  was  filled. 

On  April  23,  1944,  Wynona  Stephen- 
son was  released  as  second  counselor. 
LuSeba  Petersen  was  again  sustained 
in  that  office  on  April  30,  1944. 

Forty-three  of  the  Relief  Society  wo- 
men spent  114  hours  in  the  welfare  can- 
ning center  helping  the  high  priests  in 
their  project.  During  the  year  the  presi- 
dency entertained  all  older  members 
with  a  party  and  a  small  gift  on  their 
birthdays. 

The  bazaar  was  very  profitable  and 
as  a  result  the  Relief  Society  presented 
the  bishopric  with  a  check  for  $200.00, 
to  be  applied  toward  the  building  of  a 
new  chapel.  The  sisters  spent  many 
hours  at  the  Red  Cross  bandage  and 
sewing  rooms. 

The  welfare  assignment,  given  the 
ward  by  the  stake,  was  fully  completed 
with  the  following  articles  furnished: 
One  woman's  house  dress,  five  children's 
dresses,  22  dish  towels,  one  layette,  four 
women's  night  gowns,  21  pillow  cases, 
four  children's  panties,  two  women's  pa- 
jamas, seven  sheet  blankets,  four  wom- 
en's slips,  16  sheets  and  four  children's 
slips. 


In  1945  a  memorial  fund  was  donated 
to  the  society  by  Clyde  Anderson,  in 
memory  of  his  departed  mother,  Marion 
Anderson,  who  had  been  a  very  faithful 
Relief  Society  member.  With  this  fund 
the  society  purchased  a  bookcase. 

Dishes  were  bought  from  the  Pri- 
mary organization  and  two  sewing  ma- 
chines were  donated  for  use  at  the  work 
meetings. 

In  1945  the  society  assisted  at  15 
funerals  by  taking  care  of  the  flowers 
and  serving  meals  in  the  homes. 

On  September  16,  1945,  Effie  Buch- 
miller  and  her  counselors  were  released 
and  LuSeba  W.  Petersen  was  sustained 
as  president,  with  Wynona  Stephenson 
as  first  counselor,  Beatrice  Hansen  as 
second  counselor,  and  Agnes  Bird  as 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

On  December  14,  1945,  a  very  success- 
ful bazaar  was  held.  A  total  of  $640.25 
was  added  to  the  general  fund.  Later, 
$600.00  was  given  to  the  bishop  for  the 
ward  building  fund. 

A  drive  for  clothing  and  soap  for 
European  saints  was  completed.  A  large 
welfare  assignment  was  completed  and 
turned  into  the  store  house  in  Rexburg. 

On  November  18,  1945,  LuSeba  W. 
Petersen  was  sustained  as  stake  presi- 
dent of  the  Relief  Society  of  the  Rex- 
burg Stake.  She  was  asked  to  retain  the 
presidency  of  the  Second  ward  until 
another  organization  was  sustained.  Sis- 
ter Petersen  served  in  both  positions 
until  January  27,  1946,  when  Lavina 
Webster  was  sustained  as  the  ward  pres- 
ident. 
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Rexburg  Third  Ward  Relief  Society 


From  left:  front  row,  Mary  Ray,  Bernice  Heinz,  Clara  Fikslad,  Lucinda  Fisher,  Emily  Ricks, 
Emma  Steiner;  back  row,  Constance  Brown,  Margaret  Pearson,  Franey  Clucas,  Thelma  Powell, 
Irene    Jensen,    Mae    Patterson,    LaVaun    Erickson,   Eva   Cook. 


1907—1942 

The  Third  Ward  Relief  Society  was 
organized  July  7,  1907.  Christine  G. 
Klingler  was  appointed  president  with 
Lulu  C.  Anderson  and  Elizabeth  Ricks 
as  counselors,  Olive  Buckley,  secretary, 
and  Frannie  Bieri,  treasurer.  Later  Isa- 
belle  Ellsworth  and  Eva  Cook  succeeded 
as  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Sister  Klingler  and  officers  served 
for  ten  years  and  were  released  Septem- 
ber 24,  1917,  when  Annie  Clark  was  set 
apart  as  the  second  president  of  the 
Rexburg  Third  Ward  Relief  Society, 
with  Lulu  C.  Anderson  and  Cora  Wynn 
as  counselors,  Elizabeth  M.  Ricks,  sec- 
retary, and  Eva  Cook,  treasurer. 

These  sisters  were  released  after  two 
years  of  faithful  service  on  March  2, 
1919,  and  Martha  Ricks  was  chosen  pres- 
ident, with  Lucinda  Fisher  and  Caroline 
Heinz  as  counselors,  Eva  Stitt  and  Ella 
Newby,  secretary  and  assistant  secre- 
tary, and  Emily  Ricks,  treasurer.  Helen 
B.  Stephens  was  appointed  secretary 
December  28,  1919. 

Caroline  Heinz  died  June  21,  1921, 
and  Amelia   Palmer   was  appointed   as 

ond  counselor,  to  be  succeeded  June 
15.  1924  by  Irene  Jensen.  Martha  Gibson 
was  set  apart  as  first  counselor  June  15, 
1924. 


President  Martha  Ricks  and  her  co- 
workers were  released  December  27, 
1925.  Margaret  Pearson  was  chosen  and 
set  apart  as  third  president,  with  Cora 
Wynn  and  Lena  Steiner  as  counselors, 
and   Isabella  Erickson   as  secretary. 

Since  its  organization  the  Relief  So- 
ciety of  the  Third  Ward  has  held  a  num- 
ber of  bazaars.  Proceeds  were  used  to 
help  erect  a  fence  around  the  meeting 
house.  Lawn  was  planted  as  were  sev- 
eral trees  to  beautify  the  grounds. 

In  1912  a  donation  of  $28.80  was  given 
to  the  China  and  U.  S.  flood  relief  pro- 
jects. In  1914  $25.60  and  775  pounds  of 
flour  were  donated.  In  1921  the  Relief 
Society  assisted  the  bishop  in  paying 
for  the  piano  and  chandeliers  for  the 
chapel. 

In  1926  and  1927  the  society  took  in 
$170.  from  bazaars.  The  money  was  used 
to  aid  a  needy  family  of  nine,  whose  fa- 
ther and  husband  had  to  spend  most  of 
his  time  in  the  hospital.  The  missionar- 
ies were  not  forgotten  by  the  Relief  So- 
ciety. 

In  1928  a  new  floor  was  put  in  the 
basement  of  the  chapel  and  the  Relief 
Society  again  assisted  financially,  and 
aided  also  in  paying  for  the  stake  pipe 
organ. 

During  President  Pearson's  service 
annual  days   were  always  observed   in 
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a  pleasing  way.  Conferences  were  held 
annually,  missionaries  were  assisted  fi- 
nancially. In  1928  there  were  42  mem- 
bers, with  an  average  attendance  of  15. 

Jessie  Atkinson,  secretary  of  the  Re- 
lief Society  stake  board,  came  to  meet- 
ing and  spoke  on  the  evils  of  picture 
shows  on  Sunday.  Many  members  were 
not  in  favor  of  Sunday  shows. 

President  Pearson  asked  each  mem- 
ber to  donate  a  bushel  of  wheat  or  an 
equal  amount  of  money  for  the  furnish- 
ing of  a  Relief  Society  room.  Sister  Pear- 
son was  presented  with  a  potted  plant 
on  her  fiftieth  birthday. 

On  Christmas  and  Thanksgiving  the 
widows  and  the  poor  were  remembered 
with  boxes  of  fruits  and  vegetables  and 
groceries.  In  1931  the  membership  was 
40,  with  eight  teacher  districts,  and  718 
visits  made  in  the  homes. 

In  1933  the  Relief  Society  presented 
the  ward  with  new  sacrament  sets. 

On  July  15,  1934,  the  Relief  Society 
was  reorganized.  Lucinda  Fisher  was 
sustained  as  fifth  president  of  Rexburg 
Third  ward,  with  Emily  Ricks  and  Myr- 
tle Pratt  as  counselors;  Nola  Dixon,  sec- 
retary; Leah  Nelson,  chorister;  and  Mar- 
ie Barber,  organist. 

Sister  Fisher  also  carried  on  the 
work  of  the  society  in  an  efficient  way. 
A  fine  spirit  prevailed  among  the  offi- 
cers and  members.  Membership  increas- 
ed in  1934  to  53,  and  the  average  attend- 
ance was  20. 

Constance  Brown  succeeded  Nola 
Dixon  as  secretary  about  April,  1935.  In 

1935  the  Relief  Society  assisted  in  buy- 
ing mats  for  the  chapel  floor,  presented 
sacrament  water  trays  to  the  ward,  and 
bought  six  chairs  for  the  church  house. 

Officers'  meetings  were  held  regu- 
larly  at  the  homes  of  the  officers.   In 

1936  curtains  were  purchased  and  pre- 
sented to  the  ward.  Also,  $5.50  was  paid 
by  the  society  for  repairs  on  the  meeting 
house.  In  1936  the  church  security  pro- 
gram was  inaugurated  and  Sister  Fisher 
and  her  officers  were  in  full  harmony 
with  the  program  and  assisted  in  every 
way  possible.  Many  of  the  members 
worked  at  the  stake  cannery  each  year. 

In  November,  1936,  with  a  feeling  of 
sadness,  we  bade  farewell  to  our  second 
counselor,  Myrtle  Pratt,  who  moved  a- 


way.  Clara  Fikstad  was  sustained  in  her 
place  as  second  counselor. 

In  April,  1937  Secretary  Constance 
Brown  was  released  and  Bernice  Heinz 
was  sustained  as  such. 

A  shower  was  given  for  a  needy  mo- 
ther, which  was  very  successful. 

President  Fisher  was  honored  on  her 
fiftieth  birthday  with  a  birthday  cake 
and  a  lovely  silk  quilt. 

Executive  officers  visited  each  home 
once  a  year  to  encourage  members.  Em- 
ma Steiner  was  pleasantly  surprised  on 
her  fifty-sixth  birthday  by  the  Relief 
Society  sisters  and  was  presented  with 
a  beautiful  silk  quilt,  for  being  a  faith- 
ful Relief  Society  worker  for  many 
years.  In  1939,  birthdays  of  all  members 
were  celebrated.  Slide  pictures  were 
presented  on  Palestine  by  Sister  Hattie 
Rigby  and  son,  Lalovi  Rigby. 

Christmas  parties  were  held  and  gifts 
were  exchanged  by  the  sisters.  During 
the  year  a  nursery  was  established  so 
mothers  could  attend  Relief  Society. 

In  1940  the  Relief  Society  cleared 
$80.00  with  a  bazaar  and  the  money  was 
given  to  the  bishop  for  the  expected 
new  chapel. 

In  1941  two  sheets  and  two  pillow 
cases  were  donated  to  church  welfare. 
In  August,  May  Grover  and  Emily  Clark 
came  to  the  ward  and  demonstrated 
bookbinding.  Eight  volumes  of  Relief 
Society  magazines  were  bound.  Emma 
Steiner  donated  five  volumes. 

Martha  Ricks,  Louisa  Anderson  and 
Charlotte  Lutz  were  specially  honored 
for  being  members  for  50  years  or  more. 

In  November,  1941,  President  Fisher 
presented  her  two  counselors  and  sec- 
retary with  beautiful  Relief  Society  cen- 
tennial pins. 

A  Christmas  party  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Emily  Ricks  at  which  all  offi- 
cers were  presented  with  Relief  Society 
pins  by  the  executives. 

In  December,  1941,  there  was  an  en- 
rollment of  86  or  81  per  cent.  The  quota 
set  by  the  general  board  was  60  per  cent. 
The  efforts  of  Clara  Fikstad  and  the 
executives  deserve  credit.  Of  86  mem- 
bers, 49  subscribed  for  the  Relief  So- 
ciety magazine,  or  57  per  cent. 

A  splendid  centennial  celebration 
was  held  on  the  anniversary   day,   the 
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hundredth  birthday  of  the  society. 

History  of  Rexburg  Third  Ward  Relief 
Society  From  1943  to  1945 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1943, 
the  total  membership  was  67.  Special 
observances,  namely,  March  17,  and  Mo- 
thers' and  Daughters'  Day  in  May,  were 
appropriately  noted.  The  society  made 
two  temple  suits  for  the  Idaho  Falls 
temple. 

During  the  year  a  successful  bazaar 
was  held,  also  ward  conference.  For 
Christmas  21  baskets  were  distributed. 
Three  quilts  were  made  for  the  society, 
four  for  the  church  welfare,  and  two  for 
the  Red  Cross,  besides  eight  quilts  made 
for  hire,  making  a  total  of  17  quilts  for 
the  year. 

The  Relief  Society  magazine  was 
placed  in  57  homes. 

The  ward  Relief  Society  was  reorg- 
anized in  August  of  1944  with  the  fol- 


lowing officers:  Emily  Ricks,  president; 
Thelma  Powell,  first  counselor;  Bernice 
Heinz,  second  counselor;  and  Elizabeth 
K.  Neville,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

There  were  67  women  enrolled  with 
30  visiting  teachers.  Several  times  the 
meetings  were  held  at  the  Red  Cross 
rooms  where  the  lesson  was  given  while 
the  women  rolled  bandages.  They  made 
more  than  1440  bandages.  The  yearly 
bazaar  cleared  $116.54  for  the  society. 

The  year  1945  found  the  Relief  So- 
ciety fully  organized  with  63  members. 
The  year  was  a  busy  one,  with  the  usual 
parties,  bazaars  and  Christmas  pro- 
grams, as  well  as  the  annual  conference. 
The  Red  Cross  work  was  continued. 

It  was  interesting  to  note  that  for 
the  suffering  saints  in  Europe,  clothing 
was  gathered  and  sent  overseas.  The  so- 
ciety held  a  soap  shower  which  netted 
40  bars  of  soap  which  was  also  sent. 

Boxes  of  chocolates  were  given  to  all 
the  widows  in  the  ward  as  a  holiday 
remembrance. 
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Rexburg  Fourth  Ward  Relief  Society 


From  left:  Hazel  Anderson,  Bessie  Manwaring,  Mae  Bales,  Ruth  Rich,  Verus  Catmull,  Julia 
Anderson,  Nettie  Christensen,  Genevieve  Klingler.  Annie  S.  Kerr,  Erma  Stucki,  Dora  Packer, 
Annette   Porter,   Alvira  Jensen,  Mary   Moore,   Estella    Shail,    Miriam   Rigby. 


1925—1942 

The  Fourth  Ward  Relief  Society  was 
organized  on  October  18,  1925.  Erma 
Widsteen  was  chosen  first  president 
with  Ida  Parkinson  and  Ruby  Brown  as 
counselors  and  Sarah  Johnson,  secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  on  Octo- 
ber 20,  1925  with  President  Widsteen 
presiding  and  conducting.  Bishop  Wil- 
liam C.  Blunck  attended  the  meeting 
and  spoke  a  few  words  of  encourage- 
ment to  the  members.  The  following 
were  sustained  as  officers  of  the  soci- 
ety: Letitia  Hansen,  chorister;  Ada  Nee- 
ley,  organist;  Annie  Kerr,  Elise  Rigby, 
Nettie  Christensen,  class  leaders;  Mary 
Corey,  social  service  worker;  Nellie 
Liljenquist,  magazine  agent. 

In  August,  1926,  Ida  Parkinson  died, 
and  Sarah  Johnson  succeeded  as  first 
counselor,  November  29,  1926.  Cynthia 
Freeman  filled  the  vacancy  of  secretary- 
treasurer.  Laura  Cutler  was  set  apart 
as  organist. 

On  September  25,  1927,  Ruby  Brown 
and  Cynthia  Freeman  were  released 
from  the  offices  of  counselor  and  secre- 
tary and  were  succeeded  by  Ellene 
Watts  as  counselor  and  Millie  Molen, 
secretary. 

On    September    8,    1929,    Sister    Wid- 
steen, Sarah  Johnson,  Ellene  Watts  and 


Millie  Molen  were  released  and  the  fol- 
lowing women  were  sustained:  Nora 
Clark  as  president,  with  Ellene  Watts 
and  Emogene  Manwaring  as  counselors, 
Nellie   Liljenquist,   secretary. 

On  September  30,  1929  a  meeting  was 
held  at  which  plans  were  made  for  ob- 
taining funds  for  a  new  meeting  house. 
A  bazaar  was  decided  on.  During  the 
year  many  such  meetings  were  held  and 
many  things  decided  on  to  help  raise 
money. 

A  cook  book  was  prepared  and  sold 
by  the  women  of  the  ward,  and  proceeds 
turned  over  to  the  building  fund.  Ban- 
quets and  dinners  were  served  to  raise 
money  for  the  new  church  house. 

A  glass  shower  was  held  to  get  glass- 
es for  the  new  church  kitchen.  A  table 
linen  shower  was  held  for  the  same  pur- 
pose in  1932. 

The  Relief  Society  served  a  dinner 
in  honor  of  Bishop  Oldham's  birthday. 
In  July,  the  Relief  Society  held  an  out- 
ing at  Warm  River,  and  in  October  of 
1932,  a  very  successful  bazaar  was  held. 

On  May  29,  1932  the  following  were 
sustained:  Annie  Kerr,  president;  Grace 
Dean  and  Ina  Parkinson,  counselors; 
Myrtle  Schwendiman,  secretary;  Lor- 
raine Grover,  chorister;  Erma  Widsteen, 
organist;  and  Alice  Howard,  magazine 
agent. 

In  September  members  canned  ap- 
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pies  and  dried  corn  to  be  used  for  char- 
ity. A  bazaar  was  held  November  8. 

In  1933,  Myrtle  Schwendiman  was 
succeeded  by  Millie  Molen  as  secretary- 
treasurer  and  Bessie  Beal  became  sec- 
ond counselor  at  the  release  of  Ina  Par- 
kinson, who  was  made  president  of 
Y.  W.  M.  I.  A. 

In  1934,  Annette  Porter  succeeded 
Millie  Molen  as  secretary.  Bazaars,  din- 
ners and  dances  were  held  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  church  building  fund.  All  in 
all,  the  Relief  Society  members  had 
raised  two  thousand  dollars  toward  the 
building  of  the  chapel.  On  March  17, 
1935,  the  annual  day  for  Relief  Society, 
the  chapel  was  dedicated  by  President 
Heber  J.  Grant. 

A  sherbet  dish  shower  was  held  to 
build  up  the  kitchen  supply.  Estella 
Shail  was  sustained  as  assistant  secre- 
tary-treasurer. During  February,  April 
and  June,  banquets  were  served  and  the 
proceeds  given  toward  the  payment  of 
the  electric  organ  purchased  for  the  new 
chapel  in  May,  1937. 

On  June  19,  1938,  Annie  Kerr,  Grace 
Dean,  and  Bessie  Beal  were  succeeded 
by  Erma  Stucki,  president;  Genevieve 
Klingler,  first  counselor;  Julia  Ander- 
son, second  counselor;  Isabella  Blunck, 
magazine  agent;  Miriam  Rigby  and  Eli- 
zabeth Ricks  succeeded  Ruth  Rich  and 
Annie  Elliott  as  class  leaders.  Mary 
Moore  was  appointed  membership  co- 
ordinator in  1939.  She  was  successful 
in  the  membership  drive  to  get  the  re- 
quired quota  of  60  per  cent  enrollment. 

Changes  in  officers  for  1940  were: 
Verus  Catmull,  replacing  Hazel  Ander- 
son as  organist;  Dora  Packer,  Sylvia 
Muir,  Ruth  Rich  and  Ruth  Biddulph, 
replacing  Bessie  Manwaring,  Elizabeth 
Ricks,  Lucille  Cullimore  and  Mildred 
Bierwert  as  class  leaders. 

The  Christmas  party  in  1941  was  a 
great  success.  Centennial  pins  were  pre- 
sented to  Lola  Webster,  Margaret  Davis 
and  Florence  Bennion  for  long  and 
faithful  service  to  the  Relief  Society  of 
the  ward. 

The  officers  made  a  special  project 
of  buying  new  light  fixtures  for  the  Re- 
lief Society  room.  Several  banquets 
were  served  during  the  year  and  the 
money  set  aside  for  this  purpose. 


On  December  31,  1941,  the  enroll- 
ment was  122  members — the  quota — 
thanks  to  the  fine  efforts  of  Mary  Moore 
and  cooperation  of  officers  and  mem- 
bers. Of  these  122  members,  77  subscrib- 
ed for  the  Relief  Society  magazine,  or 
02  per  cent. 

An  outstanding  centennial  celebra- 
tion was  held  on  March  17,  1942.  History 
of  the  Relief  Society  was  depicted  and 
the  highlights  dramatized. 

History  of  Fourth  Ward  Relief  Society 
1943—1945 

In  1943,  40  women  of  the  ward  com- 
pleted the  Red  Cross  home  nursing 
course  and  14  finished  the  course  in 
nutrition. 

Besides  the  regular  meetings,  special 
programs  and  socials  were  sponsored 
and  quilts  for  the  welfare  were  made. 

On  June  27,  1943,  President  Erma 
Stucki  and  counselors  Genevieve  Kling- 
ler and  Julia  Anderson  were  released. 
Dora  Packer  was  sustained  with  Eva 
Taylor  and  Peggy  Stephenson  as  coun- 
selors. When  the  latter  moved  away, 
Zella  Manwaring  was  sustained  in  her 
place.  Zelda  Brock  and  Norrine  Parkin- 
son were  appointed  assistant  secretary- 
treasurer  and  organist,  respectively. 

During  the  summer,  meetings  were 
held  at  homes  of  shut-ins.  Afghans,  ma- 
ternity bundles,  five  quilts  and  many 
hours  of  Red  Cross  work  were  donated 
by  the  sisters. 

Complete  harmony  existed  in  the  or- 
ganization through  1944-45.  Meetings  in 
the  summer  were  held  at  various  homes 
except  for  special  occasions.  In  August, 
1945,  several  faithful  officers  had  to  be 
replaced.  Bessie  Beal  succeeded  Estella 
Shail  as  secretary-treasurer,  Emogene 
Manwaring  replaced  Minnie  Watson  as 
magazine  agent,  and  Lorraine  Grover 
became  chorister  in  place  of  Hazel  An- 
derson. 

At  the  Christmas  party.  December 
18,  Florence  Bennion  was  honored  for 
50  years  of  service,  20  of  which  were  in 
the  Rexburg  Fourth  Ward. 

Average  attendance  for  the  year  was 
30  per  cent  of  membership. 
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Salem  Ward  Relief  Society 


Eulalia  Worlton,  Emma  Wasden,  Myrile  Bohi, 
Ethel  Bagley.  Sarah  Shirley,  Anita  Mortensen, 
Cleora  Hegsled,  Sarah  Bohi,  Lucy  Bowen, 
Ivy  Price,  Elsie  K.  Jensen. 


1885—1942 

Salem  Ward  Relief  Society  was  or- 
ganized in  November  1885  under  the 
direction  of  Bishop  G.  H.  B.  Harris  and 
his  counselors. 

Sister  Martha  Ward  was  appointed 
president  with  Rosa  Nelson  as  first,  and 
Victoria  Harris  as  second  counselors. 
Mary  C.  Harris  and  Minerva  Dillie  were 
chosen  as  secretary  and  Mathilde  Wil- 
son, teacher  supervisor. 

December  13,  1886,  Mary  C.  Harris 
and  Minerva  Dillie  were  released  and 
Sophia  Valentine  and  Martha  A.  Jensen 
sustained  in  their  places.  April  5,  1888, 
Cecilia  Anderson,  Jane  Jacobs  and  So- 
phia Valentine  were  sustained  as  the  ap- 
praising committee.  September,  1892, 
Sophia  Valentine  was  released  as  secre- 
tary and  Eliza  Butler  sustained  as  such. 

June  3,  1893,  Mary  Belnap,  Amy  R. 
Jaques  and  Mary  C.  Harris  were  made 
trustees  in  trust  to  hold  legal  title  to 
real  estate  for  the  Relief  Society.  De- 
cember 6,  1894,  Eliza  Beutler  was  re- 
leased as  secretary,  and  Mariah  J.  Pet- 
erson was  sustained  on  April  4,  1895. 

No  record  is  found  of  Mary  B.  Heg- 
sted  being  sustained  as  first  counselor, 
but  she  was  released  April  2,  1896  from 
that  position.  Mary  J.  Peterson  was  re- 
leased as  secretary  June  4,  1896  and 
Christine  Christensen  sustained  as  such. 


Under  the  leadership  of  Martha 
Ward  the  sisters  of  Salem  Ward  accom- 
plished much  good.  In  1886  they  were 
asked  to  store  all  the  wheat  they  could, 
and  every  sister  responded  to  the  call. 
Sister  Ward  served  as  president  from 
1885  until  January  5,  1897  when  the  so- 
ciety was  reorganized,  releasing  Sister 
Ward  and  her  board  with  a  vote  of 
thanks. 

Sister  Helena  Flamm  Jensen  was 
chosen  as  second  president  of  the  Salem 
Relief  Society,  with  Martha  Ann  Jensen 
and  Caroline  Peterson  as  counselors, 
Margaret  Ricks  as  secretary,  Laura  Han- 
sen, treasurer,  and  Victoria  S.  Harris, 
Rosa  Nelson  and  Mary  Belnap,  trustees 
in  trust. 

December  1,  1898,  Stake  Relief  Soci- 
ety President  Temperance  Hinckley 
came  to  Salem  with  her  counselor,  M. 
S.  Anderson.  Both  commended  the  Sa- 
lem sisters  highly  for  building  a  gran- 
ary. They  said  that  it  was  a  big  under- 
taking. They  stated  that  Salem  was  the 
first  Relief  Society  in  Bannock  Stake 
to  build  a  granary.  The  stake  officers 
asked  the  Salem  sisters  to  celebrate  the 
17th  of  March  with  a  program  and  pic- 
nic. Each  sister  was  asked  to  donate  10 
cents  on  that  day. 

The  following  changes  were  made: 
Laura  Hansen  released  as  treasurer  on 
June  3,  1897,  Amanda  Bell  sustained  as 
such;  Myrtle  Mortensen  sustained  as 
assistant  secretary,  November  16,  1899; 
Mariah  J.  Madsen  released  as  secretary 
and  Christina  Hegsted  sustained. 

On  February  2,  1901,  Christina  Heg- 
sted was  released  as  secretary  and  Eve- 
lyn Worlton  sustained.  September  19, 
1901,  Amanda  Bell  was  released  as  trea- 
surer, Marie  B.  Hegsted  sustained.  On 
May  1,  1902,  Christina  Hegsted  was  sus- 
tained as  secretary. 

Helena  Jensen  was  released  after 
eight  years  of  faithful  service  with  her 
devoted  board. 

Sister  Martha  Ann  Jensen  was  chos- 
en third  president  of  Salem  Relief  So- 
ciety, with  Delia  Hemmitu;  and  Alice 
Roylance    as    counselors,    and    Evelyn 
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Worlton,  secretary;  M.  May  Grover,  as- 
sistant secretary,  and  Christina  Hegsted, 
treasurer. 

President  Jensen  was  especially  a- 
dapted  to  care  for  the  sick.  To  many  a 
family  in  Salem  she  went  as  an  angel 
of  mercy  and  is  remembered  as  such  by 
those  who  were  afflicted.  Her  work  nev- 
er ended  with  just  a  visit  to  the  sick, 
but  in  many  cases  she  stayed  at  the 
home  of  the  sick  until  she  knew  that  a 
change  for  the  better  had  taken  place. 

During  her  service  the  following  sis- 
ters were  aids:  Caroline  Peterson,  Al- 
velda  J.  Pederson,  Lena  Anderson;  Myr- 
tle Mortensen,  chorister;  Pleasnace 
Furse,  secretary;  Rosa  Ward,  assistant 
secretary;  Esther  Hilton,  organist.  After 
eight  years  of  faithful  labor,  Sister  Mar- 
tha Ann  Jensen  and  her  officers  were 
released,  August  15,  1912. 

Sister  Evelyn  Worlton  was  set  apart 
as  fourth  president  with  Amanda  Bell 
and  Myrtle  Mortensen  as  counselors, 
and  Laura  Hogg,  secretary;  Amelia 
Phillips,  assistant  secretary;  Christina 
Hegsted,  treasurer;  Alice  Roylance  and 
Lizetta  Neff,  aids. 

Sister  Worlton  and  her  officers  and 
members  responded  to  the  call  from  the 
general  board  to  give  every  possible 
help  to  the  Red  Cross.  Socks  were  knit- 
ted and  bandages  rolled. 

Laura  Hogg  was  released  in  1914  as 
secretary  and  Amelia  Phillips  as  assist- 
ant secretary,  and  Essie  Furse  and  Delia 
Hemmings  sustained  as  such.  Essie 
Furse  was  released  February  28,  1915, 
and  Nancy  Cherry  sustained.  Annie 
Mortensen,  chorister,  was  sustained  the 
same  day. 

After  four  years  of  service,  Sister 
Worlton  and  her  board  were  honorably 
released,  January  25,  1917.  Mary  Ward 
succeeded  as  fifth  president  with  Delia 
Hemming  and  Alice  Roylance  as  coun- 
selors; Clara  Withers,  secretary;  Myrtle 
Bohi,  treasurer;  Lena  Anderson,  class 
leader.  On  June  8,  1919  the  following 
were  released:  Delia  Hemming,  Alice 
Roylance,  Clara  Withers,  Myrtle  Bohi 
and  Lena  Anderson.  Sustained  the  same 
day  were  first  counselor,  Anna  Jacob- 
second  counselor,  Nettie  Belnap; 
secretary  and  treasurer,  Eleanor  Virgin; 
assistant    secretary,    Linda    Eddington. 


Mae  Hegsted  succeeded  Nettie  Belnap 
as  second  counselor  September,  1920. 
July,  1921,  Effie  Belnap  and  Martha  Ann 
Jensen  succeeded  as  second  counselors; 
Sarah  J.  Hilton,  as  secretary;  Esther  Hil- 
ton, chorister;  Ethel  Bagley,  organist. 
Sister  Ward  and  her  officers  had  a 
broad  field  of  labor  during  the  flu  epi- 
demic, caring  with  untiring  efforts  for 
the  flu  victims. 

Sister  Ward  and  her  officers  were 
honorably  released  September  17,  1922. 

Sister  Martha  Ann  Jensen  was  again 
chosen  to  be  president,  with  Olive  Jen- 
sen and  Edna  Hegsted  as  counselors; 
Sarah  J.  Hilton,  secretary;  Clara  With- 
ers, assistant  secretary;  Esther  Hilton, 
chorister;  Ethel  Bagley,  organist;  Alice 
Hansen,  Linda  Eddington  and  Eleanor 
Virgin,  class  leaders.  Rachel  Dillie  and 
Clara  Withers  succeeded  as  counselors; 
also  Mae  Hegsted. 

Clarissa  Williams,  general  president 
of  Relief  Society,  had  the  inspiration 
that  the  interest  of  the  wheat  fund 
should  be  returned  to  the  wards  and 
used  for  maternity  and  child  welfare. 
Clinics  were  established  for  the  removal 
of  tonsils  and  the  health  of  children  and 
adults  improved  very  much.  Sister  Jen- 
sen was  the  second  time  honorably  re- 
leased on  September  25,  1927. 

Sister  Myrtle  Wasden  was  set  apart 
as  the  seventh  president,  with  Clara 
Withers  and  Annie  Mortensen  as  coun- 
selors and  Laura  Hogg  as  secretary- 
treasurer.  Lucy  Bowen  succeeded  as 
second  counselor.  During  World  War  I, 
the  Relief  Society  grain  was  sold  and 
the  money  was  put  in  trust  of  the  pre- 
siding bishopric.  Since  there  was  no 
grain  to  be  stored,  Sister  Wasden  and 
her  board  decided  to  sell  the  granary 
with  the  sanction  of  Bishop  George  Tan- 
ner, and  use  the  money  for  the  building 
of  a  new  Relief  Society  room.  The  gran- 
ary was  sold  and  the  money  was  put  in 
the  Fremont  County  Bank,  Sugar  City, 
pending  preparation  for  a  new  Relief 
Society  room.  The  granarv  was  sold  to 
Alfred  Ward. 

Clinics  and  class  work  was  carried 
on.  Sister  Wasden  and  her  officers  cared 
for  the  affairs  of  the  society  to  the  best 
of  their  ability.  On   December  8,   1929, 
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Sister  Wasden  and  her  board  were  hon- 
orably released. 

Elsie  K.  Jensen  succeeded  as  eighth 
president  with  Laura  Hogg  and  Emily 
Hope  as  counselors  and  Eulalia  Worlton, 
secretary.  Bertha  Rindlisbacher  suc- 
ceeded as  second  counselor  in  1935  when 
Laura  Hogg  moved  to  Montana.  During 
the  service  of  Elsie  K.  Jensen,  a  great 
depression  came  over  the  nation.  Banks 
were  foreclosed,  the  money  for  the  gran- 
ary was  lost.  Government  and  church 
had  to  lend  a  helping  hand.  Red  Cross 
material  was  distributed  by  Sister  Jen- 
sen and  her  officers  to  those  in  need. 

Besides  seven  class  leaders,  there  was 
a  sunshine  committee  and  sewing  and  a 
decoration  committee.  All  responded 
cheerfully  to  their  duties.  Clinics  were 
carried  on,  eye  glasses  were  supplied, 
and  layettes  and  quilts  were  sold  and 
given  away  to  those  in  need.  During  the 
winter  of  1932-33  material  for  quilt 
blocks,  and  22  pounds  of  washed  wool 
were  donated  and  11  quilts  were  made 
that  winter  by  the  members  under  the 
direction  of  the  visiting  teachers. 

Louise  Y.  Robinson  had  the  inspira- 
tion to  ask  each  sister  to  donate  one  new 
and  one  made-over  article  for  emergen- 
cy. To  this,  the  Salem  sisters  responded 
well.  Birthdays  of  all  sisters  were  cele- 
brated for  one  year. 

In  November,  1935,  the  Salem  Relief 
Society  golden  jubilee  was  celebrated 
with  a  pageant  depicting  the  highlights 
of  the  local  Relief  Society.  At  this  cele- 
bration $20.00  was  cleared  and  sent  to 
missionaries.  The  general  fund  was  sup- 
plied with  proceeds  from  shows,  fish- 
ponds, country  stores,  sale  of  ice  cream 
at  the  sugar  factories,  and  sale  of  tickets 
for  the  Romance  theater. 

The  sisters  donated  freely  of  their 
old  clothing  to  be  made  over  for  the 
Church  welfare  as  well  as  new  articles, 
fruits  and  vegetables.  Scripture  read- 
ing was  made  interesting  by  recipes  for 
Bible  cakes,  Bible  games  and  so  on.  De- 
spite depression,  Sister  Jensen  and  her 
officers  enjoyed  many  spiritual  feasts 
and  socials.  During  those  lean  years  of 
depression  they  gained  the  friendship 
of  every  sister  in  the  ward. 

On  August  16,  1937,  Sister  Jensen  was 
released  and  Emily  Hope  sustained  as 


ninth  president,  with  Bertha  Rindlis- 
bacher and  Janet  Mortensen  as  counsel- 
ors, and  Eulalia  Worlton,  secretary.  Sis- 
ter Worlton  was  succeeded  in  January. 
1938  by  Clarissa  Luke,  who  in  turn  was 
succeeded  by  Delia  Gray. 

The  membership  campaign  was  star- 
ted during  the  year  that  Sister  Hope  was 
president.  A  total  of  1582  chapters  of 
scripture  was  read  by  the  members. 
Forty-two  visits  to  the  sick  were  made. 
Eight  quilts  were  made.  Clinics  were 
held,  five  children  had  tonsils  removed, 
eye  glasses  were  bought  for  three  chil- 
dren and  the  organization  helped  buy 
glasses  for  two  adults.  Two  children  had 
teeth  taken  care  of  by  the  Relief  Society. 
Vegetables  and  fruits  were  donated  and 
many  went  to  the  cannery  and  helped 
can  the  produce.  A  cover  for  the  pulpit 
in  the  chapel  was  bought  during  the 
year. 

On  September  4,  1938,  Sister  Hope 
was  honorably  released;  also  Bertha 
Rindlisbacher. 

Eulalia  Worlton  was  set  apart  as 
tenth  president  with  Jonet  Mortensen 
and  Mable  Hirschi  as  counselors  and 
Clarissa  Luke,  secretary.  Mable  Hirschi 
was  chosen  Primary  president  and  was 
succeeded  as  second  counselor  by  Myrtle 
Bohi. 

During  Sister  Worlton's  service  a 
library  cabinet  was  built  and  an  active 
library  organized  with  Elsie  K.  Jensen 
and  Sarah  Bohi  as  librarians. 

A  building  fund  was  started  for  a 
Relief  Society  room.  A  quilt  was  made 
having  all  the  names  of  the  members  of 
Salem  ward  embroidered  on  it,  charging 
10  cents  per  name.  The  quilt  was  pre- 
sented to  Bishop  O.  P.  Mortensen  and 
the  money  put  in  the  building  fund. 
During  1939  the  new  membership  quota 
was  reached,  Salem  being  the  first  ward 
in  Rexburg  stake  to  reach  its  quota, 
thanks  to  the  fine  efforts  of  the  mem- 
bership coordinator,  Emily  Hope.  A  co- 
operative spirit  prevailed  during  Sister 
Worlton's  service.  President  Worlton 
was  released  on  April  21,  1940,  with  a 
vote  of  thanks. 

Sister  Esther  Hilton  was  set  apart 
as  the  eleventh  president  with  Myrtle 
Bohi  and  Emma  Wasden  as  counselors 
and    Delia    Gray,    as    secretary,     who 
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was  succeeded  by  Anita  Mortensen. 
Lillie  Archibald  was  chorister,  Ethel 
Bagley,  organist,  and  the  following  class 
leaders:  Sarah  Shirley,  Lucy  Bowen, 
Cleova  Hegsted,  Clara  Shirley,  Janet 
Mortensen,  Mary  Shirley,  Eva  Rice, 
Thelma  Hendricks,  Bertha  Roylance  and 
Vanda  Jensen.  Bertha  Rindlisbacher 
was  magazine  agent,  succeeded  by  Jen- 
nie Rindlisbacher  and  Ivy  Price,  and 
Sarah  Bohi  was  librarian.  Emily  Hope 
was  membership  coordinator. 

Sister  Hilton  and  her  co-workers 
sponsored  a  very  fine  annual  day  party 
on  March  17,  1941.  Families  were  helped, 
quilts  were  made  and  members  helped 
at  the  cannery. 

Sister  Hilton  was  released  January 
11,  1942. 

Eulalia  Worlton  was  again  chosen  as 
president  of  Salem  Ward  Relief  Society 
with  Emma  Wasden  and  Lillie  Archi- 
bald as  counselors  and  Anita  Morten- 
sen as  secretary-treasurer. 

A  very  fine  centennial  celebration 
was  held  on  March  17,  1942.  All  former 
presidents  and  those  sisters  who  were 
members  for  50  years  and  over  were 
especially  honored.  A  program  was 
presented  and  the  reception  table  was 
covered  with  an  exquisite  tablecloth. 
The  centerpiece  was  a  three-tier  birth- 
day cake  made  by  Janet  Mortensen. 

Membership  enrollment  was  87,  or 
80  per  cent  on  December  31,  1941,  20  per 
cent  over  the  quota  set  by  the  general 
board.  Forty-one  magazine  subscriptions 
were  taken  at  that  time,  or  47  per  cent. 

History  of   Salem  Ward  Relief   Society 
For  1943  to  1945 

At  the  beginning  of  1943  there  were 


73  members  in  the  Salem  Ward  Relief 
Society. 

On  May  23,  1943,  Eulalia  Worlton  and 
her  board  were  released  and  Mary  Shir- 
ley was  sustained  as  the  thirteenth  pres- 
ident of  the  Salem  ward.  Ethellyn 
Shirley  and  Iris  Birch  were  chosen  as 
counselors,  Anita  Mortensen,  secretary 
and  treasurer. 

During  the  year  eight  quilts  were 
made.  A  new  article  shower  was  held 
in  April.  Every  fourth  Thursday  of  the 
summer  was  spent  at  the  Red  Cross 
center.  Three  tonsil  operations  were 
paid  for. 

On  January  1,  1944  the  Salem  Ward 
Relief  Society  was  fully  organized  as 
in  the  previous  year.  Later  in  the  year 
Ethelyn  Shirley  was  released  and  Ivie 
Price  was  sustained  as  second  counselor. 

New  curtains  were  bought  for  the 
church  house.  Members  went  every 
fourth  Thursday  to  the  Red  Cross  cen- 
ter and  rolled  hundreds  of  sponges. 

The  year  1945  found  Salem  Ward 
fully  organized  and  working  hard  un- 
der the  handicap  of  war  restrictions. 
Members  were  able,  however,  to  com- 
plete their  welfare  assignment  and 
sponsor  a  successful  bazaar. 

On  August  26,  1945,  the  Relief  Society 
was  reorganized  with  Iris  Birch  becom- 
ing the  fourteenth  president.  Her  coun- 
selors were  Mabel  Belnap  and  Lucy 
Withers. 

A  silver  shirt  idea  was  carried  out 
in  which  members  donated  silver  to  be 
used  to  furnish  the  Relief  Society  room. 

The  close  of  1945  brought  many 
changes  to  the  ward  because  of  the  di- 
vision of  the  Rexburg  stake,  but  it  gave 
many  more  an  opportunity  to  work. 
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Sugar  First  Ward  Relief  Society 


Front  row.  Fern  Ladle,  Annie  Ricks,  Mabel 
Barrus,  Mabel  Strong,  Lavina  Wilding;  back 
row,  Lucy  Ostler,  Esther  Wright,  Erma  Gee, 
Minnie  Jaques,  Vera  Pincock,  Jennie  Hamil- 
ton. 

1926—1942 

Sister  Janet  Orme  presided  over  the 
Sugar  City  Relief  Society  for  many 
years.  She  was  sustained  in  1921  and 
released  in  1927.  This  dear  sister  gave 
untiring  service  to  the  Relief  Society, 
having  been  counselor  previously.  Her 
counselors  were  Martha  Cluff  and  Al- 
varetta  Davis,  with  Tacy  Winmill,  sec- 
retary. The  meetings  were  held  weekly. 
From  time  to  time  high  school  teachers 
were  called  in  to  discuss  different  sub- 
jects. Contests  were  held  between  visit- 
ing teachers  to  collect  annual  dues  with 
splendid  success. 

On  June  19,  1927,  Stella  Holman  be- 
came president  with  Sarah  Harris  and 
Bertha  Garner  as  counselors,  and  Tacy 
Winmill,  secretary. 

President  Holman  held  this  position 
for  eight  years  or  until  the  ward  was 
divided  in  1935.  She  was  an  indefatig- 
able worker.  She  held  many  socials  at 
her  own  home  for  Relief  Society  offi- 
cers and  teachers,  as  well  as  the  regular 
meetings  of  the  Relief  Society.  During 
her  presidency  every  officer  and  visit- 
ing teacher  was  set  apart  by  the  priest- 
hood. Under  her  guidance  the  Relief  So- 
ciety sisters  were  taught  how  to  beauti- 
fy their  homes,  by  teaching  them  the 


art  of  making  flowers,  lamp  shades,  vas- 
es, rugs,  sofa  cushions,  painted  weeds, 
candles,  etc.  Great  emphasis  was  laid 
on  the  reading  of  scripture,  and  a  record 
was  kept  of  the  number  of  chapters  read 
each  week  by  the  sisters.  About  this 
time  birth  control  was  gaining  a  foot- 
hold. The  mothers  were  warned  to 
teach  their  daughters  to  obey  the  gospel 
in  this  respect.  A  sunshine  committee 
was  organized.  In  1929  there  were  30 
teachers  districts  and  most  of  the  time 
100  per  cent  teaching  was  done.  Often 
as  much  as  $13.00  was  handed  in  by  the 
teachers  in  one  month.  At  one  meeting 
432  chapters  of  scripture  reading  was  re- 
ported in  one  month. 

In  1930  the  sisters  were  asked  for  the 
first  time  to  donate  a  new  and  made- 
over  article  to  the  society.  Attendance 
was  only  fair  at  this  time.  The  sunshine 
committee  did  splendid  work  cheering 
the  home-bound,  the  sick  and  the  lonely. 
The  needy  were  always  remembered  on 
Christmas  as  well  as  the  missionaries. 
One  hundred  per  cent  annual  dues  were 
paid  in  1930.  Fifty-eight  members  read 
the  Book  of  Mormon. 

Emma  Ladle  was  sustained  as  secre- 
tary in  place  of  Tacy  Winmill  in  1931. 
The  non  use  of  tobacco  among  young 
people  was  spoken  of  with  great  con- 
cern from  time  to  time.  Sister  Vance 
read  the  Book  of  Mormon  four  times. 
President  Holman  often  quoted  "remove 
your  hats  in  meeting". 

In  1932  the  Sugar  City  bank  failed. 
It  had  kept  the  Relief  Society  funds. 
One  hundred  forty-six  members  enroll- 
ed in  1933.  This  year  it  proved  necessary 
to  give  socials  to  help  raise  money  to 
pay  the  annual  dues.  Sisters  were  urged 
to  can  all  fruit  and  vegetables  possible 
to  help  the  needy  during  the  winter.  All 
during  these  years  refreshments  were 
served  at  work  and  business  meetings. 
Visiting  teachers  were  honored  once  a 
year  by  a  party.  Different  sisters  were 
appointed  to  visit  Teton  and  Newdale 
wards.  These  visits  were  exchanged  and 
splendid  ideas  were  gained  in  this  man- 
ner. 
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Emma  Ladle  was  released  in  1934  as 
secretary  and  Elma  Dalling  sustained  as 
such.  Sister  Ladle  died  in  August  of 
1934.  Each  year  the  Relief  Society  con- 
tributed $10.00  to  the  Children's  Home 
of  Idaho.  There  were  138  members.  The 
first  Mothers  and  Daughters  day  was 
celebrated  in  February,  1934. 

The  main  project  of  1935  was  the 
building  of  a  Relief  Society  home.  In 
January  and  February  Marion  L.  Mur- 
dock  got  logs  out  and  Edwin  D.  Smith 
hauled  them.  At  priesthood  meeting  in 
February  Bishop  Hamilton  asked  each 
member  of  the  priesthood  to  pay  for  one 
log  (75c)  and  all  were  willing  to  do  so. 
In  March,  Jim  Stone,  with  the  help  of 
some  of  the  priesthood,  put  in  the  foun- 
dation. This  was  a  great  thrill  to  all 
Relief  Society  members.  A  silver  tea 
was  held  at  the  home  of  John  Wilding. 
The  coins  were  dropped  into  a  little 
log  cabin  made  by  Christian  Schwendi- 
man.  A  written  invitation  was  sent  out 
to  each  woman  in  the  ward  to  contribute 
one  dollar,  if  possible,  or  less.  The  pro- 
ceeds came  to  $100.00. 

Later,  a  bottle  for  contributions  of 
small  change  was  available  at  Relief 
Society  meetings.  In  May,  1934,  Mary 
Thomas  and  her  ladies'  glee  club  assist- 
ed at  a  dinner  concert.  The  dinner  was 
under  the  direction  of  Sarah  Harris  and 
Lucy  Ostler.  Two  hundred  fifty  people 
were  served.  The  food  was  donated  by 
the  Relief  Society  sisters.  The  logs  were 
laid  in  April,  and  construction  continued 
until  July.  At  this  time  Jim  Stone  died. 
All  felt  they  had  lost  their  best  friend. 
All  his  labors  had  been  given  freely. 

His  son,  Glen  Stone,  and  Roy  Ander- 
son took  over  the  work.  In  July,  Apostle 
Callis  came  to  the  Rexburg  stake  con- 
ference. Bishop  Hamilton,  a  special 
friend  of  Elder  Callis,  invited  the  latter 
over  to  see  the  building,  and  told  him 
that  the  women  would  appreciate  a  lit- 
tle help  from  the  church,  and  as  a  result, 
the  Relief  Society  received  $100.00,  with 
which  they  bought  shingles.  In  August 
and  September,  the  fireplace  was  com- 
pleted. Lunches  and  dinners  were  sold, 
plays  were  put  on  and  quilts  were  sold. 
Sisters  donated  their  Sunday  eggs,  re- 
freshments were  sold  at  the  sugar  fac- 
tory to  raise  the  money  for  the  buildin 


Helen  Ovard  landscaped  the  grounds. 

The  Sugar  ward  was  divided  Julv 
21,  1935.  The  Relief  Society  Home  be- 
came the  property  of  the  Sugar  First 
ward.  Stella  Holman  became  tne  presi- 
dent of  the  Sugar  Second  ward  Relief 
Society.  The  Second  ward  Relief  Society 
was  given  the  privilege  of  holding  their 
meetings  in  the  society  home.  The  Sec- 
ond ward  continued  to  help  complete 
the  building. 

At  last  it  was  paid  for  and  ready  for 
dedication  to  The  Lord.  It  was  dedicated 
March  17,  1938,  by  Bishop  C.  O.  Hamil- 
ton. Sarah  Harris  and  Bertha  Garner 
were  outstanding  counselors. 

Bertha  Garner  was  set  apart  as  pres- 
ident of  Sugar  City  First  ward,  with 
Gladys  Murdock  and  Estella  Anderson 
as  counselors;  Vera  Pincock,  secretary. 
Stella  Holman  was  presented  with  a 
beautiful  quilt  made  by  the  sisters.  Lat- 
er, a  party  was  held  in  honor  of  Sarah 
Harris. 

Under  Sister  Garner  the  regular  Re- 
lief Society  work  was  carried  out  as 
well  as  many  other  fine  things.  A  spe- 
cial meeting  was  held  in  honor  of  Mag- 
dalene Schwendiman.  Her  children  and 
grandchildren  gave  the  program.  Sister 
Garner  and  her  officers  and  members 
made  quilts  for  the  poor  and  needy. 
Many  Mexican  families  were  helped. 

In  February,  1939,  Tacy  Winter  was 
sustained  as  president,  with  Hazel  Pin- 
cock  and  Constance  Bean  as  counselors, 
and  Vera  Pincock,  secretary.  After  six 
months  of  faithful  service  Sister  Winter 
moved  to  Rexburg  and  the  Relief  So- 
ciety was  reorganized. 

Mabel  Strong  became  the  new  presi- 
dent with  Evelyn  Hillam  and  Lavina 
Wilding  as  counselors,  and  Fontella  Da- 
vis, secretary. 

In  1939,  13  quilts  were  made  under 
the  direction  of  the  visiting  teachers. 
Minnie  Garner  did  a  wonderful  work 
to  increase  the  attendance  by  honoring 
the  sisters  on  their  birthdays.  Sister 
Strong  and  her  officers  also  gave  aid 
to  the  poor  and  needy  families  whether 
they  were  members  or  not  .  Quilts  were 
sold  and  given  away  where  needed.  Spe- 
cial efforts  were  made  to  increase  the 
attendance  with  some  very  good  results; 
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also  to  increase  the  magazine  subscrip- 
tions. A  complete  bed,  with  mattress, 
pillow,  blankets  and  quilts,  was  made 
and  given  to  a  poor  family.  Others  were 
assisted  with  bedding,  clothes,  and  baby 
layettes  during  the  winter. 

The  drive  for  membership  continued. 
This  ward  received  second  honor  due  to 
the  fine  effort  Sister  Mae  Lewis  put 
forth.  Charity  work  continued.  One  good 
woman  whose  husband  deserted  her, 
and  left  her  with  four  children,  was  fit- 
ted out  with  glasses  and  the  initial  pay- 
ment on  her  dentures.  A  good  job  was 
secured  for  her  and  a  permanent  was 
given  her  to  appear  well  at  her  work. 

The  Relief  Society  has  been  respons- 
ible all  these  years  for  the  sacrament 
dishes  and  the  bread.  Centennial  pins 
were  given  to  Lucinda  Pincock,  Vinnie 
Ranee,  and  Minnie  Garner  in  honor  of 
being  members  of  the  Relief  Society  for 
50  years  and  more. 

In  December,  enrollment  was  77,  or 
83  per  cent  of  the  L.  D.  S.  families.  Of 
these  77  members,  36  were  subscribing 
for  the  Relief  Society  magazine,  or  47 
per  cent.  A  centennial  program  was  giv- 
en on  March  17,  1942,  which  will  long 
be  remembered  by  those  who  attended 
the  celebration. 

History  of  Sugar  City  First  Ward 
Relief  Society  for  1943  to  1945 

Commencing  the  year  1943  the  Relief 
Society  was  fully  organized  with  Mabel 
Strong  as  president;  Mabel  Barrus,  first 
counselor;  Mahalia  Wilding,  second 
counselor;  and  Vera  Pincock,  secretary- 
treasurer. 


During  the  month  of  February  the 
women  spent  two  hundred  hours  sewing 
for  the  Red  Cross. 

On  June  13,  President  Strong  and 
her  board  were  released  and  Lucy  Fur- 
ness  was  chosen  president,  with  Mahalia 
Wilding  and  Mary  Thomas  as  counsel- 
ors, and  Vera  Pincock,  secretary-treas- 
urer. The  work  went  forward  with  zeal. 

A  successful  bazaar  concluded  the 
year. 

1944  found  the  same  officers  in 
charge.  They  worked  under  great  diffi- 
culty, as  did  all  other  wards,  to  com- 
plete the  welfare  assignment,  and  were 
happy  to  have  finished  it  in  two  months, 
the  first  ward  in  the  stake. 

On  September  10,  Mary  Thomas  was 
released  as  second  counselor  and  Ardel- 
la  Withers  sustained  in  her  place. 

During  the  year  the  women  folded 
about  11,250  sponges  at  the  Red  Cross 
center. 

At  the  first  quarterly  conference  in 
1945,  the  two  Sugar  City  wards  were 
combined  into  one  ward,  and  all  organ- 
izations were  reorganized.  Sister  Mary 
R.  Holman  was  chosen  as  president  of 
the  Relief  Society  with  Thea  Pincock 
and  Ruth  Barrus  as  counselors  and  Elsie 
Worlton  as  secretary. 

The  new  ward  accomplished  a  huge 
task  of  knitting  the  group  together  and 
doing  the  work  required.  All  regular  and 
special  meetings  were  held;  also  a  ba- 
zaar which  netted  about  $357.00. 

The  Relief  Society  assisted  with  the 
collection  of  clothing  for  the  saints  in 
Europe.  It  also  assisted  the  ward  bishop- 
ric in  preparing  26  boxes  for  Christmas 
for  the  widows  and  the  needy. 
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Sugar  Second  Ward  Relief  Society 


Florence  Roberts,  Rhea  Pincock,  Bessie  Hen- 
dricks. Emily  Edwards,  Famie  Jacobs  Pin- 
cock,  Stella  Holman,  Ethelyn  Meyers,  Winni- 
fred  Ricks,  Anna  Wurst,  Ruby  Pincock. 


1904—1942 

The  Relief  Society  of  Sugar  City 
ward  was  organized  on  September  4, 
1904.  The  following  officers  were  sus- 
tained: Elizabeth  Roberts,  president; 
Helena  Jensen  and  Alice  Pincock,  coun- 
selors; Harriet  P.  Dally,  secretary;  Maria 
Austin,  treasurer;  Edith  Larsen,  chor- 
ister; and  Edith  Jensen,  organist.  At  this 
meeting  12  sisters  were  chosen  as  visit- 
ing teachers.  Meetings  were  held  mon- 
thly, the  time  being  taken  up  with  re- 
ports and  testimonies  of  the  teachers. 
Sewing  meetings  were  held  at  the 
homes  of  the  sisters  for  the  poor,  and 
several  quilts  were  made  and  sold.  Sev- 
eral bushels  of  wheat  were  gathered. 

On  February  7,  1908,  the  society  was 
organized  into  a  national  organization 
with  Elizabeth  Roberts,  president;  Alice 
Pincock  and  Janet  Orme,  counselors; 
Maria  Austin,  secretary;  and  Elizabeth 
Blake,  treasurer.  Meetings  were  now 
held  twice  a  month,  the  first  being  given 
to  lesson  work,  the  second  to  teachers' 
reports  and  testimonies.  A  generous  sum 
of  money  was  gathered  and  donated 
toward  the  building  of  the  chapel. 

In  1909  and  1910  a  granary  was  built 


and  paid  for  at  a  cost  of  $700.  In  1909 
Luella  Garner  succeeded  as  secretary, 
and  in  1911  Ella  Hogg  was  sustained  as 
assistant  secretary;  Ethel  Shally  and 
Jennie  Hamilton  as  chorister  and  organ- 
ist. 

In  1914  the  society  started  to  hold 
weekly  meetings.  Three  meetings  were 
devoted  to  lessons  and  one  to  work  and 
business.  The  following  sisters  were  cho- 
sen as  class  leaders:  Emma  Peck,  theol- 
ogy; Ada  Hamilton,  genealogy;  Pearl 
Hamilton,  literature;  and  Hettie  Lusk, 
home  economics. 

In  1914  Elizabeth  Winmill  and  Ella 
Hogg  were  set  apart  as  missionaries  and 
sent  to  the  Salem  ward. 

Ella  Hogg  was  sustained  as  secretarv 
September  8,  1913.  In  1916  Ethel  Dall- 
ing  was  sustained  as  assistant  secretary, 
and  in  1917  Myrtle  Bohi  and  Hettie 
Lusk  became  assistant  organist  and 
chorister. 

In  1918,  32,380  pounds  of  wheat  were 
sold  for  the  sum  of  $941.80,  the  amount 
being  sent  to  the  presiding  bishopric  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  One  hundred  sev- 
enty-five dollars  were  donated  in  1916 
for  the  building  of  temples  and  temple 
work. 

In  1921  President  Roberts  died  and 
the  society  was  reorganized  with  Janet 
Orme  as  president;  Alvaretta  Davis  and 
Agnes  West,  counselors;  Ella  Hogg,  sec- 
retary; Elizabeth  Blake,  treasurer;  and 
Jennie  Hamilton  and  Myrtle  Bohi,  chor- 
ister and  organist. 

Between  $400  and  $500  were  donated 
towards  the  relief  of  the  Belgian  suffer- 
ers, the  Near  East  Relief,  and  the  Ger- 
man saints. 

In  1923  Elizabeth  Blake  was  released 
as  treasurer,  and  Ella  Hogg  sustained  as 
secretary  and  treasurer.  Tacy  Winmill 
succeeded  Ella  Hogg  in  that  position, 
and  Martha  Cluff  was  second  counselor. 

On  June  19,  1927,  the  ward  was  reor- 
ganized and  Stella  Holman  was  set  apart 
as  president,  with  Sarah  Harris  and 
Bertha  Garner  as  counselors;  Tacy  Win- 
mill, secretary-treasurer;  and  Mary  Tho- 
mas, chorister.  A  very  successful  sum- 
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mer  program  was  carried  out  under 
George  Ostler  as  art  leader.  For  the 
Christmas  of  1927,  $60.75  was  distributed 
among  the  poor  of  the  ward,  and  $73.00 
was  sent  to  missionaries. 

On  July  21,  1935,  the  Sugar  ward  was 
divided  and  the  Sugar  Second  ward  was 
created.  John  W.  Stoker  was  sustained 
as  bishop,  with  Emery  Thomas  and  Ken- 
neth Thatcher  as  counselors.  Apostle 
George  F.  Richards  was  in  attendance. 

The  officers  of  the  Sugar  Second 
ward  Relief  Society  were:  Stella  Hol- 
man,  president;  Laura  Kinghorn  and 
Norma  Browning,  counselors;  Elma 
Dalling,  secretary  and  treasurer.  They 
were  appointed  August  18,  1935.  October 
13,  1935,  the  following  class  leaders  were 
appointed:  Minnie  Jaques,  organist;  Lib- 
bie  Anderson,  chorister;  Florence  Bean, 
magazine  agent;  Minnie  Jaques,  assist- 
ant secretary;  Helen  Ovard  and  Lenora 
Elison,  art  leaders;  Shirley  Ladle,  social 
service;  Blanche  Dalling,  literary;  Ruth 
Barrus,  literary;  Rae  Waldram,  teacher 
topic;  and  Josephine  Mills,  scripture 
project. 

During  the  month  of  October,  1935, 
the  sisters  donated  flour  sacks  to  make 
a  quilt  for  the  ward  layette. 

On  November  6,  Josephine  Mills  was 
released  as  scripture  project  leader,  and 
sustained,  November  20,  as  librarian. 

On  December  4,  Florence  Bean  was 
sustained  as  scripture  project  leader. 

When  the  Sugar  ward  was  divided 
the  Relief  Society  officers  of  both  wards 
agreed  to  pay  for  the  erection  of  the 
Relief  Society  room,  the  value  being 
$1500.00.  Both  Relief  Societies  were  to 
make  use  of  the  room,  Sugar  First  ward 
holding  meetings  on  Tuesday,  and  Sugar 
Second  ward  on  Wednesday.  Both  wards 
were  united  in  putting  on  dinners,  ban- 
quets, dances  and  other  parties  to  raise 
money  for  the  building  fund. 

On  March  17,  1938,  the  new  Relief 
Society  room  was  dedicated  by  former 
Bishop  Charles  O.  Hamilton.  Stake  Pres- 
ident Peter  J.  Ricks  and  Relief  Society 
Stake  President  M.  May  Grover  were 
in  attendance.  A  delightful  program  was 
presented.  At  the  close  of  the  afternoon 
refreshments  were  served  to  104  per- 
sons. 

In  1936  Libbie  Anderson  was  releas- 


ed as  chorister  on  January  8,  and  Ruby 
Stoker  set  apart  as  such.  Florence  Bean 
was  released  as  scripture  project  leader 
and  Florence  Likes  sustained  in  her 
place,  January  8.  On  August  12,  Lenora 
Elison  was  released  as  art  leader  and 
Rhea  Pincock  sustained  as  such,  Sep- 
tember 27.  Norma  Browning  was  re- 
leased as  second  counselor  and  Ada 
Schwendiman  sustained  in  her  place. 
Eva  Raybould  was  sustained  as  theology 
leader  October  7. 

During  the  year  the  annual  day  was 
observed,  Relief  Society  conference  was 
held,  a  party  was  given  in  honor  of  the 
quilting  and  sunshine  committees,  birth- 
days of  all  sisters  were  celebrated,  and 
each  teachers'  district  made  one  quilt, 
(13  in  all).  A  party  was  given  in  honor 
of  the  visiting  teachers.  Mothers  and 
Daughters  day  was  observed.  Each  sis- 
ter was  asked  to  donate  one  new,  and 
one  made-over  article  to  the  society  dur- 
ing the  year.  Six  new  members  were 
added  to  the  society,  making  a  total 
enrollment  of  76.  Average  attendance 
was  31.  Nine  hundred  ninety-two  visits 
were  made  by  visiting  teachers,  17  fam- 
ilies helped,  83  visits  made  to  the  sick. 
A  quilt  was  donated  to  the  Children's 
home. 

In  1937  the  following  were  released 
and  sustained:  Rae  Waldram,  released 
as  teacher  topic  leader,  and  Emily  Ed- 
wards, sustained,  March  3;  March  24, 
Laura  Kinghorn  released  as  counselor 
and  Blanche  Dalling  as  literary  leader; 
May  5,  Sarah  Karris,  set  apart  as  social 
service  case  worker;  June  30,  Rhea  Pin- 
cock,  released  as  art  leader;  September 
8,  Elizabeth  Woods  sustained  as  literary 
leader;  September  11,  Louise  Roberts, 
sustained  on  quilting  committee;  Sep- 
tember 22,  Blanche  Smith  sustained  as 
scripture  project  leader;  September  1, 
Florence  Likes,  released  as  project  lea- 
der and  Florence  Bean  as  magazine  ag- 
ent; October  13,  Florence  Bean  set  apart 
as  magazine  agent;  November  4,  Ada 
Schwendiman  released  as  second  coun- 
selor, and  set  apart  as  first  counselor, 
and  Emily  Edwards  as  second  counselor; 
December  22,  Ruth  Barrus  released  as 
literary  leader. 

An  old  time  party  was  held.  A  spe- 
cial party  was  given  in  honor  of  Lucy 


74 


RELIEF   SOCIETY   MEMORIES    1883-1945 


Furness.  She  was  presented  with  a  gift 
and  a  poem  composed  in  her  honor  by 
Christian  Schwendiman. 

Shrubbery  was  planted  on  the  Relief 
Society  Home  grounds  and  a  fence  was 
erected.  Apples  were  canned  at  the 
home  of  Albert  Savage,  a  widower.  Dur- 
ing the  illness  of  Sarah  Eddington,  two 
Relief  Society  sisters  sat  up  nights  for 
seven  weeks.  A  letter  dated  June  25,  was 
received  from  the  presiding  bishopric 
containing  receipts  for  $470.90,  wheat 
trust  fund.  Missionaries  were  remem- 
bered at  Christmas. 

In  1938  Stella  Holman  and  her  faith- 
ful officers  were  honorably  released  on 
August  14,  1938,  and  Florence  Roberts 
was  set  apart  as  the  president  of  Sugar 
Sugar  City  Second  Ward  Relief  Society, 
with  Rhea  Pincock  and  Erva  Orme  as 
counselors;  Mary  R.  Holman,  secretary- 
treasurer;  Ruby  Stoker,  chorister;  Min- 
nie Jaques,  organist;  Sarah  Harris,  social 
service  worker;  Margaret  Norton  and 
Bessie  Hendricks,  magazine  agents;  Ma- 
ry Meyers,  Emily  Edwards,  Hettie  Lusk, 
Florence  Bean,  Lilly  Roberts  and  Eliza- 
beth Woods,  class  leaders. 

The  new  presidency  gave  a  party  in 
honor  of  the  outgoing  officers.  Each  was 
presented  with  a  gift.  A  Christmas  party 
was  staged.  Four  new  members  were 
admitted.  The  enrollment  was  71. 

During  1939  a  family  relationship 
class  was  organized  with  Norma  Brown- 
ing as  chairman  and  Rhea  Pincock,  su- 
pervisor. 

On  March  19,  the  Relief  Society  gave 
the  program  in  sacrament  meeting,  to 
encourage  magazine  subscriptions  and 
membership.  Through  special  efforts  in 
attendance  at  an  electrical  food  demon- 
stration the  society  won  a  fine  floor 
lamp. 

The  presidency  visited  the  entire 
ward  in  August.  On  August  23,  a  bazaar 
was  held  at  which  the  Salem  ward  sis- 
ters gave  a  playlet  on  the  Relief  So- 
ciety magazine.  At  the  end  of  the  pro- 
gram a  quilt  was  presented  to  Bishop 
Stoker,  made  by  Relief  Society  mem- 
bers, having  117  names  of  ward  mem- 
bers embroidered  on  it.  Opening  socials, 
annual  days  and  conferences  were  al- 
ways observed  by  the  Second  Ward  Re- 


lief Society. 

In  1940  Ruby  Stoker  was  released  as 
chorister,  on  January  3.  Delora  Dummer 
was  sustained  as  such.  Ruby  Pincock 
was  sustained  as  work  and  business  lea- 
der, March  28.  Alice  Ladle  was  released 
as  social  service  leader,  March  20.  Anna 
Wurst  was  sustained  as  assistant  art 
leader.  On  March  4  a  party  was  given 
for  the  outgoing  officers.  A  float  was 
made  by  the  presidency  for  the  24th  of 
July  celebration.  A  booth  was  sponsored 
at  the  county  fair  at  Rexburg  and  the 
society  won  first  prize  of  $25.00.  It  took 
third  place  at  the  Eastern  Idaho  Fair 
at  Blackfoot. 

Lottie  Smith  was  released  as  teacher 
topic  leader  and  Stella  Holman  was  sus- 
tained as  such  December  18.  Eleven 
quilts  were  made,  eight  sets  of  dish- 
towels  embroidered,  14  new  members 
admitted,  with  total  enrollment   of  87. 

The  year  1941  was  again  successful. 
The  society  made  flowers  to  be  used  on 
the  membership  program.  In  connection 
with  the  M.  I.  A.  and  Primary,  it  served 
a  chicken  dinner  at  the  ward  reunion, 
to  479  adults  and  274  children.  The  or- 
ganization served  banquets,  held  special 
parties  for  elderly  sisters,  held  a  closing 
social,  and  a  shower  for  a  member  who 
had  a  loss  by  fire.  Special  membership 
meetings  were  held  to  gain  new  mem- 
bers, with  Emily  Edwards  in  charge, 
honoring  sisters  with  a  membership  of 
50  years  and  over.  Elizabeth  Woods  was 
released  as  literary  leader  and  Mary 
Meyers  as  theology  leader  on  October 
8.  Emily  Edwards  and  Iona  Bjorkman 
were  sustained  as  such. 

Copies  of  the  Articles  of  Faith  were 
distributed  by  visiting  teachers.  A  de- 
lightful Christmas  party  was  held  De- 
cember 17.  On  December  31  there  was 
an  enrollment  of  87  members,  or  82  per 
cent.  The  general  board  had  set  the 
quota  of  60  per  cent  of  all  L.  D.  S.  fam- 
ilies. Thanks  went  to  the  fine  efforts  of 
Emily  Edwards  and  Sister  Lusk.  Sixty 
members  subscribed  for  the  Relief  So- 
ciety magazine  in  December  1941. 

A  fine  celebration  was  held  on  March 
17,  1942,  in  honor  of  the  Relief  Society 
centennial  birthday. 
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Sugar  City  Second  Ward  Relief  Society 
1943—1945 

In  the  spring  of  1943  a  survey  of  the 
entire  ward  was  made  to  ascertain  needs 
of  the  families  regarding  quilts  and  bed- 
ding. A  petition  was  sent  to  Washington 
by  the  Relief  Society  members  for  the 
better  labeling  of  canned  goods. 

On  March  7,  1943,  the  Relief  Society 
presented  a  special  patriotic  program 
for  boys  in  the  armed  services. 

On  May  21,  1943,  a  farewell  party 
was  held  for  theology  class  leader,  Em- 
ily Edwards,  who  was  moving  away. 
The  closing  social  was  held  May  26, 
1943  in  connection  with  the  church  wel- 
fare shower.  A  total  of  2700  bandages 
for  the  Red  Cross  were  rolled  by  mem- 
bers during  the  year  1943. 

The  Relief  Society  was  reorganized 
July  11,  1943.  Florence  Roberts,  presi- 
dent; Rhea  Pincock,  first,  and  Bessie 
Hendricks,  second  counselors;  and  Mary 
Holman,  secretary,  were  released.  Mary 
F.  Meyers  was  sustained  president,  with 
Elsie  Worlton,  first,  and  Vera  Lusk,  sec- 
ond counselors,  and  Mae  Davenport, 
secretary.  This  new  presidency  visited 
personally  every  woman  in  the  ward 
during  September.  On  September  8,  a 
party  was  held  honoring  the  outgoing 
officers. 

On  September  29  the  opening  social 
was  held.  In  November,  a  bazaar  was 
held     which     netted     the    organization 


$83.00.  In  December,  a  Christmas  party 
was  given  with  "In  Remembrance  of 
Bells"  as  the  theme.  Christmas  boxes 
were  distributed  to  13  families.  Two 
weeks  hospitalization  was  financed  for 
an  elderly  woman  in  need  of  help. 

Visiting  teachers  were  honored  with 
a  party  February  26,  1944  and  tribute 
paid  to  Stella  Holman,  topic  teacher. 
On  March  15,  1944  the  annual  party  was 
held  with  a  luncheon  and  talk  by  Olena 
Harris  on  parent  and  child  psychology. 
An  outstanding  party  was  held  as  a 
closing  social,  honoring  the  mothers  and 
wives  of  all  service  men. 

During  the  summer  months  quilts 
were  made  and  biographies  of  great  wo- 
men given.  A  demonstration  of  covering 
furniture,  by  Stella  Shail  was  given. 

The  opening  social  was  a  chicken 
supper  held  at  the  home  of  President 
Mary  Meyers.  A  Halloween  party  was 
given  the  visiting  teachers  October  31, 
1944.  Annual  conference  was  held  No- 
vember 5,  1944.  Doretta  Rigby  of  the 
stake  board  was  in  attendance.  A  ba- 
zaar was  held  November  24,  very  well 
attended,  and  netted  $160.  A  fine  Christ- 
mas party  was  held  in  December  with 
Santa  Claus  and  exchanging  of  gifts. 

The  members  spent  980  hours  during 
the  year  making  surgical  dressings  for 
the  Red  Cross. 

Christmas  boxes  were  given  to  11 
families. 
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Teton  Ward  Relief  Society 


From  left:  lop  picture,  Maude  Bird,  Isabell 
Slaker,  Nellie  Richman,  Grace  Misseldine; 
lower  picture.  Relief  Sociely  officers,  class 
leaders,   committees. 


1884—1942 

The  Teton  Ward  Relief  Society  was 
organized  in  1884  with  Mary  A.  Donald- 
son as  president;  Alice  Graham  and 
Adelia  Jones  as  counselors;  Sarah  J. 
Baker,  secretary;  and  Mary  Sorenson, 
treasurer.  These  sisters  looked  after  the 
sick,  cared  for  the  dead,  made  clothing 
for  those  in  need,  made  quilts  and  sold 
them,  assisted  in  building  the  meeting 
house  and  made  carpets  for  the  temple. 

Sister  Donaldson  was  president  until 
1893  when  the  following  officers  were 
sustained: 

Alice  Graham,  president;  Jane  Grah- 
am and  Elizabeth  Archibald,  counselors; 
Emma  Bird,  secretary;  Sarah  A.  Baker, 
treasurer. 

While  they  were  in  office  they  gath- 
ered wheat.  They  also  sewed  rags  and 


donated  money  for  the  temple,  and  help- 
ed build  the  Teton  church  house.  Dur- 
ing the  time  that  Sister  Graham  was 
president  she  had  as  her  counselors, 
Dora  Eames,  Mary  P.  Staker,  and  Rhoda 
Hansen,  and  as  secretary,  Vera  C.  Mar- 
ler  and  Celia  White.  Alice  Graham  was 
president  until  1909,  a  period  of  16  years. 

In  1909  the  new  officers  sustained 
were:  Dora  Eames,  president;  Ellen  An- 
derson and  Janet  Gardner,  counselors; 
Celia  White,  secretary;  Ida  Naef,  assist- 
ant secretary;  and  Elizabeth  Haws,  trea- 
surer. 

In  1913  Emma  Archibald  was  sus- 
tained as  first,  and  Elizabeth  Haws  as 
second  counselors.  In  1916  Celia  White 
was  first  counselor  and  Ruth  Siddoway, 
secretary.  They  made  carpets  for  the 
Relief  Society  room  and  helped  remodel 
the  chapel.  Sister  Eames  was  president 
until  1919  at  which  time  the  following 
officers  were  sustained: 

Olive  Bean,  president;  Ruth  Siddo- 
way and  Clara  Riggs,  counselors;  Annie 
Neville,  secretary;  Anna  Ware,  treasur- 
er. They  specialized  in  charity  dona- 
tions and  increased  the  contributions 
considerably.  Sister  Bean  was  president 
until  1922,  and  was  succeeded  by  Belle 
Allen  as  president,  with  Mary  Richman 
and  Ada  Hodgson  as  counselors;  Hanna 
Graham,  secretary-treasurer.  On  Sep- 
tember 18,  1924,  Sister  Mary  Richman 
died  at  Teton.  In  1924  Ada  Hodgson  was 
sustained  as  first,  and  Sarah  Stewart 
as  second  counselor;  and  Marintha  At- 
kinson as  secretary. 

They  helped  gather  funds  for  the  L. 
D.  S.  hospital  in  Idaho  Falls,  holding 
chicken  dinners  and  bazaars  in  the  hall 
to  raise  funds.  Sister  Allen  presided  un- 
til 1925. 

In  1925  Marintha  Atkinson  was  in- 
stalled as  president  with  Ada  Hodgson 
and  Louisa  Baker  as  counselors;  Edna 
Clark,  secretary;  and  Mary  Nibley,  trea- 
surer. Sister  Nibley  was  set  apart  in 
1926.  Sister  Nibley  was  also  second 
counselor  for  awhile. 

Sister  Atkinson  was  president  until 
1928,  during  which  time  the  Relief  So- 
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ciety  built  a  large  table  in  the  kitchen 
of  the  church,  and  in  connection  with 
the  Y.  W.  M.  I.  A.,  painted  and  kalsomin- 
ed  the  kitchen.  They  served  a  hot  school 
lunch  for  three  months,  (January,  Feb- 
ruary and  March).  The  lunches  were 
supervised  by  Sister  Sarah  Johnston. 

They  also  put  over  very  successfully 
a  course  of  health  lectures  and  food 
demonstrations  for  one  year. 

President  Atkinson  spent  day  and 
night  looking  after  the  sick  and  those 
in  need. 

On  May  20,  1928,  the  following  offi- 
cers were  sustained:  Mary  Nibley,  presi- 
dent; Mae  Garner  and  Isabell  Staker, 
counselors;  Edna  Clark,  secretary 

In  August,  Isabell  Staker  was  set 
apart  as  first,  and  Edna  Clark  as  second 
counselor;  Alberta  Staker,  secretary.  In 
November  1929  Dora  Eames  became  sec- 
ond counselor,  and  Maude  Bird,  secre- 
tary. 

During  Sister  Nibley's  administra- 
tion money  was  raised  by  giving  din- 
ners, cooked  food  sales,  bazaars,  and 
making  and  selling  of  quilts,  to  help 
those  in  need,  to  pay  hospital  bills,  pay- 
ing for  funerals,  etc. 

The  members  cleaned  the  carpet  in 
the  Relief  Society  room  and  cleaned  and 
kalsomined  the  room,  and  had  cement 
steps  built  in  front  of  the  chapel.  During 
summer  months  the  visiting  teachers 
made  their  visits  100  per  cent  in  1930. 

Sister  Nibley  was  released  April  18, 
1931. 

Annie  Neville  was  sustained  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Teton  Relief  Society,  with 
Elsie  Larsen  and  Minnie  Lutz  as  coun- 
selors; Maude  Bird,  secretary;  and  Hat- 
tie  Harris,  assistant  secretary. 

On  June  12,  1931,  the  teachers  con- 
vention was  held  with  Newdale.  Sister 
Alder  from  the  general  board  was  prin- 
cipal speaker. 

The  society  took  part  in  the  anti-to- 
bacco drive  and  assisted  in  several  op- 
erations for  diseased  tonsils.  More  than 
100  quarts  of  fruit  and  pickles  were  ga- 
thered in  and  distributed  by  the  Relief 
Society.  In  May,  1932,  Elsie  Larsen  was 
released  as  first  counselor  and  Minnie 
Lutz  sustained  as  first,  and  Mary  Nibley 
as  second  counselor.  In  October,  Sister 
Lutz  was  released  and  Mary  Nibley  be- 


came first,  and  Jane  Clark,  second  coun- 
selor. 

The  Relief  Society  was  reorganized 
July  1,  1934.  Mary  Nibley  was  again 
chosen  president,  with  Jane  W.  Clark 
and  Orpha  Welch  as  counselors;  Maude 
Bird,  secretary;  and  Hattie  Harris,  as- 
sistant secretary. 

A  health  clinic  was  held,  tonsils  were 
removed,  a  Red  Cross  nursing  class  was 
held  from  which  11  women  graduated. 
Demonstrations  by  Letha  Christensen 
were  given.  Quilts  were  made  and  a 
rummage  sale  conducted  to  replenish 
funds.  A  supper  was  served  for  the 
James  Gardner  farewell  party,  and 
$49.10  was  realized  for  the  missionary. 

In  1935  a  teachers  social  was  conduct- 
ed honoring  in  a  special  way  Olive  Bean, 
teacher  supervisor. 

Membership  cards  were  introduced 
in  1936.  Also,  the  church  welfare  pro- 
gram came  into  existence.  The  sisters 
entered  wholeheartedly  into  the  spirit 
of  the  church  welfare  program  by  gath- 
ering clothing,  food,  etc.  Wheat  deposit 
receipts  were  mailed  to  the  stake  board 
on  November  4,  1936,  for  safe  keeping. 

January  3,  1937  the  Relief  Society 
was  reorganized.  Isabell  Staker  was  set 
apart  as  president  with  Nettie  Richman 
as  first,  and  Retta  Archibald  as  second 
counselors  and  Maude  Bird  as  secre- 
tary. 

Sister  Staker  was  president  for  over 
five  years.  She  was  very  devoted  to  her 
work.  Besides  the  regular  Relief  Society 
work,  all  kinds  of  socials  were  held — - 
opening  and  closing  socials,  Christmas 
parties  and  annual  day  celebrations.  Re- 
lief Society  conferences  were  held  once 
a  year.  Demonstration  in  art,  landscap- 
ing, cooking,  and  sewing  were  given  for 
the  benefit  of  members.  Meetings  were 
held  at  the  homes  of  aged  members. 

Sister  Archibald  was  released  as  sec- 
ond counselor  September  12,  1937,  and 
Grace  Misseldine  became  second  coun- 
selor. The  presidency  visited  every 
home  in  the  ward  once  a  year. 

The  membership  drive  began  in  1938. 
Ellen  Anderson  was  appointed  member- 
ship coordinator  and  she  brought  in 
many  new  members.  She  was  succeeded 
by  Retta  Archibald  as  membership  co- 
ordinator. Thanks  to  their  fine  efforts 
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the  Teton  Relief  Society  had  on  De- 
cember 31,  1941,  137  members  or  76  per 
cent  of  the  L.  D.  S.  families  enrolled. 
Of  these  137  members,  61  subscribed  for 
the  Relief  Society  magazine,  or  44  per 
cent.  A  long  remembered  centennial  cel- 
ebration was  held  on  March  17,  1942. 
Those  who  were  members  over  50  years 
were  honored  and  a  fine  program  was 
presented.  It  was  indeed  a  day  of  re- 
joicing. 

Sister  Staker  was  released  Septem- 
ber 20,  1942,  and  Maude  Bird  was  set 
apart  as  president,  with  Mary  Gardner 
and  Ada  Stewart  as  counselors,  and  Ila 
White  as  secretary. 

History   of   Teton  Ward  Relief   Society 
For  1943  to  1945 

Officers  of  the  Relief  Society  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1943  were  as  fol- 
lows: Maude  Bird,  president,  with  Marie 
Gardner  and  Ada  Stewart  as  counselors; 
Melva  B.  Anderson,  secretary-treasurer. 

Besides  the  regularly  assigned  stud- 
ies and  work  the  Relief  Society  sponsor- 
ed a  home  nursing  class  from  which  18 


members  were  graduated.  Belva  White 
Emery,  R.N.,  was  the  teacher. 

A  shower  was  given  for  a  member 
whose  home  was  burned.  Two  of  the 
oldest  members  passed  away — Annie 
Huff  Crowley  and  Olive  Smoot  Bean. 

The  same  officers  presided  in  1944 
and  proceeded  with  the  regular  meet- 
ings and  activities  as  outlined.  The  in- 
creasing seriousness  of  the  war  had  a 
marked  effect  upon  the  attendance  be- 
cause so  many  women  had  to  go  to  work. 

The  year  1945  began  with  the  hold- 
ing of  regular  meetings  as  outlined.  Dur- 
ing February  and  March,  three  banquets 
were  served.  The  proceeds  assisted  with 
the  purchase  of  a  piano  for  the  Relief 
Society  room. 

In  September,  the  society  was  reor- 
ganized with  the  following  officers: 
Ruth  Siddoway,  president;  Violet  Grah- 
am and  Edith  Bean,  counselors;  Melva 
Anderson,  secretary  and  treasurer;  and 
Myrl  Bean,  chorister. 

A  good  and  faithful  member,  Ella 
Roberts,  passed  away  in  October. 

The  year  passed  with  a  successful 
bazaar,  USO,  cookies,  and  Christmas 
boxes. 
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Relief  Society  Perennials 


Lucinda  Pincock,  Lucinda  Johnson, 
Faye    Petersen 
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Elizabeth  Lee,  Mabel   Klingler, 
Delpha  Jensen 


Josephine   McKinlay,    Jessie    Merrill, 
Lavere  Pyper 
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Relief  Society  Perrenials 


Sarah    Brown,   Josephine   Oakey 
Myrtle   Steel 
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Janet    Gardner,    Hannah    Graham, 
Lucille   Lutz 


Bessie    McCulloch,    Elizabeth    Lee, 
Afton  Anderson 


Elizabeth   Lee,   Myrtle   Park, 
Belva  Withers 
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81 


Composed  by  Sophia  Ricks  Saurey 

for 
the  Stake  Relief  Society  Program 

March  17,  1937 

(Sister  Saurey  is  the  daughter  of  the 
first  Stake  Relief  Society  President 
Sophia  N.  Ricks,  who  was  the  second 
wife  of  Joseph  Ricks.) 

Let  us  pause  amid  our  pleasures 
And  a  few  brief  moments  take, 
To  name  the  Relief  Society  presidents 
Of  our  own  dear  Rexburg  Stake. 
Let  us  dwell  upon  the  history, 
That  but  time  alone  endears; 
And  in  pleasant  retrospect 
Journey  back  across  the  years. 

It  has  been  more  than  fifty  years  ago, 

'Twas  in  eighteen  and  eighty-three 

Under  the  direction  of  President  Thom- 
as E.  Ricks 

Was  organized  the  Bannock  Stake  Re- 
lief Society. 

Sophia  N.  Ricks  was  the  first  president, 

She  a  faithful  Pioneer; 

And  I  hold  her  specially  in  remem- 
brance 

And  her  loving  name  revere. 

She  to  me  the  ideal  woman, 
And  to  me  there  is  no  other. 
She  to  me  my  childhood  idol, 
For  she  was  my  own  dear  mother. 
Sarah   A.   Gunnel   and    Zelphia   Young 

counselors 
Sarah  A.  Barnes  in  the  secretary  place; 
Fifty-four  years  ago  our  leaders, 
Still  today  our  meetings  grace. 

Truly  one  whose  powerful  influence 
Many  a  life  has  touched  for  good; 
And  to  me  a  living  witness 
Of  high  and  holy  womanhood. 
Long  the  weary  way  these  women 
Had  to  travel  in  those  days; 
Organizing,   counseling,   advising 
Traveling  six  hundred  miles  in  various 
ways. 

Out  to  Jackson  on  the  eastward, 

Up  to  Lima  on  the  north, 

To  Market  Lake  and  Blackfoot 


With  horse  and  buggy  journeyed  forth. 
Then  a  new  board  was  organized 
At  the  release  of  President  Ricks 
And    Temperance    Hinckley    was    sus- 
tained in  1886. 

There    were     now     six     hundred     and 

eighty-six    members, 
And  in  eighteen  eighty-nine,  their  were 

twenty-eight  Relief  Societies 
All  organized  and  doing  fine. 

The     next     president     was     Mathilda 

Flamm, 
She   was   chosen   in   nineteen   hundred 

and  three; 
She  was  a  true  and  noble  woman 
As  all  who  knew  her  must  agree. 
She  served  for  fifteen  long  years, 
And  beloved  by  every  one; 
Reaping  now  her  sure  reward 
For  service  well  and  faithfully  done. 

The  next  president  was  Lavina  H.  Wal- 
ker, 
A  woman  full  of  charm  and  grace, 
And  she  left  us  cherished  memories 
That  no  time  can  e'er  erase. 
Such  a   gracious,   queenly  woman, 
And  her  sweet  and  gentle  voice 
Caused  the  women   to   draw   near  her 
And  to  make  our  hearts  rejoice. 

Marie  Merrill  then  was  chosen 

To   accept  the  president's   chair. 

But  she  moved  from  our  midst 

After  serving  for  a  year. 

And  our  own  dear  President  Grover 

Whom  we  have  with  us  today. 

May  she  always  be  inspired 

To  lead  and  guide  us  on  our  way. 

When  I  think  of  all  these  women 
And  the  service  they  have  given, 
I  like  to  think  that  such  as  they 
Are  the  chosen  ones  of  heaven  . 
For  they  are  God's  standard  bearers 
In  the  cause  of  charity, 
Donate  their  time  to  loving  service 
To  the  great  Relief  Society. 

Then  let's  rally  round  our  stake  board 
And  continue  to  progress, 
Bight  hundred  and  eighty-five  women 
Carrying  onward  to  success. 
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Poetry 


"The  Seed  that  Grows" 

I    thought    what    tools    did   she   use   in 

the  long  ago, 
To  plant  the  seed  that  impressed  that 

woman  so. 
Was  it  kindness,  song,  love,  or  deed, 
Or  just  what   was  it  that  planted  the 

seed. 

And  then,  I  thought,  does  it  matter,  No, 
She    planted    the    seed    that    continued 

to  grow, 
And    to   ripen,    and   sway,   toward    the 

harvest 
Of  one  hundred  thousand,  on  that  great 

Centennial  Day. 

And  then,  I  thought,  let  me  today, 
Plant  a  seed  in  the  heart  of  some  one 

to  stay, 
A    seed    that    will    grow,    and    blossom 

through, 
To  help  make  the  quota,  for  nineteen 

hundred  and  forty-two. 

— Franey   Clucas. 

y 

"Where  Happiness  Is  Found" 

In  little  courtesies. 
In  little  kindnesses. 
In  pleasant  words. 
Facing  life  with  a  smile. 
Making  others  happy. 
In  friendly  letters. 
In  good  wishes. 
In  mutual  confidence. 
In  companionship  of  good  books. 
In  healthful  recreation. 
In  cultivating  the  mind. 
In   love  to  work. 
In  doing  duty  cheerfully. 
In   unselfish  service. 
In  doing  one's  best. 
In  the  work  of  the  Lord. 
In   Relief  Society  activities, 
hi  undaunted  faith  in  God  and  keeping 
His  commandments. 


"Relief   Society   Magazine" 

In  this  troubled  world  of  ours, 
You  need  the  R.  S.  Magazine. 
Tt  gives  you  many  pleasant  hours, 
With  stories,  poems  and  lessons  keen. 

It  is  in  harmony  with  the  teachings 
Of  Jesus,  our  Redeemer,  Lord. 
Besides  it  brings  us  monthly  greetings 
From  our  general  R.  S.  Board. 

Include  it  in  your  yearly  budget; 
You  can't  afford  to  be  without 
The  education  it  will  give  you, 
Will    make    your    friends    and    family 
proud. 

—  Elsie  K.  Jensen. 

Song:    "Honor    Our    Calling" 

Restoration  of  things  came  to  pass 
Through    a    Prophet    of    God    in    these 

days. 
And  with  it  to  women  a  call 
To  organize  now  one  and  all. 
Relief  Society  was  given  then, 
To  comfort  the  children  of  men. 

Chorus 
Oh,  sisters  let's  honor  our  calling  today, 
As  angels  cannot  be  restrained  to  stay 
Away  from  our  presence,  oh,  blessing 

divine 
If  we  honor  our  calling  we've  associates 

sublime. 

Oh,  the  privilege  beautiful  rare, 
'Tis  given  to  women  to  share 
Of  their  substance  of  service  of  love 
Like  angels  of  mercy  above. 
As  faith  and  love  is  in  their  hearts  in- 
stilled, 
Their  bossom  with  charity  filled. 

Not  duty  but  a  privilege  sweet 

To  bring  sunshine  to  those  in  defeat. 

"Great  Hosanna,"  oh,  sisters  we'll  sing 

Bring  praises  to  God  our  King. 

"Relief  Society"  a  gift  of  God, 

New  blessings  to  women  restored. 

— Elsie  K.  Jensen. 
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In  Retrospect  and   Prospect 


As  we  close  the  pages  of  this  book 
we  bow  our  heads  in  respect  and  rever- 
ance  for  the  hundreds  of  faithful  Relief 
Society  sisters  in  this  stake  who  have 
shown  by  their  courage  and  works  that 
success  awaits  all  those  who  are  in  the 
service  of  our  Master. 

Their  task  has  been  to  comfort  the 
sorrowing,  minister  to  the  sick,  clothe 
and  feed  the  suffering.  A  service  more 
precious  is  the  spirit  they  have  given 
to  encourage  the  weary  and  give  hope 
and  sweet  comfort  to  those  who  have 
been  downcast. 

Even  though  the  accomplishments 
of  the  past  have  been  glorious,  the 
future  holds  the  greatest jAallenge.  For 
as  long  as  man  lives  in  his  mortal  state 
there  will  be  suffering  and  need  for  a 
comforting  hand.  The  followers  as  well 
as  the  leaders  of  this  organization  will 
in  the  days  to  come  have  great  need  to 
call  upon  our  Father  for  charity;  for 
the  pure  love  of  Christ  and  an  under- 
standing heart  for  all  of  the  follies  of 
men.  They  must  in  every  sense  of  the 
word  be  a  hater  of  sin  but  a  lover  of 
the  sinner.  For  in  the  last  days,  because 
of  perilous  times,  men's  hearts  shall  fail 
them. 


Today  we  have  joining  our  great  Re- 
lief Society  organization  many  women 
graced  with  youth  and  spirituality.  They 
come  to  us  as  members  born  under  the 
covenant  and  trained  in  the  gospel  light. 
In  many  instances  they  are  of  the  fourth 
and  fifth  generation  of  those  who  have 
enjoyed  the  culture  and  light  of  the 
gospel.  They  are  young  women  with 
education  and  training  of  the  day  and 
when  they  don  the  mantel  of  charity 
they  will  be  capable  spiritual  leaders  of 
tomorrow. 

May  the  Relief  Society  sisters  always 
prove  themselves  worthy  of  their  heri- 
tage. May  they  always  possess  and 
'demonstrate  the  same  sterling  qualities 
as  were  possessed  by  those  who  have 
gone  before.  The  Lord  has  said,  "And 
if  it  so  be  that  you  should  labor  all 
the  days  crying  repentance  unto  this 
people,  and  bring,  save  it  be  one  soul 
unto  Me,  how  great  shall  be  your  joy 
with  Him  in  the  kingdom  of  My 
Father.  And  now  if  your  joy  will  be 
great  with  one  soul  that  you  have 
brought  unto  Me  into  the  kingdom  of 
My  Father,  how  great  will  be  your  joy 
if  you  should  bring  many  souls  unto 
Me."  Doc.  and  Cov.— Section  18:   15-16. 
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